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(2) Is It anticipated that Common-
wealth legislation, to be intro-
duced in the next few months, will
embrace the recommendations?

(3) Can a reasonable explanation be
given for the apparent anomaly
revealed by the fact that the
Western Australian allocation of
Commonwealth Grant funds when
expressed as a percentage of the
Queensland total, seems to pro-
gressively decrease from 69 per
cent in 1974-1975 to 48 per cent In
1980-1981, while the population
and vehicle number predictions
indicate a rate of increase in Wes-
tern Australia considerably greater
than that for Queensland during
the same period?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER replied:
(1) It endorses some of the recom-

mendations.
(2) When the Report was released last

February, the Federal Minister for
Transport stated that no decisions
on the acceptability or otherwise
of the Bureau's recommendations
had been made. However, previous
Commonwealth legislation has
tended to follow the Bureau's
recommendations.

(3) It appears to be the Bureau's
strategy to bring the Federal
allocation for roads to Western
Australia, as a percentage of our
total roads programme, more into
line with the percentages of the
other States. The report points out
that in 1974-75, Federal funds ac-
counted for 51.8 per cent of our
total roads expenditure programme
and If the Bureau's recommenda-
tions are adopted, this will be
reduced to 47 per cent over the
next five year period but it will
still represent the highest per-
centage of the Australian States.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
srECIAL

THE HON. N. MeNEILL (Lower West-
Minister for Justice) [9.43 pm.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Tuesday, the 4th May.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 9.44 ptm.

?ikqhisaftiur Aawoiublit
Wednesday, the 14th April, 1976

The SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 2.15 p.m.. and read prayers.

1.

2.

QUESTIONS (50): ON NOTICE
GOVERNMENT PREMISES

No. 11 Ventnor Avenue: Ownership
Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) Referring to question 21 of the

8th April, 1976, regarding 11
Ventnor Avenue, West ' Perth,
from whom are the premises
leased?

(2) Who are the owners of the Pre-
mises?

Mr G'NEIL replied:
(1) and (2) The Prudential Assurance

Company Ltd. of 95 St. George's
Terrace, Perth, is the registered
proprietor of the premises. There
Is agreement in writing between
the company and the Public Works
Department to lease the accom-
modation. although at this stage
a formal document has not been
executed.

WATER SUPPLIES
Greenhead

Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister for
Water Supplies:

As water has now been piped and
reticulated by his department to
the Leeman residential area, will
he advise when it can be ex-
pected the same urgent com-
modity will be provided at Green-
head?

Mr O'NEfLJ replied:
The provisional works programme
of the Public Works Department.
which is still subject to adjust-
ment, Provides Priority for the
completion of Leeman reticulation
in 1976-77 and Greenhead in
1977-78.

3. GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
Public Statements: Restrictions

Mr DAVIES, to the Premier:
(1) What restrictions does the Gov-

ermnent place on employees-
(a) writing to the Press;-
(b) making public statements to

the media;
(c) contacting Members of Par-

liainent including members of
Cabinet?

(2) Have any written instructions
been issued In this regard?

(3) If so, will he please table a copy?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) (a) to (c) Apart from Persons

employed under the provisions of
the Public Service Act, the Police
Act, and, in some instrumentali-
ties and authorities who follow
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Public Service conditions, there
are, as f ar as I am aware, no
specific restrictions.
With regard to official duties, busi-
ness of the Public Service, or other
Crown business, public servants
must observe the following regu-
lations--

39. (2) Unless in the course of
his official duties or with the
express permission of the Per-
manent Head of a department
or the H-ead of the sub-depart-
ment wherein an officer is em-
ployed has been first obtained,
the officer shall not officially
communicate in writing with a
Minister of the Crown or with
the Permanent Head of another
Department.

40. An officer shall not.-
(a) give to any person any

information relating to
the business of the
Public Service or other
Crown business that
has been furnished to
him or obtained by him
in the course of his offi-
cial duty as an officer;.
or

(b) disclose the contents of
any official papers or
documents that have
been supplied to him or
seen by him in the
course of his official
duty as an officer or
otherwise,

except In the course of his offi-
cial duty and with the express
permission of the Head of the
sub-department or the Perman-
ent Head of the department in
which he is employed.

41. An officer shall not--
(a) publicly comment,

either verbally or in
writing, on any admin-
istrative action, or upon
the administration of
any department; or

(b) use for any purpose,
other than for the dis-
charge of his official
duties as an officer, in-
formation gained by or
conveyed to him
through his employ-
ment In the Public
Service.

(2) and (3) Not by the Government.
However, some authorities mnay
have issued Instructions in this
regard. For public servants Public
Service Regulation 55 (2) covers
the situation.

It reeds--
Every officer shall acquaint him-
self with the provisions of the
Act and of these regulations
and ignorance shall not be ac-
cepted as an excuse for any act
or omission constituting a
breach thereof.

4. WOOD CHIPPING INDUSTRY
Cost -benefit Study

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Forests:
(1) Has the Forests Department, or

any other department, under-
taken a cost/benefit study of the
the woodchip industry?

(2) If "Yes" -
(a) what are the conclusions ar-

rived at by the study;
(b) who compiled the study, when

and will he table a copy?
Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) Neither the Forests Department

nor any other department in
Western Australia has undertaken
a formal and comprehensive cost
benefit study of the integrated
woodchip industry. However,
based on information supplied, a
joint working group set up by the
then Commonwealth Government
Ministers for Environment and
Conservation and Agriculture and
consisting of representatives of the
Commonwealth Forestry and Tim-
ber Bureau, Department of En-
vironment and Conservation and
Bureau of Agricultural Econo-
mics, completed a study in 1975.

(2) (a) and (b,) answered by (1).
However, the results of the
analysis by the Common-
wealth working group are as
follows--

Net Present Value of Manji-
mup Project:

Item

DIscount. Rate

6% 8% 10%

Revenues .. '.. 23 12* 000 17 381 000 13 826 000
0o5ts ... .. 10 000D 9 0880OD0 7291 000
Net Present Valute 11 040 000 a 203 000 6 586 000

The net present values indicate
that the Manjimup project will
return net financial gains to the
Forests Department of Western
Australia over the next 100 years.
In view of this, the chipwood and
saw-log royalties being charged at
Maui imup would appear to be sat-
isfactory.
These results appear at page 64 in
the report of Economic and En-
vironmnental Aspects of the Export
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Hardwood Woodehip Industry
(copy tabled herewith). They have
subsequently been confirmed by
the Forests Department using
updated monetary values.

The documents mere tabled (see parZV
No. 173).

BEEF PRODUCERS
Loans: Eligibility

Mr H. Di. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What are the terms of eligibility

which are applied to applicants
seeking aid under the beef loan
scheme?

(2) What valuation is placed on-
(a) baby beef;
(b) export steers:
(c) cows,
by the administrating authority
in calculating the eligibility of an
applicant for beef industry loans?

(3) How many applicants for beef
loans have been rejected because
of failing to meet the long term
viability requirement of the auth-
ority?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) An applicant for assistance under

the beef finance scheme is eligible
if he-

is substantially reliant on beef;
has a sound asset structure:
remains viable assuming recov-

ery in beef prices;
is unable to obtain carry-on fin-

ance from normal sources.
(2) Applications are assessed on the

information including anticipated
stock prices given by the applicant,
his bank and pastoral house.

(3) 65.

BEEF PRODUCERS
Financial Assistance

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Premier:
(1) Has he read the report in The

West Australian newspaper of
29th April, 1975, which stated that
he said that the State Cabinet had
received "with dismay", the report
that the Federal Government had
refused to provide additional
funds to bolster the Western Aus-
tralian Government's emergency
financial aid to beef producers
facing serious financial problems?

(2) Has he approached the present
Liberal Federal Governiment for
additional funds to augment the
State's beef aid scheme?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), has additional
finance been obtained, and what
amount?

(4) If "No" to (3), and in view of
his reported disappointment in
the article referred to in (1), will
he do so?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) There is a difference between the

situation to which the member
refers and today's situation where
a beef finance emergency scheme
is operating with financial support
from this Government.

(2) The Government is keeping the
beef industry under constant re-
view and will take whatever action
is deemed appropriate to the
changing circumstances.

(3) The Industry Assistance Comn-
mission's recommendations con-
cerning rural credit are currently
under review. If the recommenda-
tions are accepted, emergency re-
lief schemes will receive stronger
emphasis in future.

(4) We are in constant touch with the
Federal Minister for Primary In-
dustries to hasten the acceptance
of the Industry Assistance Com-
mission's recommendations.

PUBLIC AREAS (USE OP
VEHICLES) BILL

Restoration to Notice Paper
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Traffic:

floes the Government intend to
restore to the Notilce Paper and
to proceed with the Public Areas
(Use of Vehicles) Bill this ses-
sion?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
Last year we held over this Bill in
order to obtain the views of
interested individuals, and a con-
siderable number of views have
been presented.
A considerable number of amend-
ments have to be made to this
legislation and it is hoped to intro-
duce the Bill to Parliament later
this year.

APPLES
Exports: Ship ping Space

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Is it a fact that the Australian

Apple and Pear Corporation al-
locates this State's entitlement of
shipping space for the export of
apples to the United Kingdom
and the Continent to the W.A.
shippers committee?
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(2) Has the W.A. shippers committee
made any endeavour to allocate a
fair entitlement of the shipping
space available for export of
apples to the United Kingdom/'
Continent to individual growers?

(3) (a) If "Yes" to (2), on what
basis has any such apportion-
ment or quota been made;

(b) will he list the growers who
have received notice of any
such entitlement?

(4) (a) If "No" to (2), is there any
safeguard or assurance that
individual growers will receive
a fair and equitable share of
available shipping space;

(b) if a producer can establish
that he has not received a
fair share of export entitle-
ment what form of redress is
available to him?

(5) What is the estimated surplus of
apples produced in Western Aus-
tralia in the 1976 season over
apples used on the local market
and exported overseas?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2) Yes.
(3) (a) The shipping space allocated

to the WA Fruit Shippers'
Committee has been reallo-
cated to individual shippers as
in previous years. The Fruit
Shippers' Committee has given
an undertaking to the Apple
and Pear Export Steering
Committee that each shipper
will give equitable treatment
to all of his growers when
allocating shipping space.

(b) No such list of growers is
available. It should be appre-
diated that the restricted
quota allocation to Western
Australia was not confirmed
until picking of the crop, had
commenced. Readjustmnents of
allocations will need to be
made on a continuing basis
according to individual grow-
er's willingness and ability to
supply and in accordance
with the ongoing readjust-
ments to both the shipping
programme and space reallo-
cations between States and
the demand from other export
markets.

(4) (a)
(b)

Answered by (2).
Growers would have normal
redress through the Fruit
Growers' Association of WA
(Inc.), the WA Apple and Pear
Export Steering Committee
and finally the Australian
Apple and Pear Corporation.

(5) no0000 bushels including a sub-
stantial quantity which would be
below local market grade stan-
dards and suitable only for juicing.

9. TECHNICAL COLLEGE
James Street: Car Park

Mr BRYCE, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:
(1) When is construction of the new

Art Gallery to commence?
(2) How long will Perth Technical

College, James Street, continue to
be used for its present purpose?

(3) It is true that the demolition of
Girdlestone building and the loss
of student parking facilities is
only necessary to provide public
access to the art gallery from
James Street?

(4) Is the main entry to the Art Gal-
lery going to require access from
James Street, and if not, can de-
molition of the Girdlestone build-
ing and the loss of the car park
be delayed past January 1978?

(5) As it has been intimated by the
Education Department that the
students' car park will be required
as soon as construction com-
mences on the Art Gallery, why
is this?

(6) Will any provision be made to
replace the 90 parking bays that
will be lost?

(7) What priority has development of
the new Perth Technical College
on the Francis Street site in rela-
tion to other developments 4of the
Technical Education Division?

(8) How much of the land required
for the new college has not been
acquired and what steps are being
taken to obtain this land?

(9) Failing early commencement of
the new college, what is the pos-
sibility of buying an existing
modern building in the city area
for conversion to use as a college?

Mr
(1)

O'CONNOR replied:
Construction of the new Art Gal-
lery is scheduled to commence
early In 1977.

(2) Indefinitely.
(3) and (4) Yes.
(5) The existing car Park is required

for construction purposes.
(6) Yes.
('7) The need to replace facilities lost

at James Street is recognised. In-
vestigations are being undertaken
to determine how this need can
be met.

(8) 40%. Action is in hand for fur-
ther acquisitions.

(9) See answer to (7).
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EDUCATION
Guidance Officers and Counselling

Assistants: Number
Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) How many of the following of-

ficers are employed by the Educa-
tion Department-
(a) senior guidance officers;
(b) district guidance officers;
(c) grade I guidance officers;
(d) grade 11 guidance officers;
(e) counselling assistant 3;
(f) counselling assistant 2;
(g) counselling assistant 1;,
(h) total guidance and counsel-

ling staff?
(2) How many of each of these cate-

gories is stationed In the country?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2)

metro. Country Total
Senior education officer

(Psychological Services) 1
Senior guidance officer, S.W.
District guidance officer 12
Guidance officrr 1.....28
Guidance officer 2......41-2/5
Counselling assistant '.1 2
Counselling assistanft 2 .. 22
Counselling assistant 1 .. 15
Teacher counsellors .. 1-3/5

123

4 18
2 30
5-2/5 47

2 24
3/10 15-3/10

1 2-3/5

1-/D 158-O/'t

EDUCATION
Guidance Officers: Policy on

Appointments,
rtr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) With regard to guidance officers,

is there a policy that senior high
schools of a certain size qualify to
have a guidance officer I or a,
guidance officer 11 appointed to
the school?

(2) If "Yes" will the minister please
state the policy that applies?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Guidance officers I are

appointed to high schools with
an enrolment above 1 200 students.
Guidance officers 11 are appointed
to schools with an enrolment below
1 200 students.

EDUCATION
Counselling Assistants:

Appointments
Mr CARR, to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Further to the Minister's answer

to question 28 of 7th April, were
there any applicants for counsel-
ling assistant Positions who were
not appointed?

(2) If "Yes"-
(a) how many were not ap-

pointed;
(b) how many of these were ade-

quately qualified for appoint-
ment;

(c) why were they not appointed;
(d) how many of these, if any,

have since been employed by
the department as counselling
assistants?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) (a) 20;

(b) 14;
(c) The number of applicants

exceeded the number of vac-
ancies;

(d) 7.

13. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Geraldton Region Study Group:,

Report
Mr CARR, to the Minister for Indus-
trial Development:
(1) With reference to his answer to

question 48 of 1st April, in which
he promised to table the report
of the Oeraldton Region Study
Group, has the report yet been
tabled?

(2) If not, when will it be tabled?
Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) No.0
(2) 1 would anticipate tabling the

report in the near future.

14.

15.

This question was postponed.

PORT OF GERALDTON
Blasting Operations

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Works:
(1) Further to his answer to question

17 of 8th April, will he provide
the results of monitoring of ex-
plosive charges in Geraldton
Harbour and relate these to the
allowable limits of vibration re-
ferred to In his answer?

(2) Will he also detail the procedures
for any person wishing to claim
compensation for damage caused
by blasting?

Mr O'NEIL replied:
(1) The Australian Standard CA23-

1967, SAA Explosives Code re-
quires that the amplitude of vib-
ration does not exceed 0.20 milli-
mnetres at a structure. Results
from monitoring the blasts at Ger-
aldton have shown to range be-
tween 0.05 millimetres and 0.10
millimetres amplitude of vibration,
which is below the allowable
limit.
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(2) The Procedure for any person
wishing to claim compensation for
damage alleged to be caused by
blasting is for that person to refer
the matter in writing to the Man-
aging Secretary, Geraldton Port
Authority, giving the time of the
blast and details of the alleged
damage.

RAILJWAYS
Geraldlton Marshalling Yards

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Trans-
port:
(1) Does Westrall still propose that

any future new marshalling yards
for Qeraldton will be In the area
adjacent to Place Read, Won-
thella?

(2) Has Westrall taken steps to ac-
quire land for these Yards, or
taken any action to prevent trans-
fer of land in this area or taken
Possession of title deeds of land
In the area or any such action?

(3) If "Yes" to (2), will he please
specify?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) The question of a, site for a future

railway depot at Gcraldton has
recently been reported on by the
Geraldton Region Planning Study.
The Government has accepted the
report as a strategic plan. The re-
port recommends the railway
depot be sited south of the Won-
thellsa area.
There are some Policy matters re-
quiring determination before im-
plementation can commence and
the necessary arrangements f or
progression of these matters are
in hand.

(2) and (3) Westrail had previously
acquired land at Wonthella for the
depot. No other action has been
taken at this stage.

EDUCATION
Geraldton Technical School:

Tenders
Mr CARR, to the minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:
(1) Were tenders for the Oeraldton

Technical School called in De-
cember 1975 as projected by the
Minister in his answer to question
25 of 9th April, 1975?

(2) If not-
(a)

(b)

(c)

what has been the cause of
the delay;
when is it now anticipated
that tenders will be called;
when Is it now anticipated
that the school will be In
operation?

Mr O'CONNOR repied:
(1) No.
(2) (a) A delay occurred in the de-

tailed design and this had an
effect on the quantity survey-
ing.

(b) A contract for the earth works
has been let and tenders for
the first phase of construction
are to close on the 4th May,
1976.

(c) May, 1977.

18. CONSUMER PROTECTION
Funerals: Cost

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Con-
sumer Affairs:
(1) Has the Consumer Affairs Bureau

conducted any inquiry to ascertain
whether the very high cost of
funerals Is justified?

(2) If "Yes" will he advise the results
of the inquiry?

(3) If "No" to (1), will he institute
such an inquiry?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) to (3) Further to my reply to your

recent questions without notice I
subsequently made inquiries with
the Consumers Affairs Bureau
and have now been informed that
they have not received any com-
plaints from the Public on this
subject and consequently an ex-
amination of funeral costs does
not appear justified at present.

i9. POTATOES
Inspyectors at Country Centres

Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) In view of the expense and in-

convenience caused to potato
growers who have to travel to
Perth from country areas to re-
grade consignments which have
been condemned, will he appoint
inspectors at appropriate country
centres to inspect consignments of
potatoes at the centre of loading?

(2) (a) If "Yes" in what centres will
inspectors be appointed;

(b) If "No" to (1) what are the
reasons for declining to do
so?

Mr OLD replied:
(1) and (2) 1 am informed that the

Potato Growers Association of
W.A. (Inc.) has submitted this
proposition for discussion at the
next meeting of the Potato Indus-
try Council.
The recommendations of the
council in relation to this and
other items to be discussed will
be given appropriate consideration
when received.

(21)
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FARMERS
Development Work: Income Tax

Deductions
Mr H. D. EVANS, to the Premier:

In view of the sustained criti-
cism of members of the present
Western Australian Government
against the action taken by the
Whitlarn Government to disallow
claiming as a tax deduction the
full amount expended by rural
producers in the year of expen-
diture on machinery, fencing,
buildings, dams and other deve-
lopmental works, will he inform
the House-
(a) if any approach has been

made to the Fraser Liberal!
Country Party Government to
restore these concessions;

(b) if so, when was the approach
made, and does the Common-
wealth Government intend to
reintroduce the concessions
referred to in their previous
form and to their previous
level;

(c) if no approach has been made
on this matter, does he intend
to Press for the reintroduction
of the concessions referred to
above and when will such a
move be made?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(a) to (c) The Investment allow-

ance (at the rate of 40%
initially to the 30th June,
1978, of total value of new
capital items costing over
$1 000 as a taxation deduc-
tion in the year of purchase
-and then reducing to 20%
until the 30th June, 1983) has
been reinstated for farm plant
and machinery, structural im-
provemnents for fodder con-
servation, subdivisional fenc-
Ing, and water conservation
and storage.
The Government will continue
to Press the Commonwealth
Government for further con-
cessions, where applicable, on
the basis that such conces-
sions provide an essential aid
to primary and other forms
of Production.

EDUCATION
Sports Grounds: Use by

Sporting Bodies
Mr BATEMAN, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Education:

In view of the shortage of play-
ing and training ovals for little
athletics in the metropolitan area,
will he advise-
(1) What Is his Government's

policy on allowing school ovals
to be used by sporting bodies?

(2) Would his department allow
little athletics to use school
ovals?

(3) If not, why not?
Mr O'CONNOR replied:

(1) to (3) The use of school faci-
lities, including school ovals,
by community bodies is left in
the hands of school principals.

22. SHOPPING CENTRES
Public Toilets

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:

With respect to his answer to
question 7 of Thursday, 16th Oc-
tober, 1975, concerning public
toilets in shopping centres is he
able to add further to his advice
that " . .. methods of application
are now being examined."?

Mr RIDGE replied:
As far as the Public Health De-
partment is aware local authorities
are not encountering diffiulty in
obtaining compliance with the
Provisions of the Health Act, and
further examination of methods
of application is not considered
necessary.

23. CO'ETESLOE TOWN CLERK
Termifnation of Services

Mr TAYLOR, to the Minister for Local
Government:
(1) Has he read the article regarding

the Cottesloe Town Council ap-
pearing in the Fremantle section
of The West Australian of Thurs-
day, 8th April?

(2) is he aware of alleged moves
within the Cottesloe council re-
cently, to lay aside the sumn of
$20 000 to meet moneys likely to
be due to the Town Clerk follow-
ing a council decision to terminate
his services?

(3) If "Yes" will he confirm
accuracy of such a report?

the

(4) If "No" to (2), will he ascertain
the correct Position and advise
the House?

(5) Will he give consideration to
initiating a departmental inquiry
to fully Investigate the inplica-
tions as contained in the afore-
mentioned article?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) Answered by (2).
(4) Yes.

21.
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(5) No implications justifying an In-
quiry are evident to me and no
request has been made to me in
this regard.

24. PEDESTRIAN OVERWAY
West Midland Railway Station

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Has the Main Roads Department

at any tine undertaken a survey
to ascertain as to whether or not
an overpass for pedestrians; should
be erected across Great Eastern
Highway in the vicinity of West
Midland railway station?

(2) If "Yes" did the survey reveal a
need for an overpass and if so.
what was the estimated cost and
suggested completion date of the
project?

(3) Would he undertake as a matter
of urgency an immediate survey
to ascertain the need or other-
wise of such an overpass?

(4) If the survey reveals that an over-
pass Is required, would he under-
take to budget for the construc-
tion of same within the next fin-
ancial year?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) and (2) Pedestrian/vehicle surveys

cardied out in 1972 indicated con-
flict volumes below the level which
justify the installation of traffic
control signals and therefore well
below volumes justifying a pedes-
trian overpass. The estimated cost
of providing an overpass in 1972
was $41 000.

(3) and (4) The provision of pede-
strian facilities in this area is
primarily the responsibility of the
Swan Shire Council. in situations
where significant numbers of
school-age children are required
to cross a declared main road the
Main Roads Department will
assist with finance, design and
construction. The council has not
requested assistance.
The crossing Is at present con-
trolled by an adult crossing guard
thus providing a high level of
safety.

25. ROCKCINGHAM HOSPITAL
Casualty~ Section and Beds

Mr BARNET, to the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Health:
(1) Is it proposed to have a casualty

ward and facilities at the new
Rockingham hospital?

(2) How are the number of beds split
up, I.e., how many for maternity,
casualty, etc.?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) There will not be a casualty ward.

but facilities for treatment will be
available for those cases which
are considered to be capable of
being dealt with at the hospital.

(2) Beds will be used according to
need. There is a large propor-
tion of single rooms and 2-bed
wards which will allow flexibility.

26. COCKBURN ROAD
Upgrading

Mr BARNET, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is he aware of the quite con-

gested state of the coast road to
Fremantle from the Alcoa turn off
to F'remantle during peak traffic
hours?

(2) Is he also aware that the state
of repair of certain sections of the
road leaves a lot to be desired?

(3) Can he advise If there are any
plans to upgrade this road to
cater for peak traffic flows in the
near future?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) It Is acknowledged that the road

has deficiencies.
(3) There are no Plans for the early

upgrading of this road.
it must be remembered that there
are also deficiencies in Rocking-
ham Road north of the Alcoa
turnoff. It has been decided to
give priority to the completion of
this route to a uniform standard
in preference to the coastal route.

27. HOUlSING
Geraldton

Mr CARR, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:

When does he expect to be able
to provide me with the informa-
tion sought in my question 4'7 of
1st April, 1976 concerning housing
accommodation at Geraldton?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
The information has already been
supplied.

28. SCHOOL AT WAGGRAKNE
Site

Mr CARR. to the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Education:

Further to the Minister's answer
to my question 52 of 1st April,
will he specify the site which has
been earmarked for a new primary
school in the Waggrakine area?
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Mr O'CONNOR replied:
The concept plan which has been
prepared for the area west of the
North West Coastal Highway and
north of the present development
In Waggrakine includes (schem-
atically) a four-hectare primary
school site.
Since detailed subdivisional design
has yet to be undertaken for sub-
mission for approval to the Town
Planning Board, it is not possible
to indicate the exact location of
the proposed primary school site.
As is normal practice, this matter
is currently before the School Sites
Committee for appropriate action.

29. GOVERNMENT HOUSE
Public Use

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) Which organisations have been

permitted to use Government
House and/or gardens and what
dates has this occurred over the
Past three Years?

(2) Apart from the above, on what
occasions has Government House
and gardens been thrown open to
the public or has the public in
large numbers been the guests of
the People of Western Australia,
as represented by the Governor?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) -

1973-25 February, 1973-Scouts
Presentation of Queen's Scout
Awards.

1974-10 February, 1974, and two
other Sundays in 1974-Grounds
open to the public.

24 February, 1974-Scouts-Pre-
sentation of Queen's Scout
Awards.

27 March, 1974-White Gum Val-
ley School visited grounds.

24 May, 1974-Slow Learning
Children's Group-to launch
Tiny Tots Quest.

21 July, 1974-Party of 30 mem-
bers of National Trust saw
through house.

9 July, 1974-White Gum Valley
School visited grounds.

7 August, 1974-Cunderdin School
visited grounds.

22 August, 1974-Wilson Primary
School visited grounds.

12 October, 1974-C.W.A. Country
Women of World Conference-
afternoon tea party in grounds.

30 November, 1974--Good Neigh-
bour Council International Pic-
nic in grounds (grounds open to
public).

8 December, 1974-Channel 7
Parade-Grounds used for mar-
shalling and terminating point
for the parade.

8 December, 1974-P.C.C.-Crip-
pled Children's party-front of
grounds.

9 December,
School.

10 December,
Primary Sehoo

1974-Brentwood

1974-Bayswater

11 December, 1974-Hillcrest Pri-
mary School.

14 December. 1974-Group from
East Victoria, Park inspected
gardens.

15 December. 1974-TelecommunI-
cations Department, P.M.G.
Christmas Party in grounds.

1975-January, 19'75--C.W.A.
function. Darwin Appeal.

23 February, 1975-Scouts-Pre-
sentatIon of Awards.

17 April, 1975-Civilian Maimed
and Limbless function in
grounds.

14 May. 1975-Woodlands Scout-
Cubs Pack viewed grounds.

4 December, 1975--Garden Party
-Arrival of present. Governor.

7 December, 1975-P.C.C. Crippled
Children's party.

1976-22 February, 1976-couts
-Presentation of Queen's Scout
Awards.

27 February, 1976-Ryder-Chesh-
ire Foundation function in gar-
dens.

February-March, 1976-.Oroup of
old people from some homes
view gardens.

16th March, 1978-Sir James Mit-
chell school-children viewed
grounds.

11 April, 1970-Ispection of
grounds by those attending
Schools' Band Concert (con-
cert was held in Perth Concert
Hall because of inclement wea-
ther).

No reference is made in the ques-
tion to Government House Ball-
room, and therefore, details are
not included.
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30. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Canning River: Salvinia and

Pondweed Control
Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment:
(1) Was the use of salt water to con-

trol salvinia and Canadian pond-
weed in the tipper Canning River
recommended by any consultant
or by the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority?

(2) If so, what are the details of such
recommendations?

(3) Was this course of action cau-
tioned against by any consultant
or by the EPA, or was such
an action implied in any docu-
ment relating to this action?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) and (2) The use of salt water, on

a trial basis, to control salvinia
weed in the Canning River was
recommended by a committee
convened by the Swan River Con-
servation Board. The committee
comprised representatives of-

Public Works Department,
Department of Agriculture,
Department of Conservation and

Environment,
Town of Canning.

(3) Not to my knowledge.

31. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Noxious Substances Emissions:

Inspectors

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Conservation and the Environ-
ment:

Will he investigate the need for
pollution inspectors to be ap-
pointed by the Environmental

32.

Protection Authority so that com-
plaints by the public that unlaw-
ful or excessive emissions of
noxious substances are occurring
and can be examined immediately,
bearing in mind that such emis-
sions can occur any time during
the whole 24 hours?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
It is anticipated that next year's
budget for the Department of
Conservation and Environment
will allow for the Installation of a
24-hour telephone answering ser-
vice. Offcers of the department
will then be rostered to attend to
complaints notified to the service.

HIGH SCHOOLS
Morley Electorate: Enrolments

Mr A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Educa-
tion:

(1) How many students in each year
are enrolled at the following
schools-

Mount Lawley Senior High;
Morley Senior High;
John Forrest Senior High:
Mirrabooka Senior High;
Hampton Senior High;
Lockridge High?

(2) From what primary schools do
each of the abovementioned
schools receive their intake and
what are the enrolments for each
of those primary schools in-
(a) grade 5;
(b) grade 6;

(c) grade '7?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) Enrolments as at

1976-
21st February,

Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year It Year 11 Year 12 Special
Ordinary Terminal

Mount ]Zawley SH.S. ... 288 334 293 234 .... 194 ... 1 343
Morley S.H.S. .. .. 347 353 325 167 21 107 .... 1 320
John Forrest S.H.S. .. 311 337 346 168 60 126 .... 1 348
Mirraboolca S.H.8.... ..... 322 321 343 113 ... 83 .... 1 182
Hampton 8.H.S. .. 306 307 286 219 42 161 .... 1321
Lockridge H.S....... .. 254 188 184 ... .. .... .... 626

School Total
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(2) Mt. Lawley S.H.S. (Contributory
Primary School:

Year Year Year
7. 6. 5.

Coolbinia ... 42 41 40
Highgate .... 719 92 81
Kyilla . 20 21 25
Mt. Lawley ... 78 66 60
North Perth ., 75 82 71

Morley S.H.S. (c.P.S.):
Caruboon .. 63 51 58
Dianella, 11 105 93 98
Dianella Heights 31 45 41
Morley -. 67 62 58
North Morley 72 63 65
West Morley. 83 80 92

John Forrest Sit.S. (C.P.S.):
Dianella ... 105 93 98
Embleton .... 1l1 109 110
Hillcrest .. 88 100 90
Morley 67 62 58
North Ingle-

wood .. 67 64 50
Mirrabooka $1.8,S (C.P.S.):

Mirraboaka . ... 84 66 91
Noilamara ... 100 68 56
Sutherland 50 62 58
Westminster 143 140 133

Hampton S.H.S. (C.P.S.):
Anzac Terrace 87 719 73
Eden Hill .... 48 54 61
Embleton ... 111 109 110
Hampton Park 108 81 94
Morley . 67 62. 58
Weld Square .. 55 71 74

Lockrldge H.S (C.P.SJ):
Cavershamn.. 8 12 5
Eden Hill .... 48 54 61
Lockrldge .. 108 93 128

33. LOCAL GOVERNMENT
Supply of Materials by Councillors
Mr A, Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister for
Local Government:
(1) What are the statutory provisions

with regard to the supplying of
materials to a shire council by a
Person who is a councillor?

(2) What guidelines must be applied
In such transactions?

(3) What is the Government's policy
on the supplying of materials to
a council by a councillor or by his
company?

Mr
(1)

RUSHTON replied:
Section 37 (1) (e) of the Local Gov-
ernment Act provides that a mem-
ber is disqualified if he has a dir-
ect or indirect pecuniary interest
in an agreement to which the
municipality is a party except
where subsection (2) of section 37
provides otherwise.

Subsection (2) of section 37 pro-
vides inter ali, that a person is
not disqualified on the grounds of
pecuniary interest in an agreement
to which a municipality Is a. party
by reason only that in the ordin-
ary course of business and In good
faith, he sells goods to, supplies
services to, or does work for, the
municipality or any person who
has entered Into a contract with
the municipality.

(2) (a) Section 274 provides that
contracts for supplies of goods
to the amount of $4 000 or
greater amount are required
to be the subject of tenders
called in a newspaper circu-
lating in the district.

(b) Section 174 and 174A require
members who have any Inter-
est in a matter before council
to disclose the Interest and
generally prohibit voting or
discussion on the matter.

(a) To, require that the provisions of
the legislation be observed.

34. BAYSWATER SHIRE
Redistributions of Boundaries

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the Minister
for Local Government:
(1) When is it intended that the re-

distribution of the internal
boundaries of the Bayswater Shire
shall take effect?

(2) When will the ensuing elections
take place?

(3) Will all councillors' seats be de-
clared vacant at that time?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
(1) The date has not been determined.

Council has suggested that it may
be necessary to alter the proposed
ward boundaries.

(2) This date has likewise not been
fixed.

(3) Yes. If no new ward is cotermnin-
ous with an existing ward.

35. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
Donnybrook Sunkland

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN, to the minister for
Conservation and the Environment:
(1) What is the Environmental Pro-

tection Authority's policy with
respect to the Donnybrook sunk-
land?

(2) Is the area particularly valuable
by reason of its fauna and flora?

(3) if so, what are the details?
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Mr P. V. JONES replied:
(1) to (3) The Environmental Protec-

tion Authority has provided pre-
liminary comment to the Conser-
vator of Forests on the Donny-
brook sunklands softwood aff or-
estation proposal. The Department
of Conservation and Environment
is currently making a detailed ap-
praisal of the proposal.

36. BUILDING BLOCKS
Sale by Ballot

Mr
(1)

38.

SKIDMORE, to the Premier:
Does the method at present
adopted for the disposal of resi-
dential blacks under the auction
system simply create a false
market demand and force up the
price of the said land to the
Purchaser?

(2) Fbr all residential land that comes
under the control of the Govern-
ment, would he consider putting
the land on the market on a cost
plus basis for services and that
the said land be open to ballot
for Interested purchasers?

(3) Would the method suggested in
(2) bring about a considerable
reduction in the purchase Price of
land as compared with that
which Prevails under the auction
system?

Sir CHARLES COVRT replied:
(1) Auctions allow all eligible citizens

the right and opportunity to locate
in areas for which they are held.
Prices obtained relate to the de-
sirability and alternative choice
of location and price.

(2) No.
(3) Not necessarily in all cases, and it

could give an excessive privileged
bonus to a few.

SPIDER ORCHID
Preservation

Mr
for
(1)

A. R. TONKIN, to the Minister
Forests:
Is it true that the rare spider
orchid called Caladenia Drum-
mondii is in danger of extinction?

(2) If so, is it contained in any of
the reserves, and if so, what are
the details of the reserves con-
cerned?

(3) What steps are being taken to
preserve this flower?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) and (2) No.

(3) The species is
from Morawa
although it is
any one area.

fairly widespread
to Lake Grace

not abundant In

HOUSING
Wundouwie

Mr MeIVER, to the Minister for Hous-
ing:
(1) How many applicants for State

Housing Commission homes are
currently on the waiting list for
Wundowie?

(2) In the last three months has any
applicant been assisted out of
priority?

(3) If so, what are the reasons for
such allocation?

(4) Can couples who have indicated
their intention of being married
be accepted by the commission
as being eligible to be listed for
SEC accommodation?

Mr
(1)

P. V. JONES replied:
(a) Applicants on waiting list-

Wundowie-
Rental: 3 bedroom, 6; 2 bed-

room, 7; 1 bedroom, 2.
Purchase: 6 (includes 2 dual

listing).
(b) Pending subject to Inspections.

verification of income, pre-
vious assistance, etc.:-
Rental: 3 bedroom, 5; 2 bed-

room, 5; 1 bedroom, 5.
Purchase: 1.

(2) Yes of 13 assisted in all, 12 were
on priority.

(3) The Wundowle Iron and Steel
Industry considered it essential to
house 10 applicants/employees.
in addition, two applicants were
considered "emergent" by the
regional housing office, Merredin.

(4) Yes, for purchase scheme only,
providing they meet other
eligibility requirements and sub-
mit statutory declarations from
both Parties of intention to marry.

39. ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
collection Offices and Vans: Cost

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

What was the annual cost to the
SEC regarding the provision of
collection offices and mobile col-
lecting vans provided to enable
consumers to pay their electricity
and gas accounts?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The improved service being offered
to Its customers by the SEC, the
avoidance of serious security risk,
and the improved efficiency with
which account payments can be
introduced to the commission's
data processing scheme are the
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reasons for discontinuing the pre-
vious arrangement of collection
officers and mobile collecting vans.
The change forms part of the
overall modification of the com-
mission's procedures and it is not
practicable nor meaningful to
isolate the costs associated with
one aspect of the changed pro-
cedures.

40, ELECTRICITY SUPPLIES
Bunbw-y Substation

Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:

with reference to question 15
dated 8th April, 1976, will he ad-
vise if the growth rate safety
margin is currently being ex-
ceeded at Bunbury?

Mr MENSAROSI replied:
The existing supply condition at
Bunbury is satisfactory Provided a.
failure to a major unit of plant
does not occur. After the rein-
forcement programme is com-
pleted in early 1977, this contin-
gency could be accommodated.

41. ELECTRICIT SUPPLIES
Collection offIces and Vans:

Discontinuance
Mr MAY, to the Minister for Fuel and
Energy:
(1) What is the anticipated saving

per annum to the SEC following
the discontinuance of collection
offices and mobile collecting vans?

(2) Has consideration been given to
a reduction in customers accounts
when paid at the central office
Murray Street, Perth?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) The savings to be achieved by

the introduction of improved faci-
lities for the collection of accounts
and the discontinuance of collec-
tion officers and mobile collecting
vans will not be known until the
pattern of normal payments by
SEC customers has been re-estab-
lished on the new basis.
It Is too early in the scheme to
accurately estimate the overall
result.
Three collection vans have already
been taken off the road.

(2) and (3) In order that customers'
accounts can be paid at the
central office in Murray Street.
Perth, It is necessary to maintain
staff and facilities for the con-
venience of those customers who
choose to Pay at this location- The
Murray Street facility is part of

the overall service extended to SEC
customers. It has in no way been
changed In the new procedures
and there is no Justification for
any reduction In accounts paid at
this location as distinct from any
of the other locations provided for
the convenience of customers else-
where.

42. WAGE INDEXATION
Government Attitude

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
(1) What are the reasons for his Gov-

ernment's changed attitude to
wage indexatlion based on quart-
erly reviews?

(2) Does he believe that wages should
reflect changes in the cost of liv-
ing?

(3) If "Yes" at what Intervals would
alteration to wage rates to reflect
changes in the cost of living re-
ceive his Government's support?

(4) Why is it that in periods of falling
prices, Governments of similar
complexion to his Government
support quarterly wage adjust-
ments, but in periods of inflation
are strongly opposed to quarterly
adjustments and favour adjust-
ment of wages annually?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) The Government is still support-

ing the principle of wage in-
dexation,
Because both the State and Com-
monwealth Industrial Tribunals
are currently hearing wage in-
dexation cases, it is vital that the
Commonwealth and State Goy-
ernments are in harness on the
question of wage reviews and the
regularity of them.

(2) The Government's attitude is
reflected in its support of the
overall principle of wage indexa-
tion.

(3) At regular intervals, the periods
of which must take into account
the vital necessity to abate and
exercise some control over infla-
tion.
The intervals could vary with
changing conditions and circum-
stances.

(4) The Western Australian Govern-
ment supported quarterly wage
adjustment when other Govern-
ments had a similar approach
and when economic circumstances
warranted this approach. If eco-
nomic circumstances justify
otherwise, then Governments have
a responsibility to review the ap-
proach.
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43. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
Wool-tops Plant

Mr H. D, EVANS, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:
(1) Has any overseas firm made an

approach to the State Govern-
ment with regard to the establish-
ment of a wool-tops industry in
this State?

(2) If so, what is the name of the
firm?

(3) Have representatives of this firm
visited Western Australia, or are
expected to do so, and when?

(4) Have any country centres been
suggested by the Department of
Industrial Development as likely
localities to establish such an
industry, and if so, would hie list
them?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
(1) Several approaches by overseas

and Australian companies have
been made aver the past two years.
Discussions are proceeding.

(2) All approaches are confidential, at
the request of the companies con-
cerned.

(3) Yes. Discussions with a repre-
sentative of one company will be
held later this month.

(4) The Department of Industrial
Development has strongly urged
that any new wool-taps Industry
be located in a reg-ional centre
and has Indicated that it would
provide assistance on this basis.
The choice of the most suitable
site Is one which must be made by
the industry, based on comparison
of all relevant factors.

44. TRAFFIC OFFENCES
Revenue from Fines

Mr JAMIESON, to the Treasurer:
(1) What was the total income from

traffic Infringements for the nine
months of the current financial
year to 31st. March, 1976?

(2) What was the total anticipated
income from this source for the
full financial year?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) Cash collections by the Crown Law

Department for traffic infringe-
ments, to 31st March, 1976,
amounted to $1 570 586.

(2) $2235000.

45. CHEMISTS
Extended Trading Hours

Mr DAVIES, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:
(1) Who made the decision that allows

chemists to extend their trading
hours?

(2) What additional lines are chemists
able to sell now that they were
unable to sell before extended
trading hours applied?

(3) Who decided on these additional
lines?

(4) What investigations were made
before coming to the decision?

Mr GRAYDEN replied:
(1) Approval of the recommendation

of the Retail Trades Advisory and
Control Committee for the che-
mists to open their shops for ad-
ditional hours was granted pur-
suant to section 84 of the Factories
and Shops Act. Some chemists
shops previously provided a service
during the hours now authorised
in accordance with the provisions
of section 89 of that Act.

(2) Under the Factories and Shops
Act there is no control over the
type of goods which may be sold
by chemists during ordinary hours
authorised by the Act.
During extended trading hours the
only goods permitted to be sold
in addition to goods prescribed
to be exempted goods under the
Shops (Exempted Goods) Regula-
tions and goods which are ap-
propriate only to pharmacists
are-

costume Jewellery.
swirming aids,
swimming pool supplies,
family planning aids,
Photographic equipment (ex-

cluding projectors and movie
cameras),

christening gifts,
wallets, purses and beauty cases,
key rings,
clocks,
night lights,
dressing table ornaments,
bar accessories,
baby wear,
baby crockery,
hire equipment,
gift ware (glass, pottery, wood,

Plastic, metal and china ware
-not dinner sets),

shopping bags.

(3) The additional lines were approved
on the recommendation of the
Retail Trades Advisory and Con-
trol Committee.

(4) Investigations were made in con-
junction with the Pharmaceutical
Council of WA, the Pharmacy
Guild of Australia (WA Branch>
and the Night Chemists Associa-
tion,
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46. GOVERNMENT
DEPARTMENTS

Printing by Para quad Industries

Mr
(1)

IT. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
Would he please give details of
any printing undertaken on be-
half of the Government by Para-
quad Industries in Shenton Park
in the last financial year?

(2) What departments were involved,
and what was the total cost of
printing to each department?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) and (2) No printing work was put

out to Paraquad Industries by the
Government Printer on behalf of
Government departments last fin-
ancial year.
However, I am informed that some
metropolitan hospitals send print-
ing work to that organisation.

47. STATE GOVERNMENT
INSURANCE OFFICE

Annual Report

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Labour and Industry:

When is it anticipated that the
annual report of the State Gov-
ernment Insurance Office will be
tabled?

Mr ORAYDEN replied:
There is no requirement to table
the annual report of the State
Government Insurance Office.
Printing is not as yet completed.
however if the member so desires,
I will arrange for a copy to be
forwarded to him.
The State Government Insurance
Office financial statements and
auditors report were tabled on
30th March, 1976.

48. PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS
Pelican Type: St. Geor ge's Terrace

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) When is it anticipated that

pelican type Pedestrian crossings
will be installed in St. George's
Terrace?

(2) Would he Please provide the exact
location of each?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
(1) There has been some delay in the

delivery of electrical equipment.
However it is now expected that
the installations will be completed
by the end of June, 1976.

(2) At Howard Street junction (east
side) and at Sherwood Court
Junction (West side).

49. TAXI CONTROL BOARD
Membership

Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Minister for
Transport:

Would he please provide full
details, including background and
experience, of the present mem-
bership of the Taxi Control
Board?

Mr O'CONNOR replied:
As the answer is lengthy, I seek
permission to table It.

The answer was tabled (see paper
No. 174).

0. WATER SUPPLIES
Rottnest Island: Drilling by

"fOcean Endeavour'
Mr T. J. BURKE, to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government investigated

the feasibility of using the rig
Ocean Endeavour to drill for a
fresh water supply for Rottniest
Island?

(2) If so. would he please provide full
details of the investigation under-
taken?

(3) If not, would he undertake to have
the proposal investigated?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
(1) to (3) Since 120 feet depth of

water is required for the opera-
tion of the rig, and the daily run-
ning costs are in the order of
$60 000, plus heavy positioning
costs, it will be apparent to the
member that it is neither a prac-
tical nor a feasible proposition.

QUESTIONS (8): WITHOUT NOTICE
1

2.

FISHERIES
Ports of En try: Agreement with Japan

Mr STEPHENS, to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife:

Has the Commonwealth-Japanese
Agreement on ports of entry for
Japanese tuna boats, which was
due to expire November, 1975, been
renegotiated and if so on what
terms and what is the port of
entry for Western Australia?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
I thank the honourable member
for some notice of this question.
the answer to which is as follows--

No, the agreement was extended
for 12 months to allow further
time for negotiation.

BUILDING BLOCKS
Sale by Auction

Mr SKIDMORE, to the Premier:
Arising out of mly question 36 on
today's notice paper, to which the
Premier gave an answer which
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appears to support merely the pro-
position of the auction system, I
now put the question to him again
as follows-

Does the method at present
adopted for the disposal of resi-
dential blocks under the auction
system simply create a false
market demand and force up the
price of the said land to the
purchaser?

The SPEAKER: This was the same
question asked earlier?

Mr SKIDMORE* Yes.
Sir Charles Court; I seek clarification

of the question, because it seems
to me it has been answered al-
ready.

The SPEAKER: Has the member a
further question? He must re-
phrase the question.

Mr SKIDMORE; In my opinion the
answer given seems to be merely
supporting the auction system as
such. It does niot answer the ques-
tion I asked the Premier. I then
reiterated the question to see
whether I could elicit a reply.

The SPEAKER: You might ask the
Premier has he any further in-
formation.

Mr SKIDMORE: Has the Premier any
further information to assist me
to come to the conclusion whether
I should accept the answer the
Premier has given?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
In the few seconds I have had
available to me, I have read the
honourable member's question and
my answer. It seems to me to be
a complete and satisfactory an-
swer to it. I cannot for the life
of me see what is concerning him.
If I can amplify the answer at
all, I would be only too Pleased
to do so.

Mr Skidmiore: I would like a "Yes"
or "No" answer sometimes.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The auction
system is a well established one
for selling commodities, and it Is
governed by very strict rules. One
of the strict rules is that it is
open to the public to attend these
auctions, and that is basically the
answer I gave the honourable
member. However, I may not have
understood the member's question.
it is not my intention to evade
the question, and If he will am-
plify it, I will be only too happy
to supply the information.

3. HOUSING
North- West: Designs

Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister for
Housing:

With reference to the State
Housing Commission's Improved
home designs for construction
north of the 26th parallel, would
the Minister advise-
(1) what is the estimated com-

pletion date for the new
design units under construc-
tion In South Hedland?

(2) If it is intended to construct
further prototype-dwellings
in other north-west towns In
the 1976-77 programme?

(3) If the answer to question (2)
Is "Yes", which other towns?

(4) Whether he would agree to
the State Housing Commis-
sion opening at least two of
these new style homes as
display homes for public in-
spection-preferably in sep-
arate Pilbara towns?

Mr P. V. JONES replied:
I thank the honourable member
for notice of the question, the
answer to which is as follows--
(1) Contract completion date Is

the 8th July, 1976.
(2) Yes.
(3) Broome, South Hedland, Ear-

ratha, Carnarvon and further
designs are under considera-
tion for prototype dwellings
at Kununurra, Derby, and
Broome.

(4) Yes.

4. TOWN PLANNING
York: Buffalo Lodge Submission

Mr MoWVER, to the Minister for
Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning:

Because of the urgency attached
to my submission on behalf of
the Buffalo Lodge at York, could
the Minister expedite a reply?

Mr RUSHTON replied:
At all times, I attempt to give
the member for Avon my urgent
attention; I will certainly give
further attention to the question
he has Put before me.

5. WAGE IND)EXATION
Government Attitude

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
My question relates to part (3)
of question 42 on today's notice
paper, which stated as follows--

If "Yes" at what Intervals
would alteration to wage rates
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to reflect changes in the cost
of living receive his Govern-
ment's support?

The Premier's reply was as fol-
lows-

At regular intervals...
I ask the Premier: Would he re-
gard as regular intervals, intervals
which change from time to time,
such as has been reflected in the
Government's attitude on this
question?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:

If one wanted to indulge in a play
on words, I suppose one could
phrase all sorts of questions. But
I think the general import of the
words used in the answer would
be understood by most people.

Mr Skidmore: That is what we are
complaining about-they are not
understood!I

Sir CHARLES COURT: The signifi-
cant point is that in a matter
of this kind, when we are dealing
with adjustments to the cost of
living, we must have regard for
all the circumstances. The term
"regular Intervals" does not neces-
sarily mean adjustments should
be made every week, every month,
every three months or, indeed.
every year. However, in the
opinion of the Government, it can
be and should be at a time, not
Kathleen Mavourneen, but at a
reasonable time after the last
adjustment has been made, and
after the appropriate authority re-
views the matter and believes the
economy can stand the changes.
If it decides at a given period that
the adjustment should be made
every three months, six months,
or 12 months, the Government, like
all other employers, must accept
it.

WAGE INDEXATION
Government Attitude

Mr J. T. TONKIN, to the Premier:
MY question again relates to the
Premier's answer to question 42.

Mr May: Do you think it is worth it?

Mr J. T. TONKIN: I might say I am
much enlightened by the answer
the Premier has just given! Part
(1) of Question 42 states as fol-
lows--

What are the reasons for his
Government's changed attitude
to wage indexation based on
quarterly reviews?

It was stated in The West Aus-
tralian that the Government had
changed its attitude not with re-
gard to indexation itself but with
regard to indexation based on
quarterly reviews. It is possible
that the Premier did not see the
full import of the question be-
cause it is clearly stated-and the
Public at large has been informed
-that the Government had
changed its attitude regarding in-
dexation based on quarterly re-
views. Is the Premier prepared
to indicate whether the Govern-
ment has changed its attitude on
wage indexation based on quar-
terly reviews, and if it has, what
are the reasons?

Sir CHARLES COURT replied:
Again, I invite the honourable
member to look at the answer I
gave. It states as follows-

The Government is still support-.
ing the principle of wage index-
ation.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: On quarterly re-
views?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Wait a
minute, I am answering the ques-
tion. The question asked by the
Leader of the Opposition states--

What are the reasons for his
Government's changed attitude
to wage indexation based on
quarterly reviews?

I replied in the simplest of
terms--

The Government is still support-
ing the principle of wage in-
dexation.

Mr J. T. Tonkin: That was not the
question I asked.

Sir CHARLES COURT: If the honour-
able member will just listen for
a moment, he will receive his an-
swer-unless this is just a ques-
tion of members wishing to
obtain answers they want, instead
of the proper answers. My an-
swer continued-

Because both the State and
Commonwealth Industrial Tri-
bunials are currently hearing
wage indexation cases, it is vital
that the Commonwealth and
State Governments are in har-
ness on the question of wage
reviews and the regularity of
them.

That is the explanation the
honourable member sought when
he asked for a reason, and I have
given him the reason.

6.
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7. INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
North-West: Assistance to Small

Businesses
Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister for
Industrial Development:

In respect of the State Govern-
ment's promise to initiate "a
special programme to help small
businesses", would the Minister
advise-

about the progress in this field,
and whether it could be expec-
ted that an officer of the De-
partment of Industrial Develop-
ment will visit towns In the
north which have a representa-
tion of small businesses in order
to ascertain their current plight
and give assistance where pos-
sible?

Mr MENSAROS replied:
The Department has recently em-
ployed an officer to organise this
programme. Meetings with my
personal participation are being
arranged with representative or-
ganisatlons such as the -onfed-
eration of Western Australian In-
dustry and the Chamber of Com-
merce and also with professional
bodies to base the most officient
assistance to small businesses,
particularly the counselling part
of it, to the largest extent on
private enterprise participation
with the Government co-ordinat-
ing the effort.
Following recent discussion be-
tween State and Commonwealth
Ministers, it is understood the
Commonwealth will be vacating
this field of State responsibility.
It is planned that an Afficer ot
the Department of Industrial De-
velopment will visit country areas
with high Priority for tha xurth-
emn towns to talk to small business
and ascertain the most practical
way of assisting in these areas.

8. COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTRES
South Hedland and Karr at ha

Mr SODEMAN, to the Minister rep-
resenting the Minister for Health:

During a visit to the Pilbara in
September, 1975, the Minister for
Health undertook to give a high
priority to the development of
community health centres at
South Hedland and Karrauha.
Would he advise-
(1) What stage the programming

of these two proposed facili-
ties has reached:

(2) what will be incorporated in
the designs by way of out-
Patient facilities, consul~ati'an

rooms, and provision for
speciality services such as
Physiotherapy, radiography
and casualty requirements,
etc.;

(3) what is the estimated cost of
each of the proposed projects;
and

(4) what is the estimated starting
and completion dates in each
instance?

Mr RIDGE replied:
(1) South Hedland health Centre

Tenders closed on the 13th April,
1976.
Karratha health Centre
Sketch Plans have been completed
and contract documentation is
proceeding.

(2) South Hedland health Centre
4 general consulting
2 specialist consulting
X-ray
Treatment room
Specimen collection
Community health
Physiotherapy
Social work
Dental clinic
Health education
Child health
Group activity
Child play
Karratha health Centre
3 general consulting
1 specialist consulting
X-ray
Treatment room
Specimen collection
Community health
Physiotherapy
RFDS radio base
Social work

(3) South Hedland health Centre
$1 200 000
Karratha health Centre
$480 000

(4) South Hedland health Centre
Estimated starting date-May,
1976.
Estimated completion date-May,
1977.
Karratha health Centre
Estimated starting date-July,
1976.
Estimated completion date-
December, 1976.

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION
Retirement: Luncheon

THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): For
the information of members, I advise that
the Joint House Committee has invited
all members to attend a buffet luncheon
in the Parliamentary Dining Room to-
morrow at about 12.45 p.m. The purpose
of this luncheon is to honour the Leader
of the Opposition. I also inform members
that the three top-ranking officers of this
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House also are invited, together with the
Chief Hansard Reporter and his Deputy.
If the Whips will let me know which
members are unable to be present at the
luncheon, that would give us some idea
of what to order.

MEMBERS OF PARLILAMENT
Mode of Attire in Chamber: Statement bY

the Speaker
THE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinlson): Re-

grettably I have to draw the attention
of the member for Rockingham to the fact
that he is at present improperly dressed
in the Chamber. As members are no doubt
aware the standards of attire were laid
down at the beginning of the twenty-
eighth Parliament.

I have followed the rather tolerant views
expressed and the procedure followed by
the previous Speaker of this House. I be-
lieve members should wear coats and ties
on normal occasions, and during hot
weather they may take off their coats.

I appreciate the fact that the member
for Rockingham could be embarrassed to-
day because he may not have a shirt and
tie with him, so he may remain in the
Chamber today dressed as he is. However,
I would ask him not to Come into this
Chamber in the future dressed in this way,
unless the mode of attire that has been set
as the standard is altered.

Mr Barnett: On a point of order. Mr
Speaker.

The SPEAKER: There is no point of
order on the presentation I have made.
Will the honourable member please resume
his seat?

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: NINTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed, from the 13th April,
on the following motion by Mr Tubby-

That the following Address-in-Reply
to His Excellency's Speech be agreed
to-

May it please Your Excellency:
We, the Legislative Assembly of

the Parliament of the State of
Western Australia in Parliament
assembled, beg to express loyalty
to our Most Gracious Sovereign,
and to thank Your Excellency for
the Speech you have been Pleased
to address to Parliament.

MR A. Rt. TONKIN (Morley) [3.03
p.m.]: We have seen once again at ques-
tion time today the way in which the
Government treats the Parliament, and
the manner in which it refuses to answer
many questions. The Opposition believes
that the Parliament has been treated with
contempt by the Government in this way;
and In addition this Government has set

out to destroy amateur environmental
groups-groups of people who band to-
gether because of their concern for the
environment.

This Government has protected guilty
companies which daily despoil Cockburn
Sound, and it will not reveal which are
the guilty companies. Furthermore, this
Government has not shown any awareness
of or concern for the health and safety
of the People, which could quite definitely
be Jeopardised by nuclear Powered vessels
using Cockburn Sound. Indeed, It has not
shown any disposition to insist upon the
type of Precautions that should be taken
in the case of nuclear Powered vessels
entering the sound. Those are the main
Points I wish to make in my contribution
to the Address-In-Reply.

I believe this Government has bes-
mirched the character of young and
Patriotic Australians. We have to remem-
ber that patriotism takes different forms
at different times. In times of war a
Patriotic Australian may be a person who
dons his country's uniform. At other times,
when there is a threat to the environment,
a Patriotic Australian will do all In his
power to alert the people and the Govern-
ment to the environmental hazards.

The Government has attacked the Cam-
paign to Save Native Forests. The
Campaign was launched because the
People involved were concerned about
the forests at a time when the Gov-
ernment was urgently seeking migrant
timber workers from overseas, so
that the onslaught on the forests could
continue unabated. It Is ridiculous for the
Minister for Forests to say that we have
to keep up the rate of overcutting other-
wise there will be unemployment; yet on
the other hand the Minister for Labour
and Industry says the State cannot get
enough timber workers and must bring
them from overseas. I ask for what pur-
pose? Is it to enable the forests to continue
to be overcut?

In his policy speech of 1974 the Premier
talked about visionary goals, and included
under that heading was the question of
the environment. On the 9th October last
year 11 asked a question of the Minister
for Conservation and the Environment as
to whether the Environmental Protection
Authority would be studying the T. S. Mar-
tin report, particularly In respect of the
suggestion that attractive wetlands should
be converted into reserves near the south-
west corridor area. The answer given by the
Minister was 'No'. He was not even going
to consider this need for reservation In
that area.

When I asked the Premier whether that
was what he meant by visionary goals he
answered in the same way as the Minister
for Conservation and the Environment. In
his answer to question 14 of the 23rd Oc-
tober, 1975, the Premier refused to reply
to the Point raised.
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'This area comprises various lakes in-
cluding Lake Kogolup. When I asked the
Minister for Urban Development and Town
Planning why he had not informed the
Environmental Protection Authority of the
danger to the wetlands of Kogolup that
was likely to arise because of the proposed
industrial zoning of the area, he gave one
of the most ludicrous answers I have ever
heard anyone, let alone a minister, give.
He said he did not think it was necessary
to Inform the EPA, because the propospd
industrial land was higher than Lake
Kogolup; in other words the Minister did
not realise that liquid effluent would run
downhill!

I would have thought that it would be
elementary physics to know that water
usually runs downhill! Yet the Minister
for Urban Development and Town Plan-
ning says there is no need to worry about
Lake Kogolup, because the land on which
industry will be established is higher than
the lake. This is the type of answer we
have to put up with In this Place.

What vision was the Premier seeing
when he said that he believed in visionary
goals, including his visionary goal of the
environment? I believe the vision wich
the Premier was seeing was the vision of
himself bestriding the world like a colossus.
and crushing anyone who dared to oppose
him.

I believe the Premier seeks to rivet a
dictatorship on the people. He is able to
get anything he likes through this Parlia-
ment, which has been elected on rigged
boundaries. He said there was a new
concept in conservation. What was this
concept? Not once in his policy speech
did he mention public Participation. Not
once in that part of the policy speech
dealing with the environment did he talk
about consulting or encouraging the peo-
ple's involvement in the environment.

Let us look at the Government's assault
on amateur environmental groups which
dared to question him. I say this Gov-
ernment cannot be termed "liberal" in
any true sense. I would like to refer
to four occasions in dealing with this
matter. The Environment Centre applied
to be licensed under the Charitable Col-
lections Act. This application has been
refused, despite the fact that the wording
in the Act Is wide. In tact the Act usesthe word "Patriotic". What can be more
patriotic than a group of environmen-
talists who keep the people Informed about
what Is happening to the environment?
However, a decision was made to refuse
a licence to the Environment Centre, and
that meant it was more difficult for the
centre to collect money.

The Premier has said that his Govern-
ment is under great financial stress: like-
wise the Commonwealth Government
claims it Is under great financial stress.
Yet here is the Environment Centre want-
ing to help itself by obtaining a licence

so that It can collect money, but that
application has been refused by this Gov-
ernment,

The Environment Centre is providing
information, a reading room, and a refer-
ence library. Yet, according to this Glov-
ernment it is not a charitable body.

The second attack on such a body was
when the South-West Forest Defence
Foundation was not given incorporation
under the Associations Incorporation Act;
and, indeed, the Attorney-General said
that the foundation was not in the public
interest. It is not in the Public interest
for the foundation to decide action to be
taken to attempt to save forests from
what this group believes is overcutting!

I would remind the Government of the
words of Voltaire. who was a true Liberal,
and who said, "I may disagree with what
You say, but I will fight to the death for
your right to say it." Because the South-
West Forest Defence Foundation does not
agree with the Government, the Govern-
ment Is preventing it from obtaining incor-
poration, and so the Individuals compris-
ing the foundation can be sued. There is no
protection for them.

We have seen this sinister attack by
the Government to prevent any opposition
to it. We have seen what happens to
anyone who goes to the Press and attempts
to disagree with the Government on en-
vironmental matters. We have seen the
Government using Its powers quite im-
properly to Prevent incorporation to a
body so that it will not have defence at
law.

Governments are not elected to defend
themselves, but are elected in the public
Interest. It is quite an improper use of
Power by the Government to make its
opponents defenceless. That is what has
occurred so far as that foundation is con-
cerned. There has been an attempt to
make it defenceless by refusing It incor-
poration so that the opposition to the
Government will be destroyed. That is
why when people talk about dictatorship
they are not being fanciful, but are, in
fact, giving vent to their concern in these
matters.

We find once again that the Premier
wrote to the Prime Minister (Mr Fraser)
about the taxation exemption in respect
of money paid to the Campaign to Save
Native Forests. Here there was an attempt
to discourage people from giving money to
the campaign because they would be de-
ried the boon of claiming It as a tax
deduction.

Sir Charles Court: Many organisations
do not get a tax deduction in respect of
subscriptions and contributions.

Mr A. B. TONKIN: That may be so.
Sir Charles Court: More don't than do.
Mr A. R. TONKINT: However, I suggest

that anyone who worries about the envir-
onment today Is a patriotic Australian and
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no Government, whether it agrees with a the law which is that the environmental
body or not, should be able to put obstacles
in its path. Increasingly more People be-
lieve that the environment is a great issue.
We have only to look at the mistakes
made by Governments to realise it is im-
portant. We cannot be arrogant and say
that because the Government has a policy
it is the right one. The Government very
often lags behind public opinion in these
matters and these amateur environmental
groups are a valuable forum for the Gov-
ermnent in order that it may gauge which
way the wind is blowing and learn from
them. in other words, they are a safety
valve for the Government. If we get rid of
these groups and make the job harder for
them we are removing a very important
part of our society.

Sir Charles Court: You do not get a tax
deduction for subscriptions and contribu-
tions to the church and many other vital
bodies in the community.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That resulted histor-
ically from the belief that the church
should not be estabished, as it was in
Britain. It was felt that the church and
the State should be quite separate and that
no encouragement should be given to a
connection between the Government and
the church. However. I do not say that is
the right decision, anyway.

That is not the point. I believe People
should be encouraged to give to these
bodies if they so wish because these bodies
are performing a valuable function.

I saw the Perth Town Hall crammed to
overflowing-people could not find room to
sit-on the night the Campaign to Save
Native Forests called a meeting to get
Western Australians to be concerned about
the forests. I think that is a wonderful
tribute to those involved. I would like to
see an awakening of conscience In this
society. In this respect these groups Per-
form a very worth-while function.

The fourth example I use to demonstrate
the Government's attack on environmental
groups is its refusal to confer with environ-
mental bodies about representation on the
Conservation and Environment Council. It
was Intended that those on the council
should be representatives of environ-
mental interests, yet those very Interests
are not consulted by the Minister. He
consults with the council itself and appoints
people to it without asking what the Con-
servation Council of WA or any other
amateur environmental body thinks of the
matter.

The reason the Government can get
away with such action Is that the relevant
Act was drafted during the regime of a
Government which did not believe it was
necessary to write in the legislation that
the Government should appoint one of
three nominees submitted to it. Because
this was not written In the letter of the
law, the Minister Is avoiding the spirit of

groups should be represented on the coun-
cil.

The ALP believes that the Parliament
should be the servant of the people and
the master of the Executive, and this is
why it believes In a system of standing
committees in order that the Parliament
can assert its authority over the Executive.
The ALP also believes In open government.
It believes the people have a right to
information.

This Parliament has been insulted by
the Premier in the answers to questions
asked In the first week of this session. He
said that he would not pander to the
technical curiosity of a member. Who is
the Premier to say that the desire for
technical Information arises from tech-
nical curiosity?

The Premier tried to besmirch members
of Parliament last year by saying that
someone was doing a PhD thesis based on
the information obtained; and that was
quite untrue. I do not know anyone who
has obtained information from this Parlia-
ment for a thesis of any kind, let alone for
a doctorate. Yet the Premier said he would
not give the technical Information which
was sought merely because of curiosity.

The reason the technical information is
needed is that matters of this nature are
technical. We live in a very complex and
technical kind of society and because we
are not satisfied with the bland assertions
and with the waffling that often recurs,
and because we want precise Information,
it does not behove the Premier to think
he can look Into someone else's mind and
assert that the information is desired be-
cause- of a technical curiosity.

The Premier should know enough about
the theory of Parliament to know that
when any information is asked for it Is
available not just to the member, but also
to the public; and this information Is
greatly needed. It is not good enough for
the Government to say that it knows the
answers and It will look after us.

Clement Attlee, the Prime Minister of
Britain from 1945 onwards, when ques-
tioned with other world leaders-and he
was In a coalition Government with
Churchill at the time-about the dropping
of atom bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima
indicated that they were not informed that
radiation from the bombs could cause
genetic mutation. They were not informed!

That was the situation In 1944 when the
Government did not know what kind of
toy it was playing with. So we cannot
assume Governments will have the In-
formation and know best. We reject that
argument because Herman Muller 20
Years earlier had undertaken research into
the radiation effects on genetic muta-
tion. This Information had been known
to scientists 20 years earlier. Yet Attlee
and those making the decision concerning
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the bombs were not informed by the
scientists of the kind of weapon they
Intended using.

So we cannot accept that the Govern-
ment knows best and that we, the people,
do not need to know the technical details,
because we have seen an enormous num-
ber of leakages from nuclear reactors
overseas. When we talk about a nuclear-
powered warship, we are talking about a
floating nuclear reactor.

Questions were asked about leakages,
about radionuclides being concentrated in
organisms, and about what action would
be taken to prevent such wastes entering
the food chain. They are progressively
concentrated along the food chain and
the man at the end of that chain is par-
ticularly susceptible to it. Questions were
asked about the fact that children under
two years of age are particularly sensitive
to irradiation of the thyroid by Iodine 13SL.
Answers given to these questions were, "It
is technical curiosity and we will not say
anything", or, "it is a military secret."
We were not trying to get military secrets
out of the Government. It Is not a military
secret. Discussion of Irradiation of the
thyroid can be found in any technical
journal.

We are concerned and we attempted to
find out what consultations had taken
place between Mr Killen and the Premier.
Apparently there had been secret meet-
ings on this question because the Premier
refused to discuss the matter. He would
not admit to or deny having had meet-
ings with Mr Killen. All he tried to do
was to suggest that In asking such ques-
tions I was somehow unpatriotic and we
were not going to discuss defence in this
Parliament.

It may well be the Commonwealth's
prerogative to discuss matters of defence
but it Is the State Government's preroga-
tive to concern Itself with questions of
environmental safety, and we have serious
doubts about environmental safety if
Cockburn Sound Is to be used by nuclear-
powered warships. We reject this treat-
ment of Parliament. When we want tech-
nical Information so that we can judge
for ourselves and the people can judge for
themselves how efficacious the Govern-
ment's Protection will be, we reject the
suggestion that It Is merely idle curiosity
or that someone might be writing a PhD
thesis. To suggest the Information given
in this Parliament would assist anyone
with a PhD thesis shows that the people
who make such suggestions do not under-
stand the high quality needed for doctoral
dissertations. I have never seen any in-
formation of such a highly technical
nature given In this Parliament.

The questions asked were certainly not
technical. We can see in Time magazine,
TI'e Age newspaper, The Australian news-
paper, or The West Australian newspaper

comments about irradiation of thyroid
glands. There is no question that this Par-
liament deserves to have information.

Let us make It quite clear: what will
happen with Cockburn Sound is that there
will be leakages from nuclear-powered -war-
ships. They will not be admitted to because
they will be classified as military secrets,
and it is the ambition of many bureaucrats
to work for the military machine because
they then achieve the bureaucrats'
ideal-the unbreakable and complete
cover-up. Whereas other civil servants
have to admit to things, under the cloak
of national security the military can say,
"No such leakages occurred."

How can we find out? If we try to find
out, we are likely to be regarded as security
risks. The fact is there have been leakages
In Japanese and United States harbours
from nuclear-powered warships. This is a
very serious problem.

The other factor is it will make Perth
for the first time ever a target for nuclear
attack. It will make Perth important
enough to be worried about in the case of
nuclear war, whereas otherwise Perth
would not have been considered important
enough. This is a new form of "Brisbane
line". During World War fl there was a
"Brisbane line", It was decided to abandon
Western Australia because it was dispen-
sable and was not essential to the defence
of Sydney and Melbourne. The same thing
is being done today in a different way. It
is being said it does not matter if an H-
bomb wipes out Cockburn Sound and,
therefore, Perth because they are not really
essential to the defence of Sydney and
Melbourne. If this kind of facility were
placed right alongside Sydney or Mel-
bourne it would cause a tremendous furore
in those cities.

This is not defence at all. This is not
the way In which to achieve defence; it
is the way to make Perth extremely vul-
nerable because, even if the present Gov-
ernment wanted to spend on hardware 10
times as much as it has spent so far, we
certainly cannot see in the foreseeable
future that Perth would be defensible in
the case of a nuclear attack.

However, I think the more likely danger
is through leakages from nuclear-powered
warships, and this Is something the State
Government has a responsibility to worry
about. But so far it has not Indicated in
any way that it will Insist upon certain
precautions being taken. The State Gov-
ernment is not prepared to admit it has
had discussions with Mr KJllen; nor has
it denied such discussions have taken
place. We want to know why it has become
a military secret as to whether the Premier
has spoken to the Minister for Defence.

Sir Charles Court: You are distorting
the answers you have received because we
have made it perfectly clear that adequate
precautions will be taken.

6D1
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Mr A. R. TONICN: That bland assertion Sir Charles Court: You would rather
is not nearly enough because what the
Government might think are adequate
precautions are not necessarily adequate
at all.

Sir Charles Court: Who is going to de-
dide-you?

Mr A. R. TONKIN: I say the people have
a right to judge whether the precautions
are adequate; and not all wisdom and
technical knowledge reside in Government
departments. The Premier says we should
trust the Government in spite of its record
and in spite of the fact that it is a Govern-
ment of the same colour as that which lied
about the Gulf of Tonking incident. It Is
the same Government which stated years
back, "We will tell you after the Industries
are established What pollution studies have
been carried out in Cockburn Sound." The
Government has refused to accept recom-
mendations and monitor the sound. It has
not been prepared to find out which i-
dustries axe polluting Cockburn Sound. Its
knowledge consists of some generalisations
about the ambient sea water. Questions
have been asked by the member for Rock-
Ingham, the member for Cockburn, myself,
and other members as to 'which Industries
are polluting Cockburn Sound. The Gov-
ermnent will not give the information but
it turns around and says, 'Trust us; we
will look alter you and the environment:
there will be adequate protection."

Sir Charles Court: Come out and say

you do not want any American ships here,
and you will be Saying what you really
mean.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That is the Premier's
opinion. We want to know that the health
and safety of the people of Perth are
being protected, but the Government is
silent about that matter. It is a matter the
Government is not prepared to look at, and
it is not prepared to attempt to discuss the
problem. The Government does not know
the problem exists. In every country of
the world there is tremendous worry about
leakage. We have heard of the radiation
leakage from the ship Mutsu.

Sir Charles Court: You are a know-all.
You do not know anything about nuclear
ships and leakage.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: it is common know-
ledge outside this Parliament. The Gov-
ernment is saying it is not a problem. We
are not saying we do not want American
ships here.

Sir Charles Court: Not much! That is
what your real objection is.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: That is the Premier's
opinion.

Sir Charles Court: I am waiting to hear
you say you want American defence here.
I am waiting.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: We do not want
American defence here if the cost is that
there will be nuclear irradiation.

have the Russians.
Mr A. ft. TONKIN: We do not want

Russians here either.
Sir Charles Court: Not much!

Mr A. ft. TONKIN: This is a concern
over the environment.

Sir Charles Court: You are not fooling
anybody over this business.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Neither is the
Premier. When he says, "Thiere will be
adequate precautions, I know there will
be", he has not a clue what they will be.
He cannot stipulate what the adequate
precautions will be.

Sir Charles Court: I am not going to
tell you: You would be the last person I
Would tell because I have a responsibility
to the community.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: All right; the Pre-
mier is not prepared to say what pre-
cautions will be taken. This is not a matter
of revealing a military secret; it is a
question of monitoring. All we want to
know is what monitoring will occur in the
event of a visit by a nuclear-powered
warship. The Premier says the Precautions
will be adequate, just as he made an
assertion about the Gulf of Tonking in-
cident; and so did the McMahon Govern-
ment tell untruths in respect of that
incident.

Point of Order
Sir CHARLES COURT: On a point of

order, Mr Speaker, I ask for a withdrawal,
The member said I told untruths. I have
never said anything about the incident to
which he refers.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: Mr Speaker, I have
not said the Premier told untruths: I said
the McMahon Government told untruths.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I have to Insist
on a withdrawal, because the member re-
ferred to me in respect of that incident.
In the first place he referred to the other
Government.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: If the Hansard
record shows that to be so, then I with-
draw.

Sir Charles Court: You can't get away
with that.

Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: With what?
Sir Charles Court: With what You said

the first time. Now You have withdrawn
it, I am satisfied.

Debate Resumned
Mr A. Rt. TONKIN: The point I am

making is that Governments which say
that adequate precautions are being taken

cannot expect the people to accept that,
especially after the way in which the
People were fooled over the Gulf of
Tonking incident. What was stated to have
occurred on that occasion was quite
untrue.
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I have already quoted Clement Attlee
who, when discussing the dropping of
atomic weapons on Nagasaki and Hiro-
shima, did not know the most elementary
scientific fact that had been revealed in
a paper by Herman Muller some 20 years
earlier and nor were the other leaders
Informed either. I am saying that when
the Premier says adequate precautions
will be taken we will not accept that
because It is typical of the bland assertion
he makes which is of use to no-one, We
want to know the technical details. It Is
no good the Premier suggesting that we
are somehow soft on defence or that we
want defence secrets revealed, because
there are no defence secrets involved in
this instance. It is a question of monitor-
ing, and it would not matter If It were
a fishing vessel or a reactor producing
electricity, the same amount of monitor-
Ig would be necessary.

When the Premier says adequate pre-
cautions will be taken I do not believe
either he or his Minister for Conserva-
tion and the Environment has a clue re-
garding the type of monitoring that will
occur. My guess Is that we will just hope
for the best and that no such monitoring
will occur; and If there Is monitoring it
is not a military matter but a straightout
environmental matter. This monitoring
occurs In many places throughout the
United States every day, and we want to
know exactly what kind of monitoring Is
envisaged here.

The answers, we ha-ve received to ques-
tions have been Pathetic. I asked a ques-
tion last year about the staffing arrange-
ments in the Department of Conservation
and the Environment, and whether a
pollution control officer was to be ap-
pointed. The Minister for Conservation
and the Environment said that staffng
matters would not be the subject of dis-
cussion in this House. I then asked a
question of the Premier. I asked him how
long had he not been prepared to discuss
staffing arrangements of Government de-
partments In this House. He replied that I
should have been more specific In my ques-
tion. I then asked the Premier whether a
pollution control officer was to be ap-
pointed and he replied, "NO".

Although the Premier said my question
was not specific, he replied to the very
same question I had asked of the Minister
for Conservation and the Environment,
who refused to answer it. This Is the sort
of nonsensical answer which indicates an
incompetent Government which is treat-
ing Parliament with contempt.

Last year the Minister for Mines, with
a great deal of arrogance-which appar-
ently be is learning from the Premier-
said in answer to a question, "Any primary
school child would know the answer to
that." Those words were actually contained
in an answer given in this Parliament.
Within a month of that occurrence an

answer given by the same Minister con-
tained a figure which was 1 000 times too
small. The figure concerned the amount
of slag produced, and the Minister made
a mistake of 1 000 times. He gave an
answer that any child would know was
not accurate. That Is the kind of thing
upon which an arrogant person trips up;
he himself was shown not to be able to
understand the answer he gave.

When we asked questions about the Con-
servation Through Reserves Committee re-
port the Minister for Conservation and the
Environment continually said he would
not answer them because the matter was
being considered by the EPA. That actu-
ally applied to systems 1, 2, 3, 4. 5, 8, 9.
10, 11, and 12, but did not apply to systems
6 and '7. Yet In reply to every question I
asked about systems 6 and 7 the Minister
said that he had already Informed me he
would not discuss the matter. It was not
a matter of questions being asked on mat-
ters that were before the EPA, because
systems 6 and '7 were not before the au-
thority. However, as soon as the Minister
saw "CTRC" he refused to answer the
question.

I have given an example of a
question I asked of the Minister for
Conservation and the Environment, and I
had to ask another question of the Prem-
ier In order to obtain the answer. People
complain about the number of questions
asked in this place, but the number would
be much lesser if sensible answers were
given In the first place.

Questions were asked as to how the
consideration of system 6 would be ex-
pedited, and the Minister replied, "I have
said this is before the EPA and I will
not discuss It." He was wrong: system 6
was not before the EPA. My question had
nothing to do with the kind of answer he
gave. This is the kind of nonsense that
comes forward.

There was an omnission from the CTRC
report of what was to be done with regard
to the Hamersley Range National Park
and a land swap attempted to be organised
by Lang Hancock. I asked a question as
to why this bad been omitted from the
report and the Minister gave his stock
reply: "This is before the EPA end I will
not discuss it."

What nonsense! It was not before the
EPA: it was omitted from the report and,
therefore, had not even gone to the EPA.
I want to know why this land swap was
not made public, and why it was omitted
from the report. Why was there a cover-up
in this case? The Minister would not dis-
cuss the matter, but hid behind a claim
that the EPA was looking at the matter,
which it was not.

We have seen this Government refuse
to reveal the grave doubts contained In
the report prepared by the Town Plan-
ning Department for the EPA-rave
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doubts about the social and urban de-
sirability of a jumbo steel mill. We have
a, report prepared by the Town Planning
Department which indicates that if Perth
becomes a steel mill town there will be
very serious social problems; and because
that might make people wonder about the
desirability of a, jumbo steel mill, the Gov-
ernment refused to reveal the report. We
do not believe in that kind of secrecy.

We want to know when the people are
going to be informed as to which companies
are destroying Cockburn Bound. We have
asked this question time and time again
and we have been fobbed off with an-
swers which say, "You will know when the
study has been completed." When the
study has been completed it has not re-
vealed a thing. The recent Scott report
was a desk study-a review of previous
studies--and there was nothing new in it.
Of course, no direct monitoring of effluent
outfalls has taken place.

A person who commits almost any crime
-even a petty crime-has his name re-
ported in the newspaper; and here we
have companies which are destroying
Cockburn Bound and yet this Government
protects them for commercial interests.
The Government applies a double stan-
4ard. It will Protect corporations and
people who are there to maximise Profits
and who may be very unpatriotic Austra-
lians because of the damage they are
causing to the environment, but it will
pursue with the full rigour of the law
people who commit other crimes.

Vagrancy and similar crimes with which
people are charged do far less harm
to you, Sir, to me, and to the People of
this State, than what is happening at
Cockburn Sound. This all adds up to the
fact that this Government cannot be
trusted with the protection of Cockburn
Sound; it will protect the guilty ones. How
can we be sure it will not protect nuclear-
powered warships which cause irradiation
of the waters of Cockburn Sound? How
can we be sure that it will not protect a
Jumbo steel mill?

The SPEAKER: Order! The member has
five minutes.

Mr A. R. TONKIN: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. How can we be sure, given the
track record of this Government? We can-
not be sure. We are not prepared to
accept the bland assertions made by the
Premier that adequate precautions are
being taken. Adequate precautions have
not been taken to date at Cockburn Sound.
How do we know that precautions will be
taken when there are radiation leaks from
a warship; or that the true state of the
matter will be revealed when a jumbo
steel mill is established? This Government
has showed itself to be secretive and has
refused to answer Questions in Parliament.
Therefore, the people of Western Australia
can take no confidence from any asser-
tion made by the Premier or any of his

Ministers that there is no need to worry
about what is likely to happen in the case
of new Industry or in the case of visits
by nuclear-powered warships.

Amendment to Motion
Mr Speaker, I move an amendment as

foallows--
That the following words be added

to the motion-
However, we deplore the fact that
the Government has failed to dis-
charge its responsibilities to the
true welfare of the people of Wes-
tern Australia, particularly in re-
lation to-

the undoubted hazards likely
to result in the event of the
use of Cockburn Sound by
nuclear-powered vessels;
the continuing and accelerat-
ing damage being done to the
waters of Cockburn Sound
and the failure of the Gov-
ernment to take any effective
action;
its sacrifice of environmental
quality for the sake of expe-
diency and short-lived com-
mercial gain;
its failure to answer
adequately Parliamentary
Questions which are vital to
the proper management and
welfare of the people and
which would be answered by
a Government with a proper
respect for Parliament;

and inform Your Excellency that
the Government no longer has
the confidence of the House.

Mr Speaker, I have indicated already the
basis of this kind of charge. We believe
in open government; we believe that the
people have a right to information; we be-
lieve that the right of the people should
not be treated with contempt and they
should not be told not to worry about their
technical curiosity when Information Is
being sought. We are not prepared to ac-
cept that the Government will provide ade-
quate precautions for the people when the
Government has shown itself unable to
take Precautions.

We have at Swinana a living monument
to the Premier's lack of concern for the
environment. We cannot have any confi-
dence that the leopard will change its
spots. We cannot have any confidence that
in the future the Government will be any
more zealous to protect people and their
environment from damage being caused by
industry of any kind, and especially, of
course, by nuclear-powered warships.

To say that we are putting this forward
because we do not want American warships
is nonsense. In every country there is con-
cern about nuclear radiation. I do not
th~nk the Premier understands what these
wastes can do. The wastes last for half a
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million years before they decay, They have
the power to cause cancer and leukaemta
and to change the genetic structure of
human beings so that their grandchildren
and great grandchildren are affected.
These are not ordinary kinds of problems;,
they are not the sort of problem that one
gets with nitrous oxide in the air from a
jumbo steel mill. These problems are far
more serious. We cannot accept that the
adequate precautions about which the
Premier talks will be adequate for scien-
tific reasons or for the people because we
have seen already that the so-called ade-
quate precautions of the Government in
environmental matters are quite unsub-
stantial.

Sitting suspended froma 3.45 to 4.04 pan.

The SPEAKER; Is there a seconder to
the motion?

Mr BERTRAM: I second the motion.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [4.05 p.m.).
I am grateful to my colleague, the member
for Morley, for having moved an amend-
ment which gives me the opportunity to
voice several comments on a subject which
has been before this 'House during the
course of the last week. I refer to the
replies given by the Minister for Housing
in connection with proposed changes to
the system of calling for tenders by the
State Housing Commission for country
buildings.

The sectlon of the amendment to which
I want to refer, particularly, is that which
reads-

its failure to answer adequately
parliamentary questions which are
vital to the Proper management and
welfare of the people and which
would be answered by a Government
with a proper respect for Parliament;

That is precisely what has occurred in
the case of the calling for tenders by the
State Housing Commission. The building
programme of the State Housing Commis-
sion is most important, especially in coun-
try areas. I will refer to the sequence of
events which has led up to my present
remarks. After all, we are talking about
the House of Government of this State
and it is only reasonable-and essential-
that we should be able to expect and
anticipate that questions will be answered
fully and frankly.

To illustrate this point I1 will give several
examples. The first example concerns a
question I asked without notice on the
30th March, 1978. 1E intend to quote the
whole of the question so that it will fit
into the sequence of the other remarks
I propose to make. My question was--

(1) Does the State Housing Commis-
sion propose to call tenders for
the building of new houses en
bloc for various regions?

(2) If "Yes" to (1), In what regions
is it proposed to call tenders for
the erection of new houses, and
how many houses are involved
in each region?

The answer was set out fairly exactly. The
Minister thanked me for having given
some notice of the question, and then
replied-

(1) Yes, in the four Housing Commis-
sion administrative regions out-
side the north-west of the State.

(2) Southern region-5B housing units
South-western region-121 hous-

ing units
North central region-TI housing

units
Central region-1O? housing units

The Minister added-
I would like to emphaslse that this
is not the size of the tender, but the
number of units we will attempt to
build in each of the regions over a
protracted period.

That is fair enough, and in that conclud-
ing remark he deliberately and Positively
made the point that it was not the size
of the tender being discussed, but the
total number of houses In each region.

Bearing those remarks in mind, on the
same day I asked a further question in
an attempt to clarify the point raised. My
question was--

Ref erring to the reply he gave me
a little while ago, what are the sizes
of the tenders which -will be let initi-
ally in each of the regions to which
he referred as they pertain to the
State Housing Commission?

The reply was--
This has not yet been completely
finalised. We have some estimate of
what they might be, and they will be
going up for tender next month. If the
member places this question on the
notice paper I will be able to give him
more accurate information.

I make the point that the houses were
going up for tender in the next month.
Bearing in mind that the date of my
question was the 30th March, they went
up for tender during the same week.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is correct; four
days later.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Quite so, three days
later. However, the reply to my question
stated that the details were not finalised.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is right; they were
not finalised on the Thursday.

Mr H. D. EVANS: On the Thursday?
Mr P. V. Jones: That Is right; that was

the advertisement.
Mr H. D. EVANS: The actual advertise-

ment! The naivity of the reply to my ques-
tion should now be apparent. A consider-
able sum of money must have been i-n-
volved and we are expected to believe that
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the arrangements were finalised in that
short time; in other words the formalities
for the tender were completed and the ad-
vertisement was typed out for insertion In
a newspaper. There must have been a
lapse of time for all those arrangements
to be made.

Mr P. V. Jones: Not at all. I told you we
had made an estimate but the final num-
ber of houses was not known on the day
on which you asked the question.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Let us pursue the
matter a little further and evaluate the
merit of that interJectory answer. On the
following day I asked a. further question
involving five parts. I will content myself
by referring members to part (5) of my
question, which was--

Under the proposed S.E.C. pro-
gramnme, for how many houses is It
proposed to cal en bloc tenders this
year, in the following regions--

The regions were then listed. The reply
to that part of my question was that the
information was provided In answer to a
question without notice from me on the
30th March, 1976. In other words, I was
referred to the very answer I quoted,
which gave not the size of the tender but
the numbers it was proposed to call in
total in the course of the programme.

The evasion of the question was main-
tained. On the same day, the 31st March,
I asked a further question-

Is it intended under the proposals of
the State Housing Commission that
tenders for the construction of new
houses in country regions could be and
will be called in groups in excess of
40?

1 mentioned the figure which had been
suggested to me by way of a report of a
visit by the Minister to Northam. The Min-
ister replied-

I am not quite certain, because I do
not have the information to hand,
whether one or two of the tenders
may be In excess of 40. Certainly my
recollection, from seeing the estimate
and the suggested figure is that none
are in excess of 40.

There is a certain irreconcilability arising
from the answers to those questions. The
Minister evaded providing the specific
number of block tenders, and even when
the number 40 was suggested, the answer
was evasive.

Mr P. V. Jones: Bearing In mind it was
a question without notice, and remember-
Ing I indicated it was an estimate and
that I did not have the Information on
that particular question with me.

Mr O'Connor: The Opposition Is really
battling.

Mr P. V. Jones: The question was asked
on Wednesday, the 31st March.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The date is correct.
I think I had better read the reply to my
question again.

Mr P. V. Jones: I can read it myself be-
cause I have it In front of me.

Mr H. D3. EVANS: The answer to the
question, In part, stated-

I am not quite certain because I do
not have the information to hand,
whether one or two of the tenders may
be in excess of 40.

I have here the advertisements for the
tenders. My question was asked on the 31st
March, and on the 3rd April, the following
Saturday, a completed tender list had been
submitted to the newspaper and printed.
The advertisement must have been lodged
certainly on the Friday morning in order
to be published in Saturday's paper. The
Minister said that he was not sure, but
answered f row recollection.

I will make a6 further point. On the 1st
April there appeared in the Southt Western
Thunes an article under the heading "State
Housing Commission to amend its method
of calling contracts'. That article appeared
the day after the Minister was talking
about the position not being finalised.

If this information Is contained in an
article in the Press--and I presume the
minister would have been aware of the
existence of this article-then not only
the content of the article must ha've been
within his knowledge, but also he must
have been aware of the arrangement and
Preparation of tenders worth In excess of
$1 million.

Mr P. V. Jones: What is the problem?
The number of houses in the tender, the
method of calling tenders, or what?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Our worry and con-
cern is indicated in the terms of the
amendment before the House, and that is
the method of answering questions here.
I am going through the questions, and I
am delighted to show the extent of de-
viation that has been perpetrated. This
case is a classic example.

Mr P. V. Jones: I do not think you
have shown very much yet, but perhaps
there is more to come.

Mr Hf. 01 EVANS: Let us come to some
of these irreconcilabilities again.

Mr O'Neil, You are putting up a very
good ease for Ministers to refuse to answer
questions without notice.

Mr O'Connor: That Is right.
Mr J. T. Tonkin: Which they quite often

do.
Mr May: They do that now,
Mr O'Neil: The Minister said he was

not sure of the answer, but he tried to
reply to the question. You say he is being
devious.

Mr H. D. EVANS: He did not try to
answer the question.

Mr Bertram:* Did he correct the answer
subsequently?
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Mr H. D. EVANS: In no way. The day
after the question was answered, we see a
full statement about the matter in the
Press. Then on the Thursday a statement
appeared in the South Western Times.
Probably this lapse of time was accounted
for by the delay in delivery of the release
to the newspaper office. Here the Min-
ister tries to say he had a right not to
know the answer1 and I san saying he
had every right to know it, considering
the amount of finance and the building
programnne involved. That is the very
point.

Mr O'Neil: You are accusing the Min-
ister of being devious,

Mr P. V. Jones: Why not read the rest
of the answer which states, "If the hon-
ourable member would like to pursue the
matter with me I can give him the figures
that we are considering at Present.",

Mr H. D. EVANS: I will read that, cer-
tainly.

Mr P. V. Jones: There is no need-I have
just indicated the answer.

Mr H. D. EVANS: Another matter that
is Irreconcilable here is that the Minister
gave the total amount in the building
programme, and not the size of the en bloc
tender. He made that point Initially, but
when it was pointed out to him, he related
it back to the first aspect. It Is this tech-
nique in answering questions that I do not
think should be acceptable in this place.
It was suggested that the tenders were
for blocks in excess of 40 houses, when
already the tender size had been indicated
as 22, 53, 40, and 44 hoiuses. The Min-
ister was not in a Position to be cate-
gorical at that stage, even though the
details appeared in the Press very shortly
afterwards, and indeed, the following day
a statement appeared in the South West-
ern Times showing the proposals for the
State Housing Commission to change Its
procedure.

Mr P. V. Jones: Did that article give
the number of houses?

Mr H. D. EVANS: It gave general num-
bers.

Mr P. V. Jones: That Is right, but do
you think that I come here every day
with the figures of all tenders?

Mr H. D, EVANS: I should imagine In
a case where the commission is letting
out tenders for a full Year's Programme-

Mr P. V. Jones: That is not a full
year's programme.

Mr H4. D. EVANS: -the Minister should
certainly have known.

Mr P. V. Jones: Right, but that is not
the full year's Programme.

Mr H9. D. EVANS: The most charitable
construction I can put on this answer Is
that the Minister is a fool and does not
know what is going on in his department.

Point of Ordfer
Mr P. V. JONES: On a point of order

I ask that the inference made by the hon-
ourable member be withdrawn.

The SPEAKER: The Minister wishes to
have the offending inference made by the
member for Warren withdrawn. Will the
honourable member withdraw his state-
ment?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I1 realise You are at
a disadvantage, Sir, in niot knowing what
the inference was. It was not an infer-
ence; it was a definite statement, but on
your instruction, Sir, I will withdraw it.

Mr May: If the cap fits!1

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr H. D. EVANS: I turn now to the
reason that this matter ise important. The
whole country building industry is in-
volved, and that is why it is of such con-
cern to us. No doubt that is why the Min-
ister was concerned that the policy should
see the light of day in a clear and un-
equivocal fashion. If tenders are let en
bloc it means that only the large building
companies will be capable physically of
undertaking the construction of the
houses Involved. In the first stage the
tender requires that every block is for
over 30 houses, but in addition to that,
the successful tenderer will have the op-
portunity to negotiate to undertake the
remainder of the work for the following
12 months' programme.

Point of order
Mr P. V. JONES: On a Point of order,

could I ask what this has to do with the
amendment, because it relates to not ans-
wering questions, and not to the policy of
the State Housing Commission.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Warren.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I am highlighting
the importance of this mpatter In relation
to the answering of questions. My remarks
are an elaboration to show the serious-
ness I attached to the situation I en-
countered. The position is sufficiently
serious to involve virtually every small
builder in the country areas of this State.
These builders will not be able to compete
in tendering for work under the building
Programme as laid down by the admin-
istration of the State Housing Commis-
sion, and as a consequence they will be
disadvantaged to a tremendous extent.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr H. D). EVANS: Having given that
clarification, I will go on to explain why
the Minister should have been concerned
to have this matter made completely
and unequivocally clear. He knows the
enormity of what will transpire from this
policy. It is certain that the Minister gave
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some indication of the problems he is
confronted with in this matter, but that
does not alter the situation for the coun-
try builders concerned. If a large metro-
politan building firm successfully tenders
for the construction of 30, 40, or 50 houses
the materials will be purchased in large
quantities at discount rates in the metro-
politan area.

Mr O'Neil: You are wandering away
from the amendment again.

Mr H. D. EVANS: As well as the coun-
try builders, the suppliers of material and
also subcontractors in these areas will be
disadvantaged. Small firms engaged in
drainage, electrical work, and earthwork,
will not have a chance to compete. I have
worked out that about 25 Per cent of the
country building programme will be ten-
dered for in small lots, but '75 per cent
will not be. My figures are based on the
Press release appearing in the South West-
ern Times.

Mr Thompson: Do not the large Perth
building firms use local subcontractors?

Mr H. D. EVANS: I should imagine
they do this, on a sort of milk run basis.
Every house would be brought up to a
certain stage, and the contractor would
then bring In a team of tilers, electricians,
or plumbers. Do not forget that some
firms which tender for these contracts
are not, for instance, plumbers In their
own right. Certain sections of the work
are sublet to subcontractors who have
the expertise for the work. This is happen-
ing all the time, and quite frankly, it is
where the tender system breaks down.

The other situation-
Mr O'Connor: It would want to be

better than the last one.
Mr P. V. Jones: You are not doing too

well so far.
Mr Sodeman: That was not a very good

argument.
Mr O'Connor: The weakest argument I

have heard.
Mr Young: Were you referring to some-

one working on someone else's building
ticket?

Mr H. D. EVANS: Taking out e. cont-
ract.

Mr Young: You are supposed to be talk-
ing about questions.

Mr H. D. EVANS: A Plumber may be
unable to handle the carpentry work, and
he will subcontract it.

On Wednesday, the 7th April, 1976, Iasked a question on notice concerning the
building programme for Pensioner accom-
modation at Pemberton. The answer I
received was that the commission had
withdrawn its tentative Programme for
1975-76 construction because suitable land
was not available. Having been involved
with the Pensioners' League and the Senior
Citizens Accommodation Committee, it is

something about which I have a very real
concern. On the following day I asked this
question-

Pursuant to his reply to question '79
on Wednesday, the 7th April, in which
he stated that the State Housing
Commission programme to build six
pensioner units at Pemberton had
been withdrawn because the comnmis-
sion could not acquire suitable land.
would he, as a matter of urgency, have
a senior officer of the State Housing
Commission visit Pemberton to dis-
cuss the question with the Senior
Citizens Accommodation Committee
and the Pensioners League, and If so
when could such a visit take place?

The reply is a classic. It states-
It has already been arranged that an
officer of the State Housing Commis-
sion will visit Pemberton at the earliest
opportunity and meet the appropriate
organisations.

The text of the answer was that it had
already been arranged.

Mr P. V. Jones: That Is right.
Mr H. D. EVANS: When I returned to

Manjimup on the Friday, I received a
telephone call from the Pemberton
chemist who is involved with this commit-
tee and he told me that officers of the
State Housing Commission had been en-
deavouring to contact him to discuss the
matter.

Mr P. V. Jones: Smart service!
Mr H. D. EVANS: In answer to the ques-

tion the Minister told me It had been
arranged.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is right.
Mr H. D. EVANS: And the very next

day the officers of his department are
trying to do something about it.

Mr P. V. Jones: That Is right-trying
to get there to do it.

Mr H. D. EVANS: But the Minister said
it had been arranged.

Mr P. V. Jones: That is right-don't you
want fast service? We are happy to give
It.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I appreciate the
service.

Mr P. V. Jones: Thank you.
Mr H. D. EVANS: However, I do not

appreciate the distortion. If the Minister
intended to arrange this, that is fair
enough. However, he stated unequivocally
that it had been arranged. It is not the
Purpose of questions to get down to fine
shades of meanings.

Mr P. V. Jones: I think you are getting
down to fine shades of meanings.

Mr H. 0. EVANS: Some form of frank
and firm answer is required. That is the
substance of my speech to this amendment
moved by the member for Morley, and for
that reason I support It.
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MR P. v. JONES (Narrogin-Minister
for Housing) [4.27 p.m.]: We seem to have
wandered from Cockburn Sound, through
Manjimup, and then to pensioner units at
Pemberton.

Mr H. D. Evans: They are tied up with
the thread of the quality of the answers
we receive.

Mr P. V. JONES: The amendment is a,
very interesting piece of work, but when
it is shorn of all the rhetoric we have
heard this afternoon, It is the same old
story.

Prom the member for Morley we heard
the same continual tune we have heard
for some time. He said very little that we
have not heard before although a few
words have been changed, and a few situ-
ations are a little different, but the prin-
ciple is the same.

First of all I would like to deal with the
subject of Cockburn Sound. This matter
has been considered for some time, and in
this Parliament we have already tabled the
reports of the consultants. Clearly, these
reports oblige the Government to consider
certain courses of action In regard to the
sound, particularly its future environmen-
tal management and the establishment of
criteria for development. It has been sug-
gested that nothing has occurred, nothing
will take place, and nothing is even con-
templated. I am afraid the member for
Morley is in for a surprise as far as
Cockburn Sound is concerned. He has al-
ready drawn attention to the Meagher and
U~ Provost report.

Mr Barnett: And the W. D. Scott report.
Mr P. V. JONES: We know of the recom-

mendations contained in those reports as
well as the report commissioned by the
Fremantle Port Authority. In fact, In the
Press the honourable member referred to
one of the recommendations; namely, the
establishment of a statutory authority. All
these matters are being considered cur-
rently by the Government, as well as the
final submission which should be received
in the near future. It is being discussed
by all bodies associated with Cockburn
Sound-the industries, the local authorities
and the port authority.

I stress that point for one other reason,
because part of the member's comments
referred to the lack of public involvement
and the allegation that we make decisions
in isolation. But in the very example on
which the Government has been criticised,
there is a degree of public involvement
which denies and refutes the argument.

The honourable member referred to the
member for Cockburn and the member for
Rockingham. We will not make a decision
until we have received the Inputs from the
relevant local governing authorities. Their
local authorities will be providing informa-
tion, and making their voices heard and
their opinions felt. When all this informa-
tion is received, but not before, the matter

will be considered. The whole question of
Cockburn Sound has taken on a new mean-
ing of emotive rhetoric on the matter of
nuclear vessels.

Mr Hartrey: It does not Involve only
rhetoric.

Mr P. V. JONES: What are we to call it
when the Parliament is used, by way of
questions we have already heard discussed
this afternoon, and the Press is used, to
try to distort the situation relating to the
use of a naval facility?

In the answer which I gave and which
has been referred to today, I clearly indi-
cated that defence is an Issue of such im-
portance that surely no responsible mem-
ber in this House would like to see the
Government revealing for public con-
sumption this country's defence arrange-
ments. Is that what members apposite
want?

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: We are not talking
about revealing defence information. I was
talking about the monitoring of radiation
leaks.

Mr P. V. JONES: If the honourable
member had been listening, he would know
that precautions will be taken. In another
part of the same answer, I referred to
the work involved in establishing accept-
able conditions under which this naval
facility will be utilised. What more assur-
ance do members want? How clearly must
it be spelt out?

The Government has stated in this Par-
liament that adequate assurances can be
given relating to safety precautions. The
word "aidequate' was called into question.
What more assurances can the Govern-
ment give? If ever there was to be an
emotive Issue which would destroy the very
argument it puts up. It is a matter like
this.

A considerable amount of work has been
undertaken regarding the management of
Cockburn Sound. A decision will not be
made until the matter has been made pub-
lic, and the reactions of the public have
been received. In addition, the opinions
of the management of industry in the
area and local government will be taken
into consideration, as well as all other
aspects of the development and utilisation
of the entire Cockburn area.

The next paragraph in the honourable
member's amendment refers to "the failure
of the Government to take any effective
action" where Cockburn Sound is con-
cerned, I reiterate that this paragraph
has no future relevance in view of what
I have indicated already is being under-
taken. and the information which we hope
soon will be available to us so that any
decision relating to the future of this area
can be made based on full and complete
knowledge.

The member for Morley referred to
many of the aspects he raised when speak-
ing to a Private member's motion during
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a Previous session of this Parliament re- Cook spoke this morning? The member for
lating to the Government's involvement
with what he termed as "amateur environ-
mental groups" and he claimed that there
was a minimal amount of public participa-
tion in important matters relating to the
environment.

I do not Propose to go over that matter
again, because my reply to his allegation
is on record. It is quite ridiculous and
misleading to suggest that the Govern-
ment is not in any way interested in Pri-
vate amateur environmental groups.

Mr A. R. Tonkin: It is interested all
right; it is trying to destroy them.

Mr P. V. JONES: There are many re-
sponsible people and responsible environ-
mental groups with whom I have had
discussions and with whom the department
co-operates. These people and groups do
a great deal of good In the community
in making people aware of environmental
issues. They are of assistance In helping
us to know what Is the public's opinion
and they assist In educating people in
matters of environmental management.

Indeed, our committee for understand-
ing the environment is a group which en-
deavours to get educational matters into
schools so that people can become more
aware of all the matters associated with
environmental management.

But even as there are these groups of
responsible people, there are also irres-
ponsible groups, and no involvement what-
soever will be entered into either by myself
or the Department of Conservation and
Environment with such people or groups
who use important subjects for their own
ends.

The South-West Forest Defence Foun-
dation has been referred to. This group
wrote to me asking whether I would meet
them with a view to obtaining my aid, the
end result of which would be to prevent
the operation of the Manjimup wood chip
Project. My reply was quite clearly, "No,
I will not"; however, I Invited them to
come and see me, if they wished, to dis-
cuss any aspect of the project not related
to the prime purpose they had in mind
and I understand still have In mind.

The group has accepted my invitation
and in fact will be seeing me shortly. It
is quite ridiculous to suggest I am attempt-
ing to crucify this group or wipe it out
because of some legal requirement.

Perhaps we could refer to the latest
action of the Secretary of the Trades and
Labor Council (Mr Cook) who, according
to the Press, has written a report on the
Manimtup wood chip project. I wonder
what he is doing. What he has not said
he is doing is this: He is placing In
jeopardy the jobs of all the people associa-
ted with the wood chip industry in the
Manjimup area. Where does the member
for Warren stand on that matter? Is he
going to lead the March about which Mr

Warren Is on record as supporting this
project.

Mr H. fl. Evans: I still do. but with some
qualifications.

Mr P. V. JONES: Is the honourable
member Joining the union call to ban the
project?

Mr H. D. Evans: I still support the pro-
ject, but with some qualifications and
questions.

Mr P. V. JONES: We are back to this
again, are we?

Mr H. D. Evans: I question the rate of
overcutting, because the karri forest will
not last another 15 years at the present
rate.

Mr P. V. JONES: Does the honourable
member support what the Secretary of the
TLC said in relation to monitoring?

Mr H. D. Evans: Of course I do not;
monitoring is being carried out. But does
the Minister support the overcutting at Its
present level?

Mr P. V. JONES: The point I am mak-
ing is that people use environmental mat-
ters in order to whip up public opinion in
an emotional and irresponsible manner. I
have given two clear examples of things
that distort and mislead the situation and
do a great disservice to the development
of this State.

It cannot be denied that we have
enough knowledge and expertise to make
certain that the development of this State
occurs in harmony and sympathy with the
environment, provided adequate environ-
mental management and safeguards are
observed; that is Irrefutable. Yet we have
those who would choose to be just knockers
and who would wish to see no development
at all take place. Those people stand con-
demned for their attitude.

I refer now to the final paragraph of
the honourable member's amendment,
whch relates to the whole matter of
answering questions. My answer to ques-
tion 20 of the 31st March, 1976, concludes
as follows-

The Government has no intention of
allowing answers to questions to be
used as a vehicle for either satisfying
the curiosity of a particular member
in respect of technical matters; or
wittingly, or unwittingly, disclosing
publicly Information which could be
to the detriment of our State and
National security.

The final part refers to Cockburn Sound,
but the first part deals with the answering
of questions. I should like to make my Posi-
tion quite clear, as I did during a pre-
vious session when a similar matter was
raised. In the previous session, the mem-
ber for Morley asked me 97 questions. I
may stand corrected on this, in case the
member for Warren wishes to research
this point, but of those 97 questions I
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answered something like 75 In complete de-
tail; a further number were referred to
previous answers and I refused to give in-
formation on a further small balance.

Mr A. Rt. Tonkin: What about the non-
sensical answers?

Mr O'Neil: What about the nonsensical
questions?

Mr P. V. JONES: That will continue to
be the case, because the department is not
to be considered as a research facility.
available in any undue or unreasonable
manner to any member of Parliament. I
understand that Erskine May wrote that
questions on notice generally are asked in
order to elicit information which Is not
readily available from any other source.

Certainly, in my own case, the technical
information which has been sought in the
last week or so will take a considerable
time to provide and may in the future be
provided, if at all, by mail. it Is a plain
matter of fact that the resources of my
department are not readily available at
such short notice to supply the information
which on occasions has been sought. How-
ever, notwithstanding that, we will con-
tinue to provide whatever is reasonable and
readily available within the space of time
available to us.

I do not wish to give the amendment
more padding than it warrants. 'However,
the member for Warren referred to the
matter of housing. He referred to a para-
graph from the amendment, and alluded
not Just to what he saw as an inability to
provide adequate housing information, but
also spoke to the information he was seek-
Ing. Mr Speaker, with your indulgence. I
should like to provide a relevant fact or
two relating to this matter.

The member for Warren questioned the
State Housing Commission's policy regard-
ing tendering. I make no apology for this
policy. The member for Warren will be
the first to complain if his district does
not obtain the housing to which it Is
entitled. It Is a matter of record that the
State Housing Commission has been re-
ceiving a very poor tender performance In
many, if not in most country areas of
Western Australia.

I provided the information that in re-
spect of one group of 20 tenders, there
were no takers for eight or nine tenders,
there was one taker for another eight
tenders, and there were multiple tenders
for the balance. On that basis a policy has
been formed which will cater for some-
thing like two-thirds of the commission's
programme, but that Is another matter.

This policy also provides for the em-
ployment of apprentices, and In the long
term it will bring about a far better con-
struction programme of houses in country
areas. This policy also provides sufficient
flexibility to small country builders to
whom the member for Warren referred,

and they will be able to obtain a part of
the work. As announced in the Press, this
work will be available to them.

I now want to mention two figures. In
relation to the lack of performance by
country builders, I should point out that
in the last financial year this cost the
State Housing Commission $111 012 in
loss of rents. More importantly, by hav-
ing to recall tenders where tenders were
not taken up by builders, the commission
had to go through the process of calling
tenders again. The time delays resulted
in a loss of $355 364 to the commission,
and this represents the cost of more than
15 houses at Manjimup. Yet this is what
the member for Warren has attacked.

I could enlarge on what I have said,
but I shall not do so. I thank you, Mr
Speaker, for your indulgence in allowing
me to put these points forward in rela-
tion to the amendment. If the member
for Morley has his way the State would
stand still and there would be no develop-
ment. We would not make any progress,
and there would be fewer jobs available
to the people. Is that what the honourable
member likes--less work and no develop-
ment? Clearly, the amendment should be
rejected.

MRt DARNETT (Rockingham) (4.47
p.m.]: I would like to make some brief
comments on the amendment moved by
the member for Morley. At the outset I
must say that It surprised me to hear the
Minister say a few moments ago that the
environment and Industry should live to-
gether. I also believe that, but I think
some action should be taken to ensure
that this does eventuate.

At the moment we are faced with the
situation where the environment and in-
dustry are not getting along together, and
that certainly applies in relation to Cock-
burn Sound. That Is the particular area, of
the amendment to which I would like to
address my remarks. The amendment
should be dealt with in two parts; firstly
the environmental aspect in relation to
Cockburn Sound, and secondly the appar-
ent policy of the Government to allow
nuclear-powered or nuclear-armed ships
to use Cockburn Sound, to the detriment
of the people of Western Australia.

As the member for Morley has pointed
out, in respect of the environmental as-
pect the number of questions that have
been asked in this Parliament by the
member for Morley, the member for Cock-
burn, and myself defies counting. How-
ever, the number of questions that have
been answered effectively can probably be
counted on the fingers of one hand. I do
not think any member on the Govern-
ment benches can dispute that.

Mr O'Connor: I would.
Mr B3ARNETT: Obviously the Minister

did not listen to the environmental ques-
tions which were asked. After a series of
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inconsequential reports as a result of in-
quiries going on for year and years, it
seemed that late in 1974 the conservation-
ists broke through the rhinoceros skin of
this Government, and I must admit of the
previous Governments, because no real ac-
tion has been taken by any Government
In the past to protect Cockburn Sound.
Certainly some action was initiated, but
no real action was actually taken.

After the report was released late in
1974 1 asked the Minister for Conservation
and the Environment the following ques-
tion-

Have any applications been made
for the position of specialist consult-
ant to advise on Cockburn Sound;
if so, how many?

The Minister replied-
Yes. The Director of Environmental

Protection has had discussions with
two consultant groups.

I was quite jubilant about that answer,
and I thought that at last we would see
some action. I asked a further Question-

Have tenders been called for the
position?

I was deflated by the answer I received,
which was as follows-

No. A cost proposal for a Phase I
Problem identification and objective
setting study has been prepared.

Here we were faced with another Import,
after the previous report had indicated
that no more reports would be made and
that specialist consultants would be ap-
pointed to clean up the problem affecting
the sound.

In the hope that something would be
done properly, I followed that up with a
further question as follows-

What method was used for the sel-
ection of the group appointed?

The Minister replied-
The consultant group for Phase I

was chosen after consultation by the
Environmental Protection Authority
with major Kwlnana industries, the
F'remantle Port Authority and other
involved Government departments.

I cannot understand why the Government
would need to consult with the major
Kwlnana industries to determine whether
the specialist group to be appointed would
be satisfactory. The only reason for such
consultation was that the Government
wanted to ensure the industries there
were satisfied that this specialist group
would not bring forward a report which
could be detrimental to these industries.

As a result of the waffling by this Gov-
ernment and Previous Governments in res-
pect of environmental issues, this State Is
now faced with an enormous list of rare
birds and animals which are being jeopar-
dised. On the 11th May, 1973, that list
comprised 53 separate animals and birds.

I have not been able to obtain an up-to-
date list, although I have tried to get one
from the officers of the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife. I read the list out
in September, 1914, and it Is recorded at
page 1595 of Hanssard of that year.

It is quite obvious that all these animals
have not become rare and are not likely
to become extinct because of action or
the lack of action of this Government in
Cockburn Sound. But I would add that the
lack of concern by this Government In re-
lation to the environment in every area
is evidenced by this massive list of animals.

Relating to Cockburn Sound, I would
like to refer to an article which appeared
in The Medical Journal of Australia of the
11th May, 1974. It is an article by Dr.
P. G. Holt, Dr. P. B. Prisgrove, and Dr.
K. J. Cullen. The article states-

CHRONIC RESPIRATORY DISEASE
IN AN OUTER SUB3URBAN

INDUSTRIAL AREA
Prevalence rates of chronic respira-

tory disease were determined In
Medina, an outer suburban Industrial
area situated adjacent to a large In-
dustrial complex. When compared
with the population of Busselton,
a rural community situated 130 miles
south of Medina, the population of
Mvedina exhibited significantly high-
er prevalence of chronic bronchitis
and repeated chest illnesses, and a
lower prevalence of hay fever.

Within the Medina population, an
independent and significant associa-
tion was found between the length of
residence In the area and the preva-
lence of chronic bronchitis. These
findings do not support the practice
of planning housing within proximity
to new heavy industrial development.

industrial development in the Cockburn
Sound area was mooted by a Li.beral Gov-
ernment many years ago-a, Government
of the same ilk as the present one, with
no concern for the people of the area.
That report could well be attributed to the
people of Rockingham whom I represent. I
venture to say that if a similar survey were
undertaken now in Rockingham the same
results would be arrived at.

Several disturbing reports have come to
my notice in the last few months in re-
lation to industries established in the
Cockburn Sound area and the types of
effluent that are flowing into the sound.
Although I have not had a Chance to
check on the veracity of the next state-
ment, I should point out that it comes
from a very reliable source. I am glad
the Minister is in the Chamber, and he
may be able to check this out for me.

The sewerage plant at Woodman Point.
if not releasing raw sewage into Cock-
burn Sound, is certainly releasing into the
sound sewage that has received only
primary treatment. I have attempted to
check this, but It Is very difficult for me
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to do so. The sewage pipe runs along the
bottom of the sound about a half to one
mile out to sea.

Mr O'Connor: Do you want the loan of
a wet suit?

Mr BARNETT: I would not be interested
in swimming in Cockburn Sound in a wet
suit, or in fact to enter the water there in
a submarine; it is so smelly, slimy and
vile. Former Liberal Governments of this
State have passed legislation which
permits 7 500 cubic yards of slag to be
dumped along the shore by Australian iron
and Steel. Can one picture 7 500 cubic
yards of slag despoiling one of the most
beautiful beaches along this coast? I ven-
ture to say this is one of the most beauti-
ful beaches that can be found anywhere
In the world.

Mr Nanovich: Wanneroo has the best
beaches.

Mr BARNETT: Further down the coast,
but in the same area, 350 tans of gypsum
is dumped daily into Cockbumn Sound, un-
der legislation Passed by this Rouse. It
has now come to my attention that gypsum
contains cadmium and mercury. I asked
the Minister whether the gypsum was
radioactive. He did not answer the ques-
tion direct; he said radioactivity had not
been detected using industrial methods. I
claim the gypsum is radioactive, but
whether It is sufficiently radioactive to
affect the people in the area I do not
know.

Mr O'Neil: So is your wrist watch
radioactive,

Mr BARNETT: The dumping of effluent
into Cockburn Sound by these industries
has had the effect of increasing the nu-
trients in the water of Cockburn Sound.
This has promoted the growth of ehloro-
phyl A. The growth of chlorophyl A has
caused algae bloom which is extremely
evident on hot days, and this algae bloom
Just about covers the whole of the sandy
area at Rockingham where the people
swim. When People go to the beach at
Rockinghamn they do not go onto a yellow,
sandy beach but a green, slimy beach. The
water is murky, and is not as clear as it
used to be.

This has been made painfully obvious
to the shadow Minister for Conservation
and the Environment. I ought to make the
same offer to the present Minister to
visit Rockingham and look at the beach.
I took the shadow Minister for a swim in
the water at Rockingham, and he ventured
out Into the water only as deep as his
waist. No doubt other members will be
fearful of the water when they see its
condition. It Is foul, terrible, slimy, and
smelly; In fact, It is rotten water,

Within 20 minutes of taking the shad-
ow Minister to the area at Rockingham,
I took him to Warnbro Sound on the
other side of Cockburn Sound. We saw a
great difference in the water even from

some hundred yards from the beach. The
water at Warnbro Sound is sparkling and
clear.

I have mentioned this before, but some
members have not taken me seriously. If
they do not take me seriously this time
they should go down to Rocklngham
Beach on a hot day and look for them-
selves. People are still swimming at Rock-
Inghamn, but in very reduced numbers. The
only time when the beaches are filled
with people Is on the long weekends. The
people who make use of the beaches are
not from that area, and they know no
better.

Mr Shalders: There have not been any
epidemics as a result of people having
used the area for swimming, have there?

Mr Skidmore: You are as bad as the
traffic police who want someone killed
before they will Install a crosswalk.

Mr BARNETT: The member for Mur-
ray has said there have been no epidem-
ics. Any of the local doctors will tell him
there has been an increase in respiratory,
ear, nose, and eye problems in the area
and they attribute this to the murky,
dirty, smelly, slimy, polluted waters of
Cockburn Sound. That is how much he
knows.

Mr Shalders: Why didn't you mention
it before? Why do you wait until I make
a statement before you give the Informa-
tion?

Mr Skidmnore: You are always zrsicep.
Stay awake and listen to the debate.

Mr BARNETT: I would like to refer
to the report on the Cockburn Sound echo
system prepared for the Fremantle Port
Authority by Environmental Resources of
Australia Pty. Ltd. I have mentioned In
previous speeches a couple of points from
the report, but I do so again because they
are relevant to the debate. On page 15
is the following-

Probable Cause of Eutrophic Phen-
omenon

The occurrence of this phenomenon
of eutrophication. of water along the
eastern margin of Cockburn Sound
coincided with two alterations to
Cockburn Sound.
4.3.1 Completion of Garden Island
Causeway

I will not read all that follows, but I am
not hiding anything. I have given the page
number and will now read the portion I
feel Is important, It Is as follows--

. . an Iitial review of the results
of these studies, suggests that there
has been no significant change in the
overall flushing rate through the
Sound. At Present therefore, It would
appear that any relationship between
completion of the causeway and
eutrophication is mostly coincidental.

613
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I cannot agree or disagree with that, but
I can say that the construction of the
Garden Island causeway has caused a
massive backwater in Cockburn Sound
which suffers from eutrophication to a
much greater extent than the rest of the
area.

The second probable cause of eutrophi-
cation given is Increased industrial out-
put and under such a heading is the
following-

There appears to have been a sub-
stantial increase In output from some
of the industries during the 1972-73
Period. This increased industrial
activity could be expected to have
increased the amount of waste dis-
charged into the Sound.

The assumption that there has been
an Increase in industrial productivity
Is drawn from the record of Imports
to the Outer Harbour at Swinana.

In a moment I propose to quote from some
figures for 1969 and 1976 to prove that
there has been a massive increase in the
tonnages of products imported into Cock-
burn Sound. I assume-and I see no rea-
son for anyone not to assume-that the
massive increase in Imports has lead to
a colossal Increase in production and, sub-
sequently, a huge increase In effluent dis-
charge Into the sound. The following are
the figures I said I would quot-

YEAR PHOSPHATE SULPHUR LIMESTONE COKE
Tons Tons Tons Tons

1969/70 194 099 48 921 59 146 436717
1974/75 492 517 120 493 147 080 446077

The tonnages for phosphate have more
than doubled while those for sulphur and
limestone have tripled, or near enough.
The tonnage for coke has barely increased,
but it has Increased.

The reason I read those figures Is that
I believe it Is time, with increases like
those, this Government kept a definite
check on the amount of effluent discharged
Into the sound and the production of the
companies using the sound.

In the middle of summer this year we
were faced with a summer storm, not a
serious winter storm, and during it the
foreshore at Rockingham was eroded to
such an extent that nearly all the resi-
dents of the area and certainly members
of the shire council and I were really
alarmed. The foreshore was eroded by at
least 10 feet in that one storm. I attri-
bute the erosion-I have no figures to
substantiate my statement--to the In-
creased amount of effluent being dis-
charged into Cockburn Sound causing a
deterioration in the seagrass meadows and
therefore the buffer they provide -against
the wave action on the beach front has
been removed. I attribute this wholly and
solely to the industrial effluent being
poured Into the sound.

Mr P. V. Jones: But with no evidence to
back it up. You Just said that.

Mr BARNETT: From where does one
get such evidence?

Mr P. V. Jones: You just said you had
no evidence to back up that statement.

Mr BARNEWr: I have quoted certain
figures. As erosion to such an extent has
never occurred before, one can only assume
that Is the reason. For the first time In
my experience in the area erosion has
occurred to that extent during summer.
The problem obviously is accelerating, and
accelerating rapidly. Now is the time for
action.

Mr P. V. Jones: You are blaming In-
dustry for the acceleration?

Mr BARNETT: I am blaming the In-
creased production for the acceleration of
the problem.

Mr P. V. Jones: That Is industry.
Mr BARNETT: Yes.
Mr Skidmore: You disprove It.
Mr P. V. Jones: I am merely trying to

clarify the remarks.
Mr BARNET, I repeat that now Is the

time for action. I sincerely believe that
the answer to the problem is that the
Government should appoint now a recog-
nised world authority. I do not mean to
be derogatory about our authorities, but
there are recognised world authorities who
have proven themselves in other areas of
the world. I will not quote any particular
area because I do not want it said that I
am favouring one particular group or an-
other. However, many areas which L:ave
been far worse than Cockburn Sound Is
at present have been cleared up.

I have had a discussion with a couple
of these groups and I have been told'
that unless we take some positive action
towards clearing up the sound we will find
it much more expensive and difficult to do
so later on. Now is the time for a special-
1st group) to be appointed, and the man-
agement committee can be appointed sub-
sequently for the purpose of looking after
the problem and ensuring It does not hap-
pen again.

with those few remarks I support the
amendment.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [5.08p1.m.]: I
want to deal specifically with the a mend-
ment which states in Part-

its sacrifice of environmental quality
for the sake of expediency and short-
lived commercial gain;
its failure to answer adequately par-
liamentary questions which are vital
to the proper management and wel-
fare of the people and which would
be answered by a Government w~th a
proper respect for Parliament;

Of course I would like to direct my re-
marks to a certain problem, and, as I
have read that portion of the amend-
ment, perhaps an idea of what I am about
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to say is filtering through to members on
the opposite side of the House. I wish to
refer to the Midland Junction Abattoir
and the continuing smell which emanates
therefrom.

During the Address-In-Reply debate in
45 minutes I tried to cover a subject which
I must say, in all fairness to me, would
take some two or three hours to cover
adequately and In a logical fashion. To-
night In the short time available to me I
wish to deal with the problem of the smell
in the abattoir area In Midland and. In
so doing, reflect upon the veracity ('f the
Government concerning answers I have
received to questions I asked in the House
regarding the abattoir.

Two problems exist at the abattoir. tnese
being the offal treatment plant and the
effluent.

First Of all I would like to deal with
what is an area of discontent to me. I
am referring to the answers to questions
asked In this House. When a member csks
a question of a Minister, he must be sure
that the Minister is knowledgable enough
to know whether the answer given to him
Is correct. If, in the opinion of a member
who asks a question, the information is
not correct, the member should challenge
the Minister on the subject.

I did this. During MY Address-in-Reply
speech I challenged the Minister concern-
Ing an answer he gave me because I be-
lieved it was incorrect, and it was incorrect
because of his inexperience and the inex-
perience of the board. in fact I used the
term "incompetence" of the board.

I want to indicate the reason I believe
this Parliament has been misled. On the
6th April I asked the Minister the follow-
ing question-

Have any of the consultants advised
or considered that the afterburner Is
inadequate or is not functioning to the
satisfactory level demanded by the Air
Pollution Control Council?

The answer I received was--
The manufacturers of the after-

burner claim that the afterburner is
generally working at an acceptable
level for Air Pollution Control Council
requirements, this being confirmed by
monitoring of temperatures. However,
on Occasions when the afterburner has
broken down, non-condensable gasses
have been released.

On the occasion of one of my visits to the
abattoir, which was made specifically to
ascertain whether the afterburner was
working correctly, I entered the control
room and observed the temperature read-
ing which is shown graphically on a dial.
The abattoir had been in production for
31 hours and the temperature of the after-
burner had reached only 590 degrees. It
Is recognised that this afterburner should
operate at a temperature of some 700 de-
grees.

When I challenged the operator at that
particular time and the supervisor who
was showing me over the abattoir I was
told that the operating temperature had
not yet been reached, but that it would
be reached at some time or other. This to
me was a clear indication that the after-
burner was not operating correctly; but
we had been informed by the Minister that
it was.

Some people might say it is unfair of me
to judge on only one visit and to say that
as a result of what I saw I know the alter-
burner Is not working correctly. However,
I would now like to refer to a letter sent
to me by the Minister on the 27th January
in reply to a letter I sent him, which I will
quote shortly, Tha Minister said-

Some time ago the Midland Junction
Abattoir Board installed in the render-
ing section an afterburner in an at-
tempt to reduce the odours.

An attempt was made. It was not positive
that it was working, but the management
was prepared to spend a, great deal of
money to see how it would go. I even asked
the Minister for Agriculture who the con-
sultant was who advised the management
and I was Informed that it did not have
a consultant. The letter continues-

However, due to mechanical prob-
lemis in this area and also resultant
breakdown of machinery, at times
these odours have been quite offensive
to residents in nearby areas.

On the one hand, I have an answer to a6
question stating that the manufacturers
claim the afterburner is working satisfac-
torily, while, on the other hand, I am told
that the afterburner should operate at '700
degrees, but while I was there and after
the abattoir had been in operation for U*
hours it was working at only 590 degrees.
Then in his letter to me the Minister in-
dicates that It is a problem area and it Is
one which is being studied! To continue-

Currently management has asked
the suppliers of the afterburner to
Increase its capacity as well as inak-
Ing a close inspection of all areas
where odours emanate within the
rendering process;

That letter was sent to me on the 27th
January. In the answer to a question I
asked on the 6th April I was advised that
the board states it accepts the mnanufact-
urer's assurance that the afterburner is
working properly. Of course it Is not work-
ing properly. It Is totally Inadequate for
the job.

Mr Old: We should appoint you as a
consultant.

Mr SKIDMORE: I might do better than
the consultants who have been appointed
because some of those consultants have
been Insulting the board's intelligence.
Here we have a prime example of a prob-
lem associated with the offal treatment
plant.
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Then we have a letter which was sent
to my Predecessor by the Swan Shire
Clerk on the 4th April, 1972, stating that
the foul odours arising from decomposi-
tion which are beyond the control of the
odour condensers would be a prime cause
of nuisance to surrounding residents.

Mr Old: Were they having trouble then?

Mr SKIDMORE: They have been having
trouble since 1967.

Mr Old: Could not your Government
fix it up?

Mr SKIDMORE: Getting back to the
letter, I want to make it clear that even
In 1972 there was an offal condenser
which was going to end the problem. I will
talk about that condenser.

I hope somebody will correct me If I
am wrong, but as I understand it from
what I saw on my recent trip to the
Eastern States and what was explained
to mec by two chemical engineers, con-
densers are nothing more nor less than
heat exchangers. They operate like a car
radiator. They absorb the heat inherent
In the exhaust gases In the cooking pro-
cess and they heat water. They have
nothing to do with the removal of noxious
gases. Yet we Put in a condenser, sup-
posedly after an expert told us the mater-
ial left over would putrefy and decompose
and the odour condenser would fix it up.
What rubbish!

I have asked questions about the offal
plant alone in order to try to make some
sense out the situation. It has been sug-
gested I should be appointed as a con-
sultant to the Midland Junction Abattoir
Board. I do not profess to have any uni-
versity education-In fact, I had a modest
education at the normal State schools-
but at least I served some 2j years in an
abattoir as a maintenance electrician and
I served two years as a maintenance en-
gineer with a firm concerned with a simil-
ar Industry which was required to dispose
of offal in the treatment of tallow. I do
not say I am "unknowledgeable"; nor do I
Profess to be an expert; but I say the
problem of offal treatment has been
avoided by the management In the answvers
given to me through the Minister.

It has been suggested the plant at the
Midland Junction Abattoir Is a continuous
treatment Plant; but it is not. What hap-
pens Is that until such time as one dig-
ester cooker fills up It Is a continuous
treatment Plant, but after it has filled up
It ceases to be so. When we have offal
which putrefies at 130 degrees and which
Is then sent Into a digester cooker which
gives off terrible odours, no wonder people
complain. The board has said it Is doing
everything In its power.

I will make some suggestions to the
Minister; and incidentally, some of these
suggestions were made five or six years
ago by health inspectors of the Swan Shire

and elsewhere. So what I will suggest Is
not new, and it is substantiated by what
I saw during my visit to treatment plants
in the Eastern States.

The plant at the Midland Junction
Abattoir must be duplicated, because when
any part of the plant breaks down offal
is held in the bin until the Plant becomes
operative again. The afterburner installed
at Pridinore Holdings at Sunshine in Vic-
toria is a revolutionary method of treat-
ment of these gases and is exceedingly
efficient. I have bad the okay from the
engineer at that plant for anybody from
the general manager of the abattoir down
to visit the plant to have a look at the
afterburner. Endeavours should be made
to install one at the Midland Junction
Abattoir because there Is no question that
it will work. The duplication of plant will
eliminate the storage of offal and a whole
range of problems associated with offal
treatment will then be solved and should
give no further trouble. Abattoirs in the
Eastern States do not pollute the atmos-
phere as the Midland Junction Abattoir
does. They are not sophisticated plants.
The plant at Romebush is about 12 years
old but it is a continuous operation. It
does not allow offal to accumulate and
putrefy. That is the secret, but the board
will not co-operate.

The amendment says-
its sacrifice of environmental quality

for the sake of expediency and short-
lived commercial gain;

The Government fails to realise it must
spend money to solve this problem, and
it is time the Government stopped listen-
Ing to People who have obviously misled
the abattoir board over many years about
the type of plant required.

Mr Thompson: it seems as though they
might have put it over the member for
Warren because he was one who supported
the installation of the equipment.

Mr SKIDMORE: My understanding Is
that through its general manager the
abattoir board at that time undertook a
study of the abattoir and its treatment
plants, and the recommendation of the
abattoir board itself to the Minister was
that this particular plant-and, inciden-
tally, it was not the offal treatment plant
but the effluent treatment plant-would be
the answer to the problems at the abattoir
because the consultant engineers would be
able to do an efficient job. The then Minis-
ter, like the present Minister, was misled
and accepted the assurances of the board.

A letter from the Midland Junction
Abattoir Board to the Shire Clerk of the
Swan Shire under date the 22nd May.
1975, states-

We have been in touch with our con-
sultants, who in turn have visited
Western Australia many times to dis-
cuss this area of concern. They have
once again been contacted and we
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have also Passed on all the informa-
tion to the metropolitan Water Board.
As soon as we have their ideas on a
method to overcome the situation the
consultants will again be brought to
Perth.

Our consultants, by the way. are
considered to be world-wide experts
on effluent disposal and they have not
previously struck the problem eman-
ating from our equalisatlon basin.

The other day I asked in a question
whether a plant similar to that installed
in Western Australia existed anywhere else
In Australia. The answer was "No".

Mr Old: What are you proving?
Mr SKIDMORE: Just be patient.
Mr Old: What is the amendment, by

the way?
Mr SKIDMORE. The amendment states

that questions and answers given to this
House in relation to environmental pro-
tection are misleading. On one hand the
abattoir board says its consultants are
considered to be world-wide experts on
eiffluent disposal, and on the other hand it
says they have not previously encountered
the problem emanating from the equalisa-
tion basin; but there is not another one in
cause there is not another one like it in
Australia. It is a problem area and has
been so since the plant was installed. The
answer goes on to say there are a nunm-
ber of similar by-products plants in Wes-
tern Australia and that generally they
have been installed by the manufacturer.
However, the board is not aware of an
identical effluent treatment system in any
meatworks In Australia.

Mr Old: it might not be satisfactory
to you but was it an adequate answer?

Mr SKIDMORE: No. It is a misleading
answer.

Mr Old: Why is it misleading?
Mr SKIDMORE: It is misleading to the

extent that the board has said in a letter
to the shire that its consultants are
world-wide experts and know what they
are doing. The consultants have virtually
said they have not experienced any prob-
lems emanating from any other equalisa-
tion' basin, but there is not another one in
Australia.

Mr Old: Where is that said?
Mr SKIDMORE: It is stated in a letter

dated the 22nd MaLy, 1975, from the Mid-
land Junction Abattoir Board, under the
signature of Mr B. M. F. Wilson, the gen-
eral manager, to the Swan Shire Clerk.

Mr Old: There is nothing inaccurate or
-inconsistent about it.

Mr SKIDMORE: I asked a question to
endeavour to find out where people were
-trying to mislead me, and I am afraid I
can draw no other conclusion than that
the board now says, notwithstanding its

letter to the Swan Shire, there is no such
identical effluent treatment plant in Aus-
tralia.

Mr Old: It never said there was an
identical one.

Mr SKIDMORE: One can draw one's
awn conclusions. I am going on the facts
before me. But that is not all. I do not
hang my case on that alone. There are
many instances indicating that the abat-
toir board has been misleading many
people in this House. I have another letter
from the abattoir board to the President
of the Swan Shire under date the 3rd
June, 1975. stating-

At the commencement of operations
the basin became activated due to the
contractors opening valves from our
tallow refining plant, and in turn the
tallow found its way into the equalisa-
tion basin.

I think the member for Kalamunda would
realise the complications that could cause.
The letter continues-

Of course this made it anaerobic and
aggravated the odour problem which
was existing from this area at that
time.

I should explain in simple terms, for the
sake of those who do not understand, what
is meant by "anaerobic" and "aerobic".
An aerobic pondage is a pondage in which
small microbes and so on can exist due to
absorption of oxygen from the air; in
other wards, they require oxygen from the
air i order to live iri the pondawe. An
anaerobic pondage is a pondage in which
the minute organisms can live without
free oxygen.

It is very important to remember that
aspect. What took place in the pondage
at Midland-and it took place due to the
tallow coming in-was simply that a
sludge blanket appeared over the aerobic
pond, thus not allowing the oxygen in.
and it then became anaerobic. What is
the result? It means that all the gases
that can accumulate under a blanket of
two or three inches of sludge build up.
along with the obnoxious smells caused by
decomposition of the solids; then there is
an eruption into the air and away goes
the smell. I suppose the Premier does
not worry very much because he lives in
Nedlands. 1 would like him to spend some
time with me and the people who complain
about the smell.

The board went on to say-
After completely cleaning out this

area we then called the consultants
over from Sydney on the problems
associated with odours emanating
from the basin.

Listen to this-
On their instructions, at great ex-

pense to the Board, we altered the
inlet pipe to the equalisation basin.
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On the 30th March the member for Mun- question asked was if such a contractual
daring asked a question of the Minister
for Agriculture, as follows-

(4) Would he please provide informa-
tion as to whether the consultants
who were engaged to design and
commission the existing treatment
plant provided or entered into a
contractual obligation in respect
Of specified levels of performance
of the Plant, i.e., final levels of
B.O.D., bacterial count, suspended
solids, total solids, etc.?

(5) Should such a contractual obli-
gation exist then what is the
present position in regard thereto?

The answer given was-
(5) The consultants' contractual

arrangement has been achieved,
but owing to pressure from the
Shire of Swan the equalisation
basin was closed and cleared. The
consultants have at all times hon-
oured their obligations.

Just ponder that answer to the ques-
tion. I have said that the board said
that the contamination of the pondage by
tallow was the responsibility of the con-
tractor but then we have an answer which
says the contractors have fulfilled their
obligations and that, as far as the board
is concerned, the Shire of Swan was the
cause of the pondage being closed down.
The shire was the cause of that only
because the pondage had become anae-
robic and stank to high heaven. Again,
we have misleading answers given to
questions asked in this House.

Mr Old: There is nothing misleading
about that answer.

Mr SKIDMORE: Is there not? I will
go further in respect of this matter. In
a letter dated the 27th January, the Min-
ister for Agriculture gave me this In-
formation-

In regard to the effluent disposal
this, of course, goes back to the ori-
ginal installation of the equalisation
basin where the consultants informed
the Board that on completion of the
present system three mechanical
aerators would be sufficient to handle
their particular throughput.

The board Is claiming that the people who
installed this Plant were efficient, knew
their job, and that their contractual obli-
gations had been honoured. How-
ever, in the case I Just raised the board
admitted that it would cost it money to
empty the pond and put in more aerators;
yet when we asked the question I under-
stood the cost was to be against the con-
tractor.

Mr Old: Who said the cost was to be
against the contractor? You have not
read that out yet.

Mr SKIDMORE: That was contained in
an answer given in this place. In fact,
It was not suggested; It was stated. The

obligation existed, what would be the pre-
sent position in regard thereto? In
other words, the question of additional
aerators. However, the Minister said that
the consultants had at all times honoured
their obligations.

If this is so the board is accepting re-
sponsibility for another four aerators--
which it is not, because the consultants
have not completed their work to the
satisfaction of the board. If that is not
misleading, I do not know what is.

I would like to refer to a letter sent
on the 17th May, 1975, to the General
Manager of the Midland Junction Abat-
toir, by the Shire Clerk of the Shire of
Swan. In that letter it is stated-

It would appear that the offensive
odours from the Present method could
be better controlled if a series of large
holding tanks suitably covered were
to replace the existing layout.

In other words, the layout of the pond-
age. That was nothing new, because I
read the other night that this had been
put forward some time ago. In essence,
what was suggested was nothing more
than that which a chemical engineer
who is the byproducts. manager for the
Homebush Abattoir in Sydney suggested
to me when I visited that abattoir. I
explained the problems we were experienc-
ing and he suggested that we should in-
stall an anaerobic digestive system. I am
sure that is the term he used.

However, when I asked the Minister I
was told that the board had never heard
of that term. This is a term the engineer
used to describe this particular system,
and I accept that it might not have been
used in the correct sense. In any case,
this process takes all the effluent which
at present goes into a pond which depends
upon aeration to keep solids in suspension
for removal in a treatment plant. It is as
simple as that. If the system is ineffi-
cient, decomposition takes place, it be-
come anaerobic, and the problem occurs.

Mir Thompson: What is the size of
Homebush in comparison with Midland?

Mr SKIDMORE: There
like this in Australia.

Mr Thompson: How big

is not a plant

is the abattoir?
Mr SKIDMORE: It is about equivalent

to the Midland Junction Abattoir. The
engineer concerned is Michael Doza, and
he has a degree in chemical engineering.

He told mue it appeared to him this is the
system we should install. In simple terms
it can be likened to a domestic septic
sewerage system. As long as a blanket of
sufficient thickness can be maintained on
top of the sewage there will be no smell
and the effluent from the system will be
perfectly pure. In fact, the proponents of
the system will actually drink water from
it when it is operating satisfactorily. I
know of an engineer who drank water
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from a septic system at Wagin; I drank
it myself, and it was perfectly pure. How-
ever, one has to be careful that the system
is working well-certainly one should not
drink from the pondage at Midland, or
one will be in trouble.

The engineer said that with this system
we should have a series of concrete tanks
of suz~ffcient capacity to hold the total
effluent from the plant, and that if a thick
blanket of sludge some four or five feet
deep was formed upon the effluent it could
not possibly allow the escape of gases.
which would be contained below the
blanket of sludge. There would be a take-
away to the afterburner and on each oc-
casion there would be an automatic re-
moval of some two feet of the sludge from
the top. That sludge would be treated to
recover meatmeal and tallow.

As a secondary consideration, under-
nieath the blanket of sludge there will be
an accumulation of gas, from whbich
methane gas can be extracted. It is sug-
gested that this methane gas probably
would provide 40 per cent of the abattoir's
heating requirements.

It seems to me this system should at
least have been known to the consultants
engaged by the Midland Junction Abat-
toir Board. However, I was disappointed
to find there was no knowledge of It.

Therefore I say this amendment Is valid
because what I have said indicates we have
been misled on this issue. The verbal gym-
nastics of the board are amazing. At first
the board told everyone it was the fault of
the consultants, and then on the other
hand we were told by the minister that
these were good consultants who carried
out their contractual obligations. Then we
are told they are no damned good because
the effluent treatment plant is not working
today, and it will be a very expensive ex-
ercise for the board to remedy it. In my
opinion that is duplicity of the most out-
rageous type.

I would like to turn now to another mnat-
ter that concerns me greatly in respect of
answers given to questions asked in this
House. I refer to a question I asked on
Thursday, the 8th April. That question
was No. 25, and it dealt with loam required
for moulding in the Midland Workshops.
The question was as follows--

In view of the statements made by
the deputation to the Swan Shire
Council on the issue of the removal of
foundry loam from the Swan River
Valley-
(1) IFrom what locality is the Mid-

land WAGR workshops obtaining
their moulding loam?

The answer to that was-
(1) Herne Hill.

The next part of the question was-
(2) Is it of a satisfactory quality?

The answer was-
(2) Yes.

My next question was-
(3) Have any workers been Stood down

at the Midland Work-shops mould-
Ing section because of any short-
age Of loam?

The Minister replied in the negative. I
then asked-

(4) Are the workshops taking steps
with a view to finding a synthetic
alternative to the loam; if not,
why not?

To which the Minister replied-
(4) No, because of the extensive

nature of the Herne Hill deposit,
Justification does not exist for the
investigation of an alternative
material.

Now, let us look at that gem of gems and
see whether the answer given to rme in this
Parliament ties in with the information
given to the Minister for Transport by his
experts some few months ago. This issue
was raised in the local Press in an article
which stated-

The deputation by Mr V. Catlin, the
chief metallurgist for the W.A.GH.,
Mr D. J. Tims, national vice president
of the Australian Foundry Institute,
Mr H. Brenton, operations controller
of Bell Bros. Pty. Ltd., Mr Pitsikas
representing the Chamber of Manufac-
tures. and Mr Dl. McCaskill, chief
mechanical engineer of the W.A.G.R.,
told council that excavations of the
last remaining soils suitable for foun-
dry use were essential for the State's
foundry industry to continue.

I asked a series of questions in this House
which are recorded In Hansard, and in
reply I was told by the Minister for

Railways that all hell would break loose
if the loam in the valley could not be
mined, and that the whole moulding in-
dustry would collapse. The answer given
to me by Mr Malone of the Chamber of
Manufactures was that the WAOR would
have to suspend moulding operations and
decrease staff in the moulding shop. Yet
all the time surely there must have been
an awareness that not very far away there
were deposits of loam which were satis-
factory.

Mr Thompson: That is not a reasonable
assumption for you to wake.

Mr SKIDMORE: I believe it is, and I
so make it. In my opinion we were misled
on this Issue. I do not say the minister
was definitely wrong, but when we have
engineers in a deputation telling the Shire
of Swan that this loam was the last avail-
able in the State, then someone is de-
finitely wrong.

I immediately canvassed the Question
of more loam. I suggested where deposits
were, as did other people. They just said,
"We must take this loam out of the
valley."

619
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Mr O'Connor: How long ago was this? Yet the Midland Junction Abattoir Board
Mr SKIDMORE: It was the 11th Sep-

tember, 1975.
Mr O'Connor: This is when they made-
Mr SKIDMORE: This is when they real-

ly wanted to rip into the valley.
Mr Thompson: What an exaggeration

that is.
Mr SKIDMORE: It is an extravagant

piece of language. In deference to the
member I shall withdraw it and say it was
certainly an extravagant statement regard-
ing the removal of the loam. T wrote to
the Director of the Department of Con-
servation and the Environment on this
issue. I indicated that the actions of the
excavators were again going to cause loam
to be taken from the valley. I also in-
dicated to the Chairman of the Swan River
Conservation Board my concern over this
fact. i wrote to the Editor of the Swan
Express. I also raised questions in the
House. I received acknowledgments from
the Swan River Conservation Board and
from the Department of Conservation and
the Environment. All in all, I can simply
say that it would appear some of the
departments had not done their home-
work when it came to the question of
whether they were prepared to accept that
this was the only deposit of loam. The
Secretary of the Moulders Union of Work-
ers offered to go by train up the valley
towards Toodyay and to point out the
deposits visible from the railway track
which are suitable for moulding in the
workshops. That is a clear indication of
the great degree of irresponsibility with
regard to answers to questions dealing with
the environment which we have raised in
this H-ouse.

I support the amendment to the full.
When one looks at it one sees that it is
nothing more than a statement that we
have been misled. I am Prepared to say
that the misleading has been done by
people who ought to know better. I think
I have adequately shown, with regard to
the Midland Junction Abattoir and the
terrible problem of smell, that the Minister
for Agriculture has been misled, not only
the present incumbent but also the pre-
vious Minister. As I have stated, to the
best of my knowledge the firm which has
carried out work at Midland was one of
the firms that were rejected by the Home-
bush Abattoir Board as not having the
expertise or the Plant capacity even to
fulfil the requirements of a prime tenderer
for a similar Plant at Homebush.

I shall close on this note as a classic
example of the terrible conflict of ideas
with regard to the Midland Junction Abat-
toir~ Board. I have raised previously the
question of the digestive system at the
abattoir. It may be that I did not use
terms which an engineer would under-
stand, but an engineer in Sydney-I have
given his name and it can be checked-
told me the sort of system that was needed.

said in a letter to Mr Williamson, the Shire
Clerk of the Swan Shire, dated the 22nd
May-

There have been many suggestions
of holding tanks suitably covered.

So the board was made aware of this sys-
tern at that time. Yet when I asked a
question no effort was made to try to
contact me. I do not ask questions in this
House to be vindictive or to create prob-
lems: I think my record will stand on
that. When I ask a question and I fall to
get an honest answer I think I am entitled
to become disgusted and to get uptight
when the matter affects so many people
in the Midland area. That is what the
amendment is all about. That is why I
complain about this matter. It is a classic
example. The board was told about it. This
is a simple matter and surely to goodness
its consultants should have known some-
thing about it.

I commend the amendment to the House.
I believe it is proper. I believe the speak-
ers who have preceded me and my speech
this evening have clearly shown that the
amendment is justified and that without
it we will fail to get answers to our ques-
tions which truly reveal the substance of
the particular matter. In other words.
somebody is misleading somebody else. The
board was told to do its homework and to
find out what was going on so that it did
not mislead the Minister. Likewise, the
Minister, having been informed that there
is something smelly in Midland, should
have substantiated the answers he was re-
ceiving in the interests of the environment
and the people of Midland.

MRt OLD (Eatanning-Minister for Ag-
riculture) [5.51 p.m.J: I shall not hold
the floor for very long so the member for
Fremnantle will be able to speak very
shortly; but I feel I should put straight
a few matters. I listened with great in-
terest to the member for Swan who again
comes out as an expert in another field.
He is an expert in so many fields that
he-

Mr Skidmore: I have readily admitted
that I am not an expert. I am a common.
badly-educated man, if you want it that
way.

Mr OLD: The member is very free with
his engineering advice not only on this
subject but also, as he showed the other
night, on mining. One day in some of my
copious spare time I will go through the
Hansard reports to see for how many years
the member for Swan has been involved
in all these expert projects. I will find
out how old he is and he will probably be
too old to get re-endorsement.

Mr May: At least he is doing something
constructive.
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Point of Order
Mr SKIDMORE: I raise a point of order.

I ask that the Minister withdraw those
remarks. They are a reflection on my
veracity. I can draw no other inference
than that.

Mr OLD: I withdraw the remark.

Debate (on amendment to motion)
Resumed

Mr OLD: However, we have been talking
about Inaccuracies and I feel that the
member for Swan ranged very far from
the amendment. The amendment is to do
with inadequacy and inaccuracy in answers
to questions. In effect the member for
Swan redelivered his Address-in-Reply
speech which was made in this place two
weeks ago.

Mr Skidmore: I did not cover one aspect
that I covered previously.

Mr OLD: During that Address-in-Reply
speech the member for Swan accused the
Midland Junction Abattoir Board of in-
competence. Tonight he said it is getting
information that is wrong and is placing
the blame elsewhere; he said that it is an
insult to its intelligence. Anybody who
is as incompetent as the Midland Junction
Abattoir Board is supposed to be according
to the member for Swan would not have
any intelligence to insult. So I suggest
that if there have been any inaccuracies
they are in the diversion between the
member's two addresses to this House.

I shall illustrate the member's Inac-
curacies. During his Address-In-Reply
speech he said that the byproduct plant
being used by the Midland Junction Abat-
toir Hoard Is not a continuous plant. That
is incorrect. The byproduct plant is a Keith
series 1 800 continuous renderer and It is
fed from two bins. The member for Swan
stated that the first offal in is the last
offal out. Again that is incorrect.

Mr Skidmore: I did not say that.
Mr OLD: The member did say that. It

is a screw series from the bottom of the
bin and the offal Is treated roughly in the
order In which It Is placed in that bin. I
point out these inaccuracies to show that
rather than questions being inadequately
answered, they are probably being in-
adequately interpreted.

As a point of interest, I got a brief re-
port on the situation at Midland yesterday
because, despite what the member has
said, the Government Is very interested in
the situation and the problem. I and my
colleagues are very sympathetic to the
people of Midland who have had to put
up with the Inconvenience caused by the
Inadequacies of the plant or the break-
down which Is at present being experi-
enced. It is true that the equalisatlon
basin has not been used for some time
because of the insistence of the Shire of
Swan: and as a result the effluent has
been going straight into pondage. This

has caused some problems but, as I indi-
cated in an answer to a question from the
member for Swan. four more aerators are
to be installed in the equalisation basin:
they should be Installed by the end of
the month. The electrical work for their
installation is currently being done and
when they are installed the problem
should be overcome. If It is not overcome
it will certainly be minimised. Being very
conscious of the fact that there Is a prob-
lem and in an honest endeavour to over-
come the problem, the board Is currently
treating the effluent chemically. I under-
stand the situation Is now a lot better
than it has been recently. If It has not
been, perhaps the member for Swan might
Indicate by Interjection.

Mr May: Is that because there has been
more Interest In the abattoir lately?

Mr OLD: I do not think so because
members opposite believe that the problem
has been caused by me since I have been
the Minister for Agriculture.

Mr May: I did not mean that.
Mr OLD: This was indicated recently

by the member for Swan when he said
that, because the atmosphere was so heavy
and you could cut it with a knife, he
would cut a small piece and bring it to
my home. I think that was in fairly poor
taste because-

Mr Skidmore: I thought I was darn
good, as a matter of fact.

Mr OLD: The member would think that,
because that Is his style.

Mr Skidmore: That Is exactly what a
lot of people can do up there with the
air.

Mr OLD: Cut it up and take It away
but do not bring It to me because I1
have done all I can about the matter.
Once again I point out that it Is nut
something new that has happened since
I have been the Minister for Agriculture.
Nor did it happen during the term of the
previous Minister. What about the Mini-
ister before that?

Mr Skidmore: I said that within my
knowledge I have had letters from 1967
which indicate that there has been a prob-
lem at Midland abattoir and other places.

Mr OLD: Did the member give the pre-
vious Minister for Agriculture the benefit
of his expert advice, because It should have
been fixed up?

Mr Skidm ore: I did not do so for two
reasons, Firstly. I did not have expert
knowledge and, secondly, I was not In
this place.

Mr H. D. Evans: If you had not made
the stupid error of building the Midland
abattoir double the size it should have
been, we would not have had this problem.

Mr' OLD: I feel sure that If there had
been a simple answer the then Minister
for Agriculture would have been able to
fix It up. More has been done In the last
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18 months or two Years to overcome the
problem that has been caused at Midland.
and more capital has been put into Mid-
land to endeavour to overcome the prob-
lem, than in the three years prior to that.

Mr Skidmnore interjected.
Mr OLD: The member has had his time.

He is always very keen on telling people
to make their own speeches. He should
just be quiet and let me have a go.

Mr Skidmore: I am terribly sorry, Mr
Minister.

Mr OLD: I accept the apology. The
member has referred to inaccuracies and
inadequacies In the answers that I have
been given and has implied that I am being
misled by a corrupt staff.- I feel this is
quite unfair because they are not here and
are unable to protect themselves; so I shall
protect them. The answers that I have been
given are accurate and the answers are
adequate. I resent very strongly the Im-
plication that I have been misled.
I resent strongly the implication that
the staff of the Department of Agri-
culture and of the Midland Junction
Abattoir Board arc endeavouring to mis-
lead me. Therefore, I reject the amend-
ment out of hand.

MR FLETCHER (Fremantle) [0.00
p.mn.): 1, too, support the amendment.
Others have ranged rather widely and I
might also do the same, within the limits
which will be imposed upon me.

The first paragraph of the amendment
proposed by the member for Morley,
reads--

However, we deplore the fact that the
Government has failed to discharge its
responsibilities to the true welfare-

That is a very wide coverage. To con-
tInue-

-of the people of Western Australia,
particularly in relation to-

I have heard a lot of argument on that
point, and it has been a little difficult, with
the conversation that has been going on
Immediately to my left-

Mr Hartrey: We are always on the left!
Mr FLETCHER: I hope those concerned

got the message.
I am glad the Premier is In his place. He

remarked to the effect that all who op-
posed nuclear ships using Fremantle
Harbour were, In effect, traitors. He did
not use the word "traitors" but it seemed
to me he was daring someone to use that
word. I amn brave enough to use the word.

I have said it previously, and I will say
it again, that I welcome all ships of all
nations to Fremantle. That welcome in-
cludes American ships but "non-nuclear'
ships. To emphasise that point I say I
welcome all ships, particularly for peace-
ful purposes. I welcome American war-
ships, Russian warships, and warships from
all nations of the world which visit Aus-
tralia.

Mr P. V. Jones: You are certainly using
some latitude on this amendment.

Mr FLETCHER: I welcome all ships
which visit our country for peaceful pur-
poses. Some members In this Chamber
have a silly prejudice towards trading
ships from other nations. If we welcome
warships from all nations, on peaceful
purposes, It Is conceivable that trading
ships from those nations will also come
here.

I say to members opposite who are
looking for alternative areas in which to
sell our meat, rain, and other products,
that they should not be Provocative to-
wards any nation, Including the Soviet
Union. The Soviet Union is a potential
market. I have visited the Soviet Union
frequently while on my way home from
overseas. Admittedly, I have stayed for
only a week but I know, for example, that
if cattle in that country lie on the ground
they are not able to get up because their
tails and hides are frozen to the ground
due to the intense coldness of the winters.
As a consequence, the Soviet Union needs
meat-our meat-and it is a potential
market.

I am not anxious to offend any nation
and let me say to the member for Mur-
chison-Eyre that Russian ships have just
as much right as any other ships to sail
on the oceans of the world. I make this
point not necessarily because I am sym-
pathetic to that nation, but because we
need trade. Vladivostok is on the shores
of the Pacific Ocean. Why has not Russia
the right to trade and fish In the Pacific,
and throughout the rest of the world? It
is simply a case of hysteria to talk about
the build-up of power by the Russians.

Five of the visiting warships are to be
nuclear ships, and our school children have
been invited aboard to demonstrate their
safety. However, it is conceivable that
there could be a nuclear leak into the
harbour from condenser discharge. In
order to raise steam there have to be
boilers and condensers and seawater has
to circulate through a condenser in order
to cool it. I am not pretending to be an
expert. I have worked in a power station
and I know what occurs. I am merely say-
ing, In simple elementary English, that the
generation of power in a nuclear ship could
contaminate our seawater as a consequence
of a leak into the condenser discharge
unit, which would leak into Cockburn
Sound.

I must admit that the possibility of a
leak is remote, but if members opposite
read the Press they will have observed
that there has been a multiplicity of accid-
ents connected with nuclear power sta-
tions In America. Those members who have
not read such articles should do so. I
have a recent article with me which I do
not want to quote at present because I
am sometimes accused of relying on Press
statements for my speeches.
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Later I must quote an article associated
with this matter. The Premier implied that
there was some sort of treacherous attitude
attaching to those who opposed the visit
by an American nuclear ship. I have been
here for a long time and I have been
associated with politics long enough to
know that the Labor Party, and others,
were declared to be traitors when they
opposed the hypothetical red hordes which
were supposed to be about to invade us
from the north. I remember the Press
headlines which appeared at the time, and
those fears won election after election for
those sitting opposite.

We also opposed the Vietnam war, and
we automatically became traitors which
won, once again, election after election in
Canberra. I suspect that the present issue
of nuclear ships in our harbours will divide
the nation again at the next State and
Federal elections, and that the Premier
of this State and the Prime Minister will
use this issue for the purpose of winning
another election because they do not have
a valid issue on which to fight it.

I believe nuclear ships will be brou:,,ht
to this country for the purpose of divid-
ing the nation and, as I said, we auto-
matically become traitors for opposing
their presence. The stage is presently
being set for that very purpose. The old
heads will not be caught, but new groups
of Young voters are coming along all the
time and they determine who will be the
Government. I regret to say that what has
occurred previously will occur again, in
my time, as a consequence of the presence
of nuclear ships in our ports. The present
Government is groping for an issue on
which to fight an election simply because
the Fraser Government displaced the
legitimate Government.

The present illegitimate Federal Govern-
ment thought it had the ball at its feet
but the economic situation has not im-
Proved to its satisfaction. The Premier has
not been able to bring Industrial peace to
this State-which I regret to some extent.
There is the prospect that nuclear ships
will be an issue at the next election
simply for political expediency. As a
consequence of the present visit by a
nuclear craft to Fremantle the prospect of
the F'remantle area becoming a nuclear
target will also be the subject of con-
troversy at the next election.

I commend the member for Morley for
his concern at the prospect of the con-
tamination of Cockburn Sound as a result
of nuclear discharge, and for drawing
attention to the fact that we could be-
come a potential target for nuclear attacks
because of the presence of nuclear ships.

If I am considered to be a traitor it is
in a good cause. Let me say to the Premier
that even though it was a long time ago
I devoted 41 years of my life to serving
on ships at sea in time of war. The lady
I married spent Years in the Middle East
nursing victims of that frightful war. Two

of my sisters are air force widows. I learnt
the hard way about the realities of war
and I feel concerned that we should be-
come a nuclear target as a consequence of
the presence of nuclear ships in our ports,
to which the member for Morley quite
rightly drew attention. Tt is possible that
we could have a holocaust here, the same
as occurred at Hiroshima and Nagasaki
where hundreds of thousands of people
died, and where others are still suffering
from leukemia. I support the amendment if
for that reason alone, because I do not
want my grandchildren, or the grand-
children of other members, to be similarly
affected.

I do not want to be emotional about
this issue but it has that implication. A
newspaper article appeared in the Daily
News of the 6th April, 1976. indicating that
Fremantle and indeed the State would be a.
target in the event of nuclear war. I ap-
Plied my own heading to the article which
was, "In defence of capitalism, the capi-
talists will blow the world to bits.' The
article, dated the 6th April, 1976, states-

CANBERRA, Today: The Federal
Government is expected to announce
soon that allied nuclear powered ships
carrying N-weapons,-

I repeat: carrying nuclear weapons. To
continue-

-will be "welcome" to use Cockburn
Sound, in WA, and facilities in Mel-
bourne and Sydney.

It appears that not only Fremantle, but
also Melbourne and Sydney will be targets.
Another paragraph of the article reads-

There will be safety requirements-
but the nuclear warships will be al-
lowed to enter maj or Australian Ports
without a public inquiry into the dan-
gers involved.

The article further states-
A Labor Government plan to hold

a top-level public inquiry into the
dangers of the ships entering the ports
has been scrapped.

The member for Morley, like myself, wants
to know why the Labor plan has been
scrapped. That is the purpose of his ques-
tions. He is concerned at the lack of sat-
isfaction in respect of the answers he has
received. I too am concerned, and every-
one in this State of Australia should be
concerned also. The article further states-

The decision to scrap a public inquiry
Is understood to have been made under
strong pressure from the Department
of Defence.

That is equivalent to the Pentagon which
has said that the United States is in a posi-
tion to blow Russia apart 13 times. I do not
know why the figure of 13 is mentioned.

Sitting suspended frorn 6.15 to 7.30 P.M.

Mr FLETCHER: Before the tea suspen-
sion I quoted from Press articles, and I
referred to the fact that the Pentagon



EASSEMBLY)

said that it could blow Russia to pieces
13 times. I do not think Harssard would
have heard the interjection which drew
a comment from me. My reply was to the
effect that if one blew away a nation
once, how could such genocide be repeated
another 12 times. It was a ridiculous
interjection, but it did attract my reply.
If it did not then, it does now. I ask why
we should blow Russia away at all?

Mr Nanovich: Because we do not want
it there.

Mr FLETCHER: I expect that sort of
ignorant remark from such a quarter. I
pointed out the reason-possibly
In the absence of the honourable
member-that capitalism is con-
cerned at the prospect of being dis-
credited by socialism. I do not want to see
Russia blown a-way even once, for the
reasons I mentioned earlier. I want to see
this continuing market for our wheat,
meat, wool, and many other Products. It
is a potentially expanding market. If the
National Country Party wishes to ally it-
self with the Liberal Party attitude of
blowing up a potential market, then it
serves the National Country Party right
whatever ensues. However, I think its
members have more sense, even If only
for the preservation of their livelihood and
future.

I did not quote another very pertinent
paragraph. I referred to the headline
announcing that the Fraser Government
would welcome nuclear ships using Cock-
burn Sound. I went on to refer to a para-
graph stating that a Labor Government
plan to hold a top level inquiry has been
scrapped. Another paragraph reads--

The decision to scrap a public in-
quiry is understood to have been made
under strong pressure from the De-
partment of Defence.

As I pointed out, the Department of
Defence has a vested interest, as has the
Pentagon which makes decisions over the
beads of the people represented
in Washington. I do not want
to see the situation here where
the Department of Defence makes de-
cisions over the elected representatives of
our people-members on the Government
side, members on the Opposition side, and
those In Canberra. The Pentagon has that
power in America, but I do not want the
Department of Defence to have it here.

Another pertinent paragraph which
appeared in the Dlaily News of the 6th
April, 1976, reads as follows-

The Labor Government had instruc-
ted the department to rewrite a secret
study of the hazards of nuclear ships
entering Australian ports, to make it
suitable for public release.

That is the study which has been scrapped.
Even if it does not concern other mem-
bers, it concerns me.

In The West Australian of Tuesday, the
6th April, we see a Pertinent remark made
by Sir Mark Oliphant, a distinguished
physicist and scientist, and if I remember
correctly, a Nobel prize 'winner.

Mr Hartrey: And the Governor of South
Australia.

Mr FLETCHER: Yes. This gentleman
would niot make statements like these
lightly. The Press report commences--

The Governor of South Australia,
Sir Mark Oliphant, said Yesterday that
non-proliferation of nuclear weapons.
once a possibility, was now an im-
possible dream.

If that statement does not alarm members
on the Government benches, it alarms me.
This catastrophe may not occur in my
lifetime, but I am concerned that it could
in the time of my grandchildren and
those of other members.

The SPEAKER: order!I
Mr FLETCHER: Sir Mark Oliphant had

this to say-
The SPEAKER: Order! Will the member

for Fremnantle resume his seat? I ask the
member for Rockingham to leave the
Chamber and to put on the coat which he
had on in the dining room before coming
into the Chamber. The member for Fre-
mantle.

Mr FLETCHER: Thank you, Mr Speaker.
I regret the cause of the interruption-

Mr Sibson: So do we!
Mr Skidmore: Why? Is there something

wrong with his dress?
Mr FLETCHER: I do not want to be

distracted from my topic. Sir Mark Oli-
phant said that he hoped Australia did not
make or acquire nuclear weapons. I pointed
out earlier that I do not want to see them
imported here, even on a temporary basis.
The Governor of South Australia went on
to say-

"There is no doubt that large-scale
nuclear warfare would be a terrible
disaster which would kill countless
millions, destroy civilisatton and dam-
age the human race, if it survived at
all," he said.

This is my reason for supporting the
amendment moved by the member for
Morley. He has been criticised by mem-
bers on the other side as a nuisance
to the Premier, to the depart-
ments, and to the Public Service when he
asks so many questions. I have no doubt
the Public Service will be glad of the inter-
mission between the sessions of Parlia-
ment, because of the number of questions
asked by the member for Morley. How-
ever, we must not forget this is a very im-
portant subject. We are concerned with
the future of the human race-if members
care to look at it that way. The member
for Morley is not simply being a nuisance
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In introducing an amendment like this or
by asking the questions he does. it is a
serious business we are considering.

I would like to quote another distin-
guished person, even if I do not agree 'with
his particular political ideology. The head-
line on this article is " 'Concern' on all A-
tests-Peacock". The article commences-

The Foreign Minister, Mr Peacock,
said yesterday that the Federal Goy-
emnent was "concerned" about all
forms of nuclear weapons testing.

And yet, for political expediency, members
on the Government side of the House sup-
port the presence of nuclear weapons on
their doorstep, including the doorstep of
my electorate. I deplore this attitude, and
so I am quite justified in being on my
feet. The member for Gascoyne, with his
ridiculously narrow mind, might sneer at
me, but I do not think this is something
to sneer about. It is a matter for absolute
concern. Already a target exists in Cock-
burn Sound-many of our industrial eggs
are in that particular basket. One atomic
bomb could blast these industries out of
existence as it could blast out of existence
simultaneously Fremantle and Perth.
Why make this a potentially greater target
by letting nuclear vessels use and be ser-
viced in the area? These vessels have been
invited here deliberately to create provo-
cation and division within the community
for the purpose I mentioned. I do not want
the member for Bunbury to interject.

Mr Sibson: I want only to help.
Mr FLETCHER: I know all about the

honourable member's help. He wants to
take up part of my 45 mInutes-a lim-ted
period for such an important subject. I
am as concerned about this matter as is
Mr Peacock. After Mr Peacock's comment,
the Press article informs us that the Whit-
lam Labor Government strongly protested
to France for holding nuclear tests in the
atmosphere in the Pacific. I protest also
at having nuclear armaments in Cockburn
Sound.

As I said earlier, American ships are
welcome here. They were of great assis-
tance to us during the last war- I pointed
out to the Premier that I am not un-
patriotic or in any way a traitor because
I have adopted this attitude. If the
Americans wish to come here, let them
come in non-nuclear vessels. Children have
been invited to visit a nuclear ship, so
that they wili grow up with the idea there
Is nothing to fear.

Mr Jamieson: Let me correct you; this
is not a nuclear ship.

Mr FLETCHER: I1 believe It is.
Mr Janmeson: No, It is not.
Ur FLETCHER: I saw In the Press that

a lady from the Rocklnghsn area was
concerned at the prospect of children
visiting nuclear vessels. I must have been
misled, and if so I will apologise. However,

nuclear ships will be welcome in Cock-
burn Sound according to the Federal
Minister for Defence (Mr Killen).

Mr Skidmore: "Kille" or "killer"?
Mr FLETCHER: Spelt with an "In".
Mr Young: Just a minute-let us be

consistent. The Opposition had praise for
that move 12 months ago.

Mr FLETCHER: I have outlined my
measons for supporting the amendment. I
cannot hear the interjection.

Mr Skidmore: You missed the boati
Mr FLETCHER: I have quoted that Sir

Mark Oliphant said the population of the
world could be decimated with -nuclear
weapons. Another great physicist, Dr Linus
Fauling, fears that the greatest catas-
trophe In the history of the world will
occur within the next 25 or 50 years. The
article to which I am referring con-
tinues-

However, the famous chemist, twice
winner of Nobel prizes, Is optimistic
that the human race may survive.

I empniasise that Dr Pauling uses the
word "may". This Is a famous chemist,
not a nonetity like the member for Fre-
mantle or, the member for Bunibury-per-
haps I should have said a comparative
nonentity because I am a representative
of the people of this State and, above all,
of the people of Fremantle.

I do not want members to think I am
a prophet of doom, or that Dr Pauting Is
a. prophet of doom. I merely point out
that he Is more distinguished than the
member for Bunbury. The article con-
tinues-

The looming catastrophe might well
result from a world war that could
destroy civilisation and end the
human race, Dr Pauling said yester-
day.

I would like to interpolate here that an-
other great philosopher-I think It was
Bertrand Russell-agreed with this phil-
osophy. He said that If another atomic
hydrogen bomb war were fought, the next
war would be fought with bows and ar-
rows. Can members opposite see what that
Implies? I hope they can.

F'urther down this distinguished gentle-
man is reported as follow-

Civilisation might also end because
of the collapse of the systems on
which It depended, Dr Pauling said at
ceremonies marking the 100th anni-
versary of the American Chemical
Society,

As 1 have said In previous sessions of
Parliament capitalism Is a discredited
system. It has been overthrown In coun-
tries throughout the world. Look at the
situation In Italy where there Is the pros-
vect that the next Government will be
communistic. I do not applaud a Com-
munist Government: I am simply saying

625
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that Italy is sick of capitalism and all
that It Involves. The situation is much
the same in France. Something like one
in every three people in Italy and France
vote either communist or socialist. Why
Is this? It is because they are dissatisfied
with the same system with which I am
dissatisfied. I am not advocating what
they advocate: I am simply saying ours is
a sick system and unless it is modified
it will become unacceptable to more and
more people. This is why we on this
side of the House receive more votes than
members opposite at both State and
Federal elections, even though we may
not become the Government.

Mr Morharlin: What about the last
Federal election?

Mr FLETCHER: The article continued-
The scientist said that Paul Ehrlicb,

a biologist, had pointed out that the
collapse could take many forms-the
complete loss of oceanic fisheries
through over-fishing1 marine pollution
and the destruction of estuaries-all
of which could lead to global famine-

Is the member for Morley right or wrong
In asking questions of this nature? I
hope members opposite listened to what
that distinguished gentleman, Paul Ehr-
lich. had to say.

Let me move closer to home, and
touch on a matter which has equal rele-
vance to this debate. The amendment
goes on to say-

The continuing and accelerating
damage being done to the waters of
Cockburn Sound and the failure of
the Government to take any effective
action.

Why should the Government not take
effective action, when such a situation as
I have just described Is threatening? Let
me tell the House of my experience 10
years ago. Members of this House at the
time were wise or silly enough to send me
away as their representative to a Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Association Con-
ference in Canada,

Mr Sibson: We would do the same
again.

Mr FLETCHER: I thank the honour-
able member. On that trip, I was lucky
enough to be taken from province to pro-
vince; I saw Lake Superior, Lake Erie
and all the other Great Lakes. They
were marine deserts, because paper mills
and other industries tipped their refuse
into them. The Canadians who ac-
companed us said that even the sludge
worms in the mud were dead. As a re-
sult, the marine life Which lived upon
the sludge worms were dead and, In turn,
up the scale, alt the marine life died out.

Cockburn Sound Is in MY area.
It 'used to be a great fish nursery;,
fish were born and bred in this

area. But now, the seagrass is
disappearing. The member for Morley
did this State a great service when he
took up the cause for the protection of
Cockburn Sound. The &ih need that
sound to grow to maturity and to dis-
appear up and down the coast where they
are caught from Fremantle to Geraldton
and possibly even the Gascoyne.

Mr Sibson: Eunbury gets a few of them.

Mr FLETCHER: Yes, this would apply
even to Bunbury. In the past, I have
taken deputations to the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife relating to this
matter, in order to express the concern
felt by fishermen. For example,
I know that the South Fremantle
power station used to put chlorine into
the water in sufficiently high quantities
to kill the mnarine growth in the discharge
pipes leading from the condensers, and
the water used to go out into the sound
with little dead fish and other dead marine
life. I amn not suggesting we should close
down power stations but I am saying
there should be supervision of the sort that
is advocated by the member for Morley. I
have given only one example, but there has
not always been the problem of pollution in
the sound. The Premier probably will not
remember my comment years ago when I
took exception to the fact that CSBP
was pouring into the sound something like
450 tons of gypsum daily through its un-
derwater Pipe, and that the cloud of dust
was drifting across the sound. I pointed
out then as I am pointing out now that
this could smother the life on the bottom
of the sound upon which the larger marine
life feeds.

I am not being wise after the event,
but I recall that the Premier said, "Why
did you not do something about it when
the Bill was before the House?" I s;ug-
gested then that the gypsum should be
used to make plasterboard instead of being
tipped into Cockburn Sound, to the detri-
ment of that area. I can remember further
back than I like to think about which
only serves to Indicate my age. In my
youth, I can recall catching snapper and
all sorts of other fish right off the north
and south moles in close proximity to Fre-
mantle. Apart from a few herring, what
does one catch now? in years gone by,
one could catch snapper, jewflsh and
other fish even as dlose to the port as
where the Lygnern wreck is now situated.

Mr Thompson: That was before flet-
cher: you have fished It out.

Mr FLETCHER: Since Industry has
mnoved to Cockburn Sound, this situation
has changed. I am not saying we should
scrap industry; however, we should
supervise the discharge Into the sound of
industrial waste to prevent the decimation
of the miniature fish that grow to matur-
ity and upon which our fishing industry in
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the Fremantle and contiguous areas in
part, is based. The amendment goes on
to say-

Its sacrifice of environimentlal qual-
ity for the sake of expediency and
short-lived commercial gain;

Members might consider the member for
Morley to be an Idealist. I hope that In
my few brief words I have shown fim
to be something else. Members might even
think he has peculiarities in that respect.
but I do not. I believe he is talking about
a very serious subject, and would make an
excellent Minister for the Environment.
I hope for the sake of my area that
happens after the next election. As a
consequence, if only for that reason. I
have great pleasure In supporting the am-
endment moved by the member for Mor-
ley.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [7.53
p.m.]: The very excellent and timely am-
endment moved by the member for Morley
gives me the opportunity to draw atten-
tion to a couple of matters which have
been concerning me and which have been
brought to my attention by electors cver
the past several weeks. It also gives me
some opportunity to talk about the way
In which the Government Is answering
questions.

Firstly, I refer to two Press reports re-
lating to national parks which appeared In
the local newspapers. The first appeared
on the 26th February, 1976, and reports
the Minister for Consgervation and the
Environment as saying that legislation
would be introduced In the autumn ses-
sion of the State Parliament to replace
the present National Parks Board with a
national parks authority.

It is time this came forward, because It
has been on the slips for about three
years. I know some difficulties have been
encountered, but it Is certainly long over-
due. I was Pleased to see that report.

However, in the same newspaper on the
10th March another release Indicated that
the Director of the Department of Fish-
eries and Wildlife (Mr B. K. Bowen) was
one of three new appointments to the
National Parks Board. I consider this to
be a very proper appointment because I
have had close association with Bernie
Bowen and have a high regard for his
capacity and knowledge, particularly In
this field. The article went on to state--

The Minister for Conservation and
the Environment, Mr Jones, said yes-
terday that the new appointmernts
would complement the considerable
experience represented on the existing
six-man board.

The other new members are Mr H.
W. Sorensen, the general manager of
the Perth Building Society, and Mr
D. W. Treloar, a senior lecturer in
economics at the University of WA.

Having said that there was to be a new
authority, the Minister turned around and
made additional appointments to the ex-
isting National Parks Board. Most of 'is
would know Harry Sorensen; I have a
high regard for him In his Particular field,
which relates to building societies and the
handling of building finance and :ther
matters associated with housing.

However, I know of no Particular ex-
pertise which would entitle him to be ap-
pointed to the National Parks Board and
I believe the Minister should provide some
details to justify his appointment. One of
my constituents took the trouble to write
to me expressing concern that no reason
for these appointments had been advanced.
I have gone through the files, but cannot
find any official Press release. I realise
that at times, the newspapers condense
Press releases, but I missed it In the Press.
I express now the concern which was
expressed to me by MY constituent that
at a crucial time, when new legislation is
about to be brought into the Parliament,
additional appointments are made to a
board which, supposedly, is going to be-
come nonexistent. I have no criticism of
one of the appointments, but while Harry
Sorenson may do a very good job in his
Particular field, and may be a nice chap
to meet socially, he does not appear to
have the qualifications for appointment
to the National Parks Board, and there-
fore his appointment should be justified.

I cannot recall meeting Mr D. W. Treloar,
a senior lecturer in economics at the Uni-
versity of WA. There may be some reason
for a senior lecturer In economics to be
appointed to the National Parks Board
but here again, it looks as though the
Government is drawing a long bow. No
justification has been Provided by the
Minister for these appointments at a time
when the board was to be reconstituted.
One cannot help wondering what will hap-
pen to these three appointees. Will they
continue on the new authority or will they
be dismissed when the new authority is
established?

Other matters contained in the amend-
ment have been very well canvassed by
previous speakers, and I share the con-
cern they expressed. I should like to refer
particularly to the last part of the amend-
ment dealing with the answering of ques-
tions. Members will know that Inside the
question pad are instructions as to the type
and form of question which may be asked
and the answers members may expect from
Ministers. I believe the instructions were
Placed on the question pad at Your in-
stigation, Mr Speaker; at least I give you
credit for so doing. They have been very
helpful to me.

I often wonder whether the instruction
on the question pad has been read by
the Ministers. When we look at the qual-
ity of the answers and at times the ex-
traneous padding In them, one wonders
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whether the Ministers have any knowledge
or experience of this Instruction, and
whether they care about the type of
answers they give. The instruction in the
pad states clearly-

Answers should be confined to the
points contained In the question, with
only such explanation as to render the
answer intelligible. Extraneous matter
should not be introduced into an
answer.

Imputations reflecting on any pre-
vious Administration should not be
unnecessarily included in any answer.

It gives me pleasure to read that instruc-
tion out to the ministers, because I am sure
many of them have not read It and are not
aware of what the Standing Orders provide.

Too often members asking questions are
reminded about the way in which they can
ask them, and about the content of their
questions; but it does not appear that sim-
ilar provisions apply to the answers. in
saying this I am not reflecting in any way
on you, Mr Speaker, because you do not
know what the answers will be until they
are read. You would be In Precisely the
same position as we are in. After hearing
an answer you cannot say, "I cannot accept
that. Give another answer." I am sure you
will agree that a lot of extraneous matter is
brought into answers, and very often the
answers do not have any relevance to the
questions asked.

Members who have been here for any
length of time generally do not ask ques-
tions unless they know what the answers
will be. At the time when I was an advocate
representing the railway employees I was
told that I was never to ask a question of a
witness unless I had a very good Idea of
what the answer would be. That also
applies here. Often a member knows what
the answer will be before he asks the
question. Generally a member does not; ask
a question to enable the Minister to let off
steam.

When one hears the answers given by
Ministers in this House one finds that very
often they bear no semblance to the ques-
tions asked. Parliament has been in session
for nine days. During this time I have asked
some questions, and I can say that the
answers have given me cause for dissatis-
faction. I shall not refer to all the ques-
tions, but Just a few.

The best example of this is the question
I asked of the Premier on the 1st Apri1
relating to the construction of a new
Art Gallery. I asked-

Have any firm decisions been taken
regarding a public appeal for a new
Art Gallery?

I emphasise that I used the Word "firm".
This matter had been announced in the
Press and we wanted to know whether any

firm decisions had been made. The answer
given by the Premier was, "Yes.

My next question was-
If so, what is Proposed?

The answer was--
A Public appeal for a new Art Gallery.

That merely repeated the question I had
Just asked. The Premier is now smirking.

Sir Charles Court: I am smiling, because
this conforms with the advice given to the
Minister in answering questions, as you
have just read out.

Mr DAVIES: The answer is not relevant
to the question: I asked whether any firm
decisions had been made, and if so what
were the firm decisions. The Premier In
reply told me that the firm decision was a
public appeal for a new gallery.

I had to put another question on the
notice paper, and remain within the
Standing Orders to seek the information I
wanted. I did precisely that. I do not think
any member is Particularly Interested in
the question or the answer I got. How-
ever, the later answer I got was the kind
which should have been given in the first
place.

I should not have had to waste my time
in writing out the question. The Clerk
should not have had to waste his time in
checking and listing it; the typist should
not have had to waste her time in typing it;
the Premier should not have had to waste
his time in reconsidering it; and the typist
should not have had to waste her time in
typing the answer. All this is a complete
waste of time, money, and effort; this hap-
pened because in this instance those con-
cerned with giving the answer thought
they were being smart. I cannot blame the
Premier for the answer. I am sure he did
not read it before it was put before him
in the House. I give him more credit than
that for giving the type of answer that
he did give In the first place.

I also asked a question on the provision of
a bridge over the Swan River at Burswood
Island. This is a matter I have pursued for
many years. You, Mr Speaker, were the
Minister for Works in 1965 when the Brand
Government Promised that during the life
of that Parliament a start would be made
on the bridge, and the project would be
completed within three years. tUP to date
it has not yet been commenced.

I have since asked questions about the
building of this bridge; and on the 6th Apri1
the Minister for Transport gave the follow-
Ing reply to one of my questions-

The position has not changed since I
advised the member in March, 1976,
that no date has been fixed for com-
mencement of construction and the
project has been questioned by the
Commonwealth Bureau of Roads.
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I followed that up by a question without
notice on the same day as follows-

As the answer the Minister gave me to
question 41 today is almost word for
word with the reply he gave to a sim-
ilar question asked in March, 1975, can
I take it there has been no action since
that time?

The Minister for Transport very properly
replied, "No". He did not volunteer any
other information. Naturally I presumed
there had been some activity: so that re-
quired a further question to be placed on
the notice paper to find out what activity
had taken place.

That question was answered on the 8th
April. Once again I had to write this
question out; the Clerk had to check it;
the typist had to type it; the Minister
had to consider it: the under-secretary
had to obtain the answer; the Minister
had to get the answer and read it out In
the H-ouse, before it was handed to me.
All this procedure had to be followed to
obtain the Information.

I then asked a question in detail as to
whether it meant there had been some
activity, and If so, what activity. The
answer indicated that there had been no
activity at all. I also asked whether there
had been any correspondence with the
Commonwealth Government, and the
answer indicated there had been no cor-
respondence with the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment since 1974.

The next part of my question was-
Is any serious attempt being made to
pursue this matter? If so, in what
form and with what success?

I had been told there had been activity
on this matter. However, the reply to that
part of the question was-

The matter has not been pursued be-cause the project now has a lower
priority than the Mitchell Freeway
and the proposed extension of the
Kwinana Freeway and it is unlikely
that funds will be available for con-
struction in the immediate future.

That was all the information I wanted in
the first place. I wanted an up-to-date
report indicating the Government's at-
titude to the construction of a bridge at
Burswood Island. It took me all that time
and effort to find out whether any action
had been taken since I inquired into this
matter in March. 1975.

The last matter I wish to raise c~ncerns
the Kareeba hospital. This matter has
been well publicised and discussed in the
community. I have been advised that this
hospital had been offered to the Belmont
Shire Council. I asked a question as to
what use Kareeba hospital would be put.
That question was asked on the '7th April.
At the time I knew that contact had been
made with the Belmont Shire.

I did not ask the question to give the
Minister a chance to explain the position;
I asked it because I wanted to know whe-
ther the information I had obtained was
correct. The information was that there
had been contact with the Belmont Shire.
The question I asked was-

..to what use will Kareeba hospital,
Belmont, be now put?

The answer given by the Minister was-
The member is directed to the answer
to question 1, part (5) of the 1st April,
1970, asked by the member for Ascot.

The question asked by the member for
Ascot appears at page 188 of the current
Hansard. The answer given by the Premier
to that question was-

Kareeba was purchased to provide ac-
commodation for profoundly mentally
and Physically handicapped persons.
We would like to use it for this pur-
pose..

By the time I was questioning the Min-
ister a decision had been taken to sell it
to the Belmont Shire.

The Deputy Premier answered the ques-
tion in the absence of the Minister for
Health. I asked him whether he had any
knowledge of that, and very properly he
replied, "No". He said he would not have
any knowledge of this matter unless it
had been discussed in Cabinet.

I asked the Minister for Urban Develop-
ment and Town Planning whether he had
had some contact with the Belmont Shire.
He replied thjat the Minister l~t Health
would make the announcement. Why was
he being so coy? The decision had been
taken to try to get the Belmont Shire to
buy Kareeba hospital. The Minister must
have known that I knew about the matter.
Why was there a need for all this run-
around by me to get answers to my ques-
tions?

Mr O'Neil: I was quite truthful when
I said I did not know. You were asking
a question of a Minister who was repre-
senting a Minister in another Place.

Mr DAVIES: The only reason the De-
puty Premier might have known about the
matter was that It had been discussed at
Cabinet.

Mr O'Neil: it had not been.
Mr DAVIES: The minister is In charge of

a depar'ment that is concerned with Gov-
ernment buildings. He might have asked at
Cabinet. "What did you do with Kareeba
hospitafl" I apportion no blame whatso-
ever to the Deputy Premier who always
gives me forthright answers, although I do
no' ask him many questions. However, I
cannot say that about the other Ministers.

That is the reason I have risen to sup-
port the amendment, In particular the last
part of it. Life would be much easier for
many people associated with Parliament if
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the directions and customs relating to ques-
tions and answers were read by Ministers. I
am happy to support the amendment.

Amendment Put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Blateman
Mr Bertram
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J. Burke
Mr Can
Mr navies
Mr H. D). Evans

Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowan
Mr Coyne
Mr Grayden
Mr Grewar
Mr Laurance
Mr MoPharlin
Mr Mensaros
Mr Nanovich
Mr O'Connor
Mr Old
Mr O'Nel

Ayes
Mr J. T. Tonkcin
Mr Harman
Mr Bryce
Mr Taylor
Mr Hartrey

Ayes-Ia
Mr Tr. D. Eva
Mr Fletcher
Mr Jamieson
Mr T. H. Jon
Mr May
Mr Merver
Mr Skidmore
M~r Moller

Noes-23
Mr Ridge
Mr Ilototi
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Bodene
Mr Stephens
Mr Rhompo
Mr Tuy
Mr watt
Mr Younig
Mr Clarko

pairs
Noes

Mr Crane
Mrs Craig
Mr Blatitte
Mr P. V. Jon'
Dr Dadour

Amendment thus negatived.
Debate (on mnotion) Resum4

MR SODEMAN (Pilbara) [8.i5
Rather than be repetitious at this
the Address-in-Reply debate I wis
that I endorse and share, if I ni
remarks made by those speakers w~
spoken before mec in respect of the
for Greenough, the Leader of the
tion, and the Leader of the OP
elect.

Unfortunately, 45 minutes does ni
a member sufficient time to cover
jects relating to his electorate, an
speaking on one or two general
will mention a number of items sp
relating to the Pilbara.

It was extremely pleasing to not
his Speech the Governor mentio
State Emergency Service and the
operated after the cyclone In Port
in December of last year. The acci
to the citizens of Port Hedland a
rounding areas was just and di
Every individual lent a hand in clei
the town and assisting his neighbo
mining companies made availab
equipment and men, and workers to
to help out wherever they could.

On behalf of the people of Port
and others affected, I wish to th
State Government for its involvemn
the Premier and Deputy Premier
sonally taking Part, and for the as
they rendered, both financial and
ways.

The next point I wish to raise is
assistance for pastoralists. When I
lating my speech notes I realised

as

some reason or another inadvertently when
we talk in a debate such as this pastoralists
are usually left until last or, at best, are
covered in the middle of one's speech. In
view of their current plight and the prob-
lems they face, I consider that Policy should
be changed and they should be put first.

Pastoralists are not free loaders. They
asare hard-working people, and are not ask-

ing for finance or hand-outs, but for im-
proved services. All northern members have
made representations to the newly elected

(Teller) Federal member for Kalgoorlie (Mick
Cotter) for improved mall, transport, and
communication services.

Mr May: Not much for the goldminers.
Mr SODEMAN: He has undertaken to

give these high priority and pass on the
representations to the appropriate quarter
in the Federal Government.

The Minister for Transport has also
(Tle) undertaken to give a reply in the next
(Tle4 fortnight on the possible use of triple-

bottomed trailers for the transportation
of beef cattle from northern areas down
as far as Oeraldton. There are obvious
economy of scale benefits involved in this

es method of transport. Unfortunately, there
are some doubts concerning the safety
margin in the use of such vehicles.

sit The next topic about which I wish to
speak is that of the proposed community

*p.m.]: health centres in the Pilbara, and in par-
stage of ticular the proposed centres in South
hi to say Hedland and Karratha.
nay, the Last September the Minister for Health
membere was good enough to visit the Pilbara with
opposi- me and during that visit he undertook to
position- give high priority to the medical needs of

the area and, in particular, the provision
of facilities and services. He also comn-

at allow mented that the provision of medical
all sub- health centres in these two towns would

d be!fore be studied immediately on his return to
topics I Perth. I am very pleased to note that the
ecifically Minister for Health has kept his promise

e that i n this regard.

ned the Mr May: That is unusual!
way it Mr SODEMAN: Today in answer to a

Hedland question to him he has advised that the
ord paid South Hedland centre will be commenced
Lnd sur- in May, 1976. and the estimated comple-
2servlng. tion date is May, 1977.
ining up
urs. The Mr May: Don't bank on it.

le their Mr SODEMAN: The estimated comn-
opped In mencing date for the centre at Karratha

is July. 1976, with an estimated completion
Hedland date of December, 1976.
ank the I will not go into the details of the
ent, and specialist facilities to be made available
for per- at each centre as they were listed in the
;sistance answer to the question I asked today.
In other However, I will state that there will be

more on-the-spot medical services avail-
that of able to people in both towns. There will

was col- be far better utilisation by doctors of their
that for time because they will not have to travel
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to other centres to provide interim sur-
gical treatment. More effective overall
services will be provided and the doctors
will be far better able to cope with
emergencies and, particularly, cyclones
when they occur in the areas, and prob-
lems involved with them.

Also the staff and doctors involved will
become more stable, and this will en-
courage them to stay on in the area and,
hopefully, our turnover In this field will
decrease.

Mr May: You are lucky to have a turn-
over. Some towns are not lucky enough to
have a doctor at all.

Mr SODEMAN: I might add that many
towns in the Pilbara do not have a doctor.

Mr May: That is so, but It applies not
only to the Pilbara.

Mr SODEMAN: The towns which do
have a doctor have nowhere near a suf-
ficient number to cope with the demand
on them, and those who are available are
working anything up to 20 to 23 hours a
day and are doing a tremendous job.
While on this topic I quickly allude to the
situation in respect of orthodontic spec-
ialists.

Mr Barnett: What?
Mr SODEMAN: I am referrig to

orthodontists, for the benefit of the mem-
ber for Rockingham who, I am pleased, is
paying attention.

Mr Barnett: So am 1. If you could hear
Yourself, You would be.

Mr SODEMAN: Except for Carnarvon,
our northern towns do not have this ser-
vice. Unfortunately, the specialists are
not available, and this type of service
provided on an itinerant basis is not
practical for obvious reasons.

I have requested the Premier to give
consideration to extending the already
existing travel subsidy for medical pur-
poses, so that people who are urgently
requiring orthodontic treatment are given
at least one fare to the nearest town or
metropolitan area where the service can
be obtained. This would be subject to re-
commendation by the local general prac-
titioner aind wvould be phased Cut when
the orthodontists are resident in our va-
rious northern towns.

I would like to speak briefly about the
Government's policy promise in respect of
a special programme to help small busi-
nesses. Owing to the state of the economy
and current budgetary restrictions, fin-
ancial assistance in this particular area
is very limited. The point I wish to stress
is that grants and loans are not necessarily
the solution.

A large number of small businesses fail
as a result of a lack of administrative
expertise, and again I would like to refer
to a question I asked in the House today
relating to the implementation of this

Policy promise. It Is extremely pleasing
to note that the minister for Industrial
Development has been working on this
matter. The Programme is under way and
something is being done. lie has agreed
that an officer from the department will
travel to the northern towns which
have a small business representation in
Order to ascertain the nature of their
Problems and indicate to them tile exper-
tise and advice which is available through-
out the State and from the department
itself.

Most of these Proprietors of small busi-
nesses are tradesmen who go into business.
They are top-class operators on the prac-
tical side, but few of them have the ad-
ministrative ability to look after the fin-
ancial side of their operations. Those
who can detect this fact before they go
broke usually have the ability to offset
becoming completely insolvent and it Is
those who are not able to do this which
this Policy and Programme will help.

Another topic with which I wish to deal
is that of communication. During my
maiden speech in this H-ouse on the
Address-in-Reply debate In 1974, under the
heading of "Communication and Admin-
istration", I mentioned that I would be
approaching the Office of the North-West
with a suggestion that it publish a bro-
chure outlining subsidies, allowances, and
other information applicable to the north
Of the State.

Again it is gratifying to see that the
department has responded positively and
as a consequence of its efforts over the
last 12 months or so the brochure was
Produced. It was then revamped, and this
year it has been Published in what I feel
is a professional form. As everyone knows,
unfortunately the Population turnover in
the north is quite extensive, and People
entering the area do not have access to
the information available, and some of the
subsidies and allowances for which they
can apply.

Very quickly I will mention one or two
of the items covered in the brochure. It
deals with such items as area subsidies,
income tax. education, home assistance.
boarding allowances, State and Federal
living-away-from-home allowances, tree
schemes, and economic use of water, to
mention a few. I am sure the brochure
will be of tremendous help to the new-
comer in the Pilbara.

I thank the director and staff of the
Office of the North-West and also the
Minister for agreeing to allow that par-
ticular Project to go ahead.

The next item with which I wish to deal
concerns SHC homes in the Pilbara and,
in particular, the new design homes being
worked on. It was interesting to note In
the renly to my question today to the
Minister for Housing that these proto-
type homes will not be built in one or two
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towns only, but in many, including
Broome, Carnarvon, Kununurra, and
Derby.

I am happy the Minister has agreed to
the suggestion to open to the public a
couple of these new-style homes incor-
porating new features. This is to be done
on a display basis to allow the people to
make comments virtually as the homes
come off the production line, instead of
possibly 10 or 15 years later when many
of the occupants may be unhappily housed
in homes which could perhaps have been
altered.

Mr May: Do you think the Minister
gave much thought to your request?9

Mr SOD'EMAN: Knowing the Minister
as I do, I am sure he would give a great
deal of thought to every request.

Mr May: You asked the question only
today.

Mr SODEMAN:, I will answer the inter-
jection this way: the honourable member
has had far more experience in Parlia-
ment than I have had and therefore he
would appreciate, I am sure, that no mem-
ber or Minister would be irresponsible
enough to raise the subject in Parliament
if It had not been initiated some time
previously.

Mr May: How did you initiate the Ques-
tion today?

Mr SODEMAN: I am quite sure the
member for Clontarf understands the posi-
tion as he has done the same thing him-
self.

The next topic to which I wish to move
-and this will probably wake the member
for Clontarf as well as other members
from their sleep--concerns the statement
that we have a one-man-band Premier in
Sir Charles Court. It has been suggested
continually by members of the Opposi-
tion that this is the situation which pre-
vails on this side of the House.

Several members interjected.
Mr SODEMAN: Of course, members do

not believe it because they continually
have to repeat the statement In an effort
to be convincing and In an endeavour to
convince themselves.

Mr T. H. Jones: We have learnt that
technique from you.

Several members interjected.
Mr SODEMAN: It is ridiculous in the

extreme. I will prove it.
Mr B. T. Burke: You are not even a

tin whistle.
Mr SODEMAN: Well, well;, the member

for B'Alga with one of his great contribu-
tions! If the people in the Pilbara happen
to read my speech I1 am sure they will see
the responsibility he exudes in this House.

Mr B. T. Burke: They will go to sleep.

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Pilbara.

Mr SODEMAN: As I was saying before
I was not so intelligently interrupted by
the member for Balga, if members on the
other side have even a reasonable memory
they can project it back a few years and
recall that In the Federal sphere both liAb-
eral and Labor back-benchers and Cabinet
Ministers have voted their leaders in and
out of office. I might also add there was
a leadership challenge during the term of
office of the present Leader of the Opposi-
tion, which I am very pleased to say
he defeated, because I am still of the
opinion he has a tremendous amount
to contribute to this Parliament. Our
methods of electing a leader are exactly
the same as those of members opposite
both here and in the Eastern States.

As the youngest member on this side of
the House, It is appropriate for me to
raise the matter and speak about the
assertions continually being made by mem-
bers of the Opposition for political expedi-
ency and no other reason.

Mr May: That is a new one.
Mr SODEMAN:. What a shocking situa-

tion, to have to stand up and talk about
that kind of thing, because one has no-
thing more productive to do!

In rounding off, I would like to say I
have always found the Premier accessible
and I have always received a fair hearing.
I find him a very positive person who has
the respect of everybody on this side. If
somebody over there thinks I am making
these remarks because I have some am-
bitions in this place-

Mr May: No!
Several members interjected.
Mr SODEMAN: -- perhaps they are too

full of their own importance to be able
to assess someone else's comments when
they are sincere.

Mr T. H. Jones: Come down south.
Mr SODEMAN: it is amazing that ob-

jective representation seems to have a very
low priority with some members of this
House. Even the, Federal President of
the ALP (Mr Bob Hawke) in The West
Australian on the 30th March Issued a plea
for Labor members of Parliament to be
constructive. I do not think it does any
harm to repeat that plea in this House
tonight.

Mr T. H. Jones: What about compensa-
tion for the goidmining industry? Tell
us about that.

Mr SODEMAN: Being the member for
Pilbara, I happen to be talking about other
matters this evening. If membprs want
to hear about the goldmiriing Industry they
should speak to Mr Cotbr himself-

Mr T. H. Jones: You mentioned him a
while ago.

Sir Charles Court: H-e Is the member
for Kalgoorlie, including the Pilbara.

Mr SODEMAN: -and hear what his
remarks are.
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Mr B. T. Burke: A university for the
Pilbara was a definite undertaking.

Mr SODEMAN: And the Pilbara. will
have a university. Goodness me! Every
time the member for Ealga opens his
mouth he belies good reason. Fancy think-
ing the Pilbara, with its present popula-
tion, would require a university today!I
That is what he Is suggesting. Would the
member for Balga be prepared here this
evening to give the undertaking that if
the Opposition were to become the Gov-
ernment at the next election-and it is
very doubtful that it would-a university
would be built in the Pflbara immediately?

Mr Bertram: Not if he did not mean it.
Mr B. T. Burke: You promised it; we

did not.
Mr SODEMAN: The honourable member

should not raise the question and be hypo-
critical, and should also allow someone else
to make comments, even if he does not
like them.

Mr B3. T. Burke: What about the black
top roads?

Mr SODEMAN: I would be happy to
speak about them. I want to finish this
Part of my speech.

The SPEAKER: I think the honourable
member should ignore the interjections.

Mr SODEMAN: I agree with your wise
recommendation, Mr Speaker. I will do
my best.

When we consider the aforementioned,
is it any wonder members of Parliament
lose esteem in the eyes of the public? There
Is an article in Thre West Australian of the
10th April which is headed "Tonkin sees
loss of esteem for MPs% It says -

The Leader of the State Opposition,
Mr Tonkin, is concerned that politi-
cians are losing their prestige.

He said he was worried that many
people tended to disparage politicians
and no longer held them In high
esteem.

When we listen to some of the interjec-
tions that have been forthcoming In the
last few minutes, is it any wonder? The
article goes on to say-

Some politicians did not discharge
their duties as people expected and
others entered Pariament only to
further their own goals.

Mr T. J. Burke:, That is very true.
Mr SODEMAN; It is true, and the mem-

ber for Perth would be the best Person
to comment on that. It also relates to
union leaders and company executives. Un-
fortunately, It is a general human failing
and one which, hopefully, must be over-
come. I do not know how It will be over-
come. I suggest if we all followed the
example of the present Leader of the Op-
position-and perhaps I could also men-
tion the previous member for Greenough
-this PaRriament in Western Australia
would be all th?2 better for It.

Mr May: You do not include the Pre-
mier?

Mr SODEMAN: The depth of the sense
of humour of those on the other side
amazes me, because I did not include all
those who laughed, either. The article also
quoted the Leader of the Opposition as
saying-

If democracy is to survive there must
be an alteration in the system.

I certainly agree with that.
Mr Bertram: Hear, bear!
Mr SODEMAN: The member for Mt.

Hawthorn will not be so happy with the
next comment--

"It rests with the people to bring
about the changes that are necessary
and desirable,"

Mr Tonkin said that the ALP should
not get carried away with extreme
ideas.

Mr Bertram: There Is no fear of the
Liberal Party being carried away.

Mr SODEMAN: This brings me to my
next point. It is a general topic-that of
the fact that Australians are condoning a
watered down form of democracy. The
principle of freedom of speech and choice
has been in jeopardy for some time. It
appears to me that when the Unions and
some of the individuals on the other side
talk about the United Nations and human
rights, perhaps they are not as sincere as
they could be.

Mr Mclver: Do not tell me the Liberal
Party is.

Xr SOIJEMAN: I want to read a letter
from one of my constituents out before
doing so I want to make the comment
that I wholeheartedly support the true
concept of unionism. I think members of
the Labor Party and unions believe that
because a member of Parliament happens
to be a Liberal he was born with a silver
spoon in his mouth, he has a family house
in Dalkeith or somewhere like that, and
be drives around In a Mercedes Reinz
or a Rolls Royce all his life. That is not
the case in most instances. It is certainly
not the case in this instance.

Mr May: Do you believe in one union
for the Plhara)

Mr SODEMAN: I will talk about that
later on.

Mr May: Do you believe in one union
for the Pilbara?

Mr SODEMAN: Does the honourable
member believe in allowing me to miake
my speech in the sequence in which I
have decided to make it?

Mr May: Do you believe in one union
for the Pilbara?

Mr SODEMAN: The member for Clon-
tarf is like a parrot.

Mr May: I do not get an answer,
though.
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Mr Coyne: Neither does a parrot.
Mr SODEMAN: I might add-not that

this makes me a good Liberal or anything
else--my father was involved in union
activities, He was a carpenter. I 't~o not
come from a highfalutin family; so I do
not know where people get these Ideas
from. The letter I want to quote from
reads-

As an elector in your area, I1 would
like to bring forward a point which
concerns me very much, that is, the
compulsory political involvement as-
sociated with certain Union member-
ships.

Enclosed is a Rule Book of the
Australasian Society of Engineers,
W.A. Branch, wherein you will find
the grounds for my concern in Rule 3,
page 6.

I would be delighted to rejoin a
Metal Trades Union, having let my
membership of the A.E.U. lapse about
1958 when I commenced working out-
side of my trade. However, I cannot
accept the political involvement, not
just implied but actually mandatory.

I will not read the other comments be-
cause they are not relevant. In referring
to that particular rule book-

Mr T1. H. Jones: Is that a registered
union?

Mr SODEMvAN: -I had a look at the
objects under rule 3, and one item Is-.

..to contribute financially and other-
wise to political objects so as to bring
about the election of Federal and
State Labor Governments;

There are some other surprising objec-
tives, such as-

The objects of the branch shall be
by lawful means: To protect the
interests of trade union members by
any legal method;

That Is a good object. Another object is-
To obtain and maintain by any

legitimate means the principle of
recognising 30 hours as a week's
labor;

That is not such a good object.
Mr T. H. Jones: That is operating in

Collie at the moment.
Mr SODEMAN:, That does not change

my view.
Mr Mclver: You are out of your depth

on this one.
Mr SODEMAIN: Although I support the

concept of unionism, I query current-day
motives and intent and I wonder whether
the union executive Is genuine when it
and members opposite continually refer to
human rights. In every topic or discus-
sion that comes up in this House members
opposite are always referring to human
rights, freedom of choice, and so on. Our
State legislation has an exemption clause
which not all union members are aware

of. It provides for the mechanics of free-
dom of choice. It is contained In section
6iB (1) and (2) of the Industrial Arbitra-
tion Act and It reads--

SiB. (1) For the purposes of this
section "consclentious belief" includes
a conscientious belief whether the
grounds for the belief are or are not
of a religious character and whether
the belief Is or is not part of the
doctrine of any religion.

(2) A person who-
(a) objects on the grounds of

conscientious belief to being
a member of a union;

(b) applies in the manner pre-
scribed to the Registrar for a
certificate of exemption from
membership of any such
union; and

(c) Days to the Registrar an
amount equivalent to the sub-
scription prescribed by the
rules of the union for memn-
bershp thereof-

it goes on, and if anyone is interested In
the total details I suggest he read it for
himself. Our democratic system will be
largely improved-

Mr Bertram: When?
Mr SODEMAX: -when implemented In

spirit as well as in legislation.
Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr SODEMAN: The fact that unions

back one political party creates an in-
built bias which leads to administrative
disruption within its ranks and the ranks
of the ALP. If all unions were to declare
themselves nonpolitical, workers and em-
ployers could interact on a more effective
and open basis.

Mr Barnett: What about all employers?
Mr Davies: Is that not a quotation from

Santa Maria's broadcast?
Mr SODEMAN: Not unless that is ray

alias. Union objectives need revising, and
the sooner the better for the sake of a1
who live in Australia. The argument that
the unions were associated with the Labor
Party from the beginning-and that Is true
-is not a particularly good one for the
continuing association. I am not saying
the unions should dissociate themselves
and become attached to the Liberal Party.
Heaven forbid! That would be just as bad,
if not worse. They should not be attached
to any political party and people who loin
unions should not have this affiliation
thrust down their throats. Many people
in unions are Liberal supporters.

To draw an analogy, if one goes to a
doctor with a particular ailment the
doctor assesses it and administers ticat-
ment. Once the ailment is cured it is not
mandatory to keep on going back to that
doctor. one can choose a new doctor, go
back to that one, or adopt one's own
method of approach. It is time unions had
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a look at themselves, their associations.
and what they are all about. For an indi-
vidual, as a unionist to be ostracized by his
workmnates and called a scab if he does not
conform is deplorable.

This is a classic example of our cur-
rent-day watered down democratic situa-
tion. If members on the other side dis-
agree with that, let me say there has been
a lot of talk about dole cheats, and union-
ists and Labor Party members rightly have
claimed It is a bad term. I agree.

The question I ask is this;, How genuine
are they in their attempts to put an end
to the scab situation and its implications?
In answer to someone who interjected a
while ago and spoke about companies,
certainly companies have contributed
to the breakdown of the situation.
Many company executives lack posi-
tive direction. Unfortunately they are
the meat in the industrial sandwich.
The manager of an Organisation has
to make a decision and has the
responsibility of the viability of his organ-
isation. He has shareholders on one h-und
saying, "We want a return for cur invest-
ment", and on the other hand he has
clients saying, "Complete the contract, or
else". Then he has the unions In the
middle. In many instances the unions are
using that situation adversely against hint
and against themselves.

Unfortunately under these circum-
stances compromise is the keynote. If a
consumer has a complaint against a comn-
pany or a retailer he presents a case to
the Consumer Affairs Bureau. I ifght add
that particular entity is doing a rematrk-
able job, and its studies and intervention
In respect of some trade practices which
occur have earned acclaim. The bureau
has earned the respect of the total popu-
lation of this State.

I might also point out that if a member
of a union or of the public has a com-
plaint against a union and its actions or
activities, to whom does he go to have an
assessment made or to arbitrate on his
behalf? I have a couple of newspaper
articles here. Like the member for
Fremantle and, I guess, most of us, I
would like not to have to use them. How-
ever, as it happens, when one makes
certain remarks, unless one can quote other
people who are associated with the Labor
Party or who have a degree of recognition
in the world or in our country, not very
much credibility seems to be attached to
them by the opposition.

In the first instance I would like to
read from The West Australian of '.le
26th January, 1976, portion of an article
headed, "Socialist hits at unionism". I
quote as follows--

Canberra: Trade unions were the
enemies of socialism, a leading social-
ist writer told the Australian
Institute of Political Science summer
school In the weekend.

Paul Johnson, director and former
editor of the New Statesman journal,
told the sumrmer school that trade
unionism should not have a dominant
place in a socialist society.

A member: which side are you on?
Mr SODEMAN: The article continues--

"Unionism and socialism are in-
compatible," he said.

"They are antagonistic, and
mutually exclusive."

Mr Johnson said that the failure of
socialism In Britain was not due to
Poor management or government
interference but was caused by the
activities of Britain's trade unions.

In that respect I disagree with him and
say that poor management does contri-
bute, The article continues-

"Over-manninig and restrictive
Practices, both enforced by unions
under the threat of strike action, are
responsible for the huge and increas-
ing losses and the poor performance
of our public enterprises," he said.

Having heard that from a professed
socialist, and bearing in mind the previ-
ous comments I have made, a further
article appeared In The West Australian
of the 8th April, 1976, headed, "Most
working days lost in W.A." This article is
an indictment of our union activities,
possibly also of our private enterprise
management, and maybe even to an ex-
tent of government. I do not relate this
to any specific Government; it is a situa-
tion that has been developing throughout
the life of Governments in Western Aus-
tralia. The article states--

Canberra: West Australian workers
lost more working days In industrial
disputes than any other State.

In a month in which strikes cost
workers more than $2 million in
wages, WA workers lost 22,000 'work-
Ing days, Victoria 20,500, SA 8000.
Tasmania 7800, NSW 7600 and Old
5300.

When one looks at the population ratios
In the States, one realises it makes our
situation even worse than it appears In
that article. I am Pointing out that the 4.2
working days lost on an average could
have been used to advantage. Uf we con-
sider the unemployment figure, I wonder
how many of those who arc unemployed
but who are employable could have been
employed by this?

I heard members opposite complaining
bitterly that the Premier had spent so
many thousands of dollars--I think
$500 000-In Kalgoorlie to keep workers
employed. However, I have not heard very
much from them about the $2 million lost
by workers in Western Australia. I wonder
where their sentiments lie. Also, they are
tremendously inconsistent.
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The member for Avon interjected a
while ago and spoke about unions. I think
he has forgotten that in this H-ouse only
a day or so ago he made these remarks,
as reported in rThe West Australian of the
9th April-

Mr McIver also criticised what he
called the apathy of some Australian
unionists.

By the way, I would point out I am not
embarking on a union-bashing campaign.
This is the first tine I have spoken of this
matter. It is one of the problems we have
in Australia, and it is a contributing
factor to our very high inflation rate.
According to the member for Avon, it is
one of the topics that should be dis-
cussed in this House. I was rather ileased
that the member for Scarborough, with
his limited background in respect of
industrial matters, was prepared to speak
on it; I think that was quite commend-
able. The member for Avon went en to
say-

The effects of industrial strife on
primary producers, particularly new
land farmers, were disastrous.

He called on the agriculture
ministers of each State to join forces
to try to solve impending confronta-
tions.

'The fault is on both sides," Mr
Mclver said.

I agree with him. The article continues-
"Some unionists want everything

and will not give an inch.
A rather humorous cartoon appeared in
the Daily News of the 6th April. It depicts
the unions as a large horse, and the Fed-
eral Government as stewards sitting
behind a very small desk. I searched in
the cartoon for something to represent
Private enterprise, and eventually I
decided it was appropriate that I give
that name to the little fellow who is sit-
ting below the horse; because there are
no two ways about It, private enterprise
at the moment Is being sat on from all
quarters.

I am extremely concerned as a member
of Parliament in this House about the
aspect of unionism and its effects on our
standard of living and future way of life
In Australia..

I do not know whether time permits me
to embark on the next topic I wish to
discuss.

The SPEAKER: The member has eight
minutes.

Mr SODEMAN: Thank you, Sir: I
might just have enough time. It relates to
northern representation. Members oppos-
ite have been critical of recent lectoral
boundary changes and have cited Pilbara
as an example of electoral Inequality. I
was accused of sitting here and saying
nothing at the time, and I thought at tire

appropriate time I would do as members
opposite have requested and stand up and
make a comment.

Mr Bertram: When Is the appropriate
time?

Mr SODEMAlq: It happens to be new,
and the member for Mt. Hawthorn will see
the reason. I am pleased that on this oc-
casion he is present in his seat.

I suggest the assertions made by mnem-
bers opposite were not correct and that
the Labor Party is extremely inconsistent
on this matter. I have here some historical
notes which I compiled. Unfortunately
time will not permit me to go through all
of them, so I will pull out one or two
Pertinent points. First of all, in Akugust,
1962, Mr Bickerton, who was then the
member for Pilbara, applauded the fact
that north-west seats were maintained
"regardless of population". In the follow-
ing year,' in November. 1983, Mr Strick-
land, an upper House member, said-

I think it is rather regrettable that
the general thought is that represen-
tation should be on a population basis.
Considering the large area of land In
W.A. I do not think this is fair...
Voices lost in the wide open spaces
could be tragic . . . It has been recog-
nised by Governments in past years
that this area could not be repre-
sented on a population basis . .. It is
not and never has been. The wide open
spaces have always been taken into
consideration.

In the Assembly. Mr Arthur Moir spoke
of the needs of voters who because of their
remoteness are not In a Position to attend
to their affairs themselves. One might he
tempted to ask: Can the present member
for the area adequately cope with the
Population there at the moment? As I
happen to be that member, the answer Is
readily forthcoming.

Mr Bertram: It is "No".
Mr SODEMAN: Of course the answer is

"Yes".
One of the basic arguments against the

change Is that of community of interest.
We could not put a slice of the Pilbara
with the Kimberley. The Plbara, has all
the mining towns In It, and they virtually
have the same community structures and
the same problems.

Mr Jamieson: That is not a correct
statement.

Mr SODEMAN: They also have the same
aspirations.

Mr T. J. Burke: You are trying to
forget about Kalgoorlie.

Mr SODEMAN: No I am not. This gives
good reason for them to stay together.
The Deputy Leader of the Opposition, hav-
Ing shown an interest in this matter, would
be interested in the figures I am about to
give, as would some members who were
ducking and diving during the debate.
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Assuming all the Assembly seats were
equal, the average over 55 seats, as at
September. 1975, would have been 11 508,
and the enrolment for Pilbara at the same
time was 11430. So Labor's Plan would give
the Plbara no added representation. The
ALP Policy for a one-Chamber Parliament
would mean that the area would have one
representative in place of three. Of course,
basically Labor is totally misleading in its
cries for electoral reform, and this applies
as much in the Pilbara as anywhere else.

Very quickly, I would like to refer to the
member for Ascot, who expounds continu-
ously the principle of one-vote-one-value.

Mr Bertram: Hear, hear!
Mr BODE MAN: Of course, he is at vari-

ance with previous Labor members for the
Pilbara area, but I do not suppose that
particularly worries him. The member for
Mt. Hawthorn, in an article in The Heel-
land Times headed, "Electoral Boundaries"
commented on a previous article by Mr
Tozer. Of course, he drew the normal red
herrings across the trail. One of his com-
ments was--

The Pilbara has more than twice as
many electors as Kimberley, nearly
four times as many electors as Gas-
coyne and over five times as many
electors as Murchison-Eyre.

It was not very long ago that members
opposite were relating Plbara to the metro-
politan area; but suddenly it is convenient
to relate Pilbara to Places such as Murchi-
son-Eyre. The article continues--

The present unfair and unaccept-
able boundaries in the North have the
effect of discounting the people of the
Pilbara and rendering them to be in
some cases second rate citizens and
when compared with the electors of
Murchison-Eyre, fifth rate citizens.

If they are being compared with citizens
of Murchison-EYre, possibly that is so. but
that comparison has not been made before;
so the argument falls down to that extent.

Previously it was stated that people in
Murchison-Eyre were five times better off
than people in the metropolitan area. Now
members opposite are saying that Pilbara
citizens are fifth rate compared with those
In Murchison-Eyre. although Previously
they were saying that Murchison-Eyre
people had an advantage over metropolitan
people, and they wanted to bring them to
a common level.

The Pilbara has the same number of
electors as the average Assembly seat, so
unless members opposite wish to bring In
the remoteness factor they might as well
do away with their one-vote-one-value
theme. Where do they go from there? I
do not know.

In conclusion, it is hoped that the elec-
tors in remote areas will see through the
inconsistencies of some members of the

-Opposition.
I support the motion before the House.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park) [8.59
P.m.]: I wish to deal with only three mat-
ters tonight. However, first of all I would
like to join with other speakers In offering
congratulations to the most recently
elected member of this Chamber-the
member for Greenough. I welcome him
and congratulate him on moving the Ad-
dress-in-Reply to the Governor's Speech.

'The three matters I wish to deal with
relate, firstly, to the position in which
people who are renting properties find
themselves at present; secondly, to hospi-
tal planning in this State; and, thirdly.
to venereal disease and its consequences.
If anyone wishes to stop and listen that
is what I will be confining myself to this
evening.

Mr Nanovich: What was the second one?
Mr DAVIES: Hospital planning, or the

lack of it.
Mr Nanovich: I notice that You did not

do anything while you were the minister.
Mr DAVIES: I shall have a word or two

to say about that matter. First of all. I
want to express some concern about People
who are renting properties and the Position
in wvhich they find themselves because of
the lag by the State Government in taking
up the slack. I am sure that I am not
alone in receiving regularly each day at
least one and generally more people %vho
are seeking accommodation or assistance
from the State Housing Commission. Un-
fortunately the method by which the com-
mission works means it is usually a fort-
night at the very least before one can get
a reply from it. 'This often means that in
the meantime people have been put to
great discomfort and abuse by their land-
lords because a notice to quit which has
been given to them, and usually extends
over a period of seven days or 14 days at
the most, has expired and the landlord
expects them to leave.

Up till the last 12 or 18 months I think
landlords in the main were Playing the
game. They were going through the usual
legal processes to evict tenants who were
often doing their best to get out of the
house but could not find any accommoda-
tion within their price range. Lately I have
found that landlords, bath as individuals
and acting on behalf of other people, are
doing things which are totally outside the
law,' such as trespassing on Properties to
disconnect water and electricity supplies.
Only this week a case at Swansea Street.
Victoria Park, was brought to my atten-
tion. The People were given a notice dated
the 12th March. They were handed It on
the 5th April and told to be out by the 9th
April. They were not given even the seven
days. rent day to rent day, normal notice.

At the end of that time the owners of
the house came and sat outside in a car.
They abused and harassed the People and
eventually went into the property and re-
moved the length of water pipe which con-
nected the house to the main. Of course,
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that is quite wrong. It Is Ilegal for people and therefore the supply will be dis-
who are not registered to interfere with
water supplies. Apart from that aspect of
the matter, landlords also get the State
Electricity Commission to disconnect the
light. They did not do so in this instance,
but in other instances this has happened
and the tenants are left without any water
or light. Very often It Is no fault of the
tenants because the landlords have rented
a house-often a house that is in a bad
state of repair-right up to the very last
minute when they want to pull it down.
They want the tenants out and they want
to get on with some rebuilding.

There is Just no protection for tenants.
They cannot get assistance from the Police
Department. The police will stand by to
see that there Is no physical violence, but
they will not assist If the tenants ask them
to remove trespassers from the property.
Tenants can go to the council; and I will
say that the council has been particularly
good. But all the council can say to the
owners Is, "Put the water back, it is a
health hazard, or we will serve a notice
on you." In the case to which I have re-
ferred, the landlord came and smashed the
pedestal pan. Even If the tenants can
borrow water from next door they are left
completely isolated as far as that essential
requirement is concerned.

Mr O'Connor: Whereabouts Is this?

Mr DAVIES: It is at 179 Swansea
Street, East Victoria Park. The health
inspector of the Perth City Council told
the man to Put the water back on. He
said, "We will summons you if you do
not." But these matters go backwards and
forwards In the council, and the council Is
hamstrung in what it can do. I com-
plained to the Under-Secretary of the Met-
ropolitan Water Board and he sent out
an inspector who said it was illegal for
them to do what they did. Whilst it is
illegal, it Is a fact that they have done It
and the tenants have no recourse but to
quit the property and to live in much
worse conditions than they are iving in
at present.

In this case I have been able to get the
State Housing Commission to say that It
will give these people accommodation in
Manlana in a fortnight, but in the mean-
time what are they to do without any
water and with the Pedestal Pan apparent-
ly deliberately smashed? This is not an
isolated instance. This has happened on
at least three occasions In the past 12
months. Tenants have no recourse at all.
No-one can help them. The Metropolitan
Water Board will say that It is wrong and
that it will take action but it cannot do
anything immediately for the tenants. The
SEC will say that it has Instructions to dis-
connect the power: and although the ac-
count may be Paid up to date the SEC
will say that the owner wants to do
something to the electricity In the house

connected and the people are left without
that very essential requirement.

As I have said, the State Housing Com-
mission takes a particularly long time to
take action, but on this occasion it has
told mue that the tenants can have a
place at Maniana in a fortnight's time.
But I do not know what they are going to
do in the meantime. Having looked at the
appropriate legislation, I wonder whether
the evictions that go to court are legal,
I find that the Act dealing with evictions
dates back to Victorian times. Indeed, It
was adopted on the 10th August, 1838, at
'7 Victoria, No. 1, Volume 1, page 52.

It would be out of date because the
marginal note referring to the contents of
the Act says-

When a tenant or occupier of prem-
ises, where there is no rent or where
the rent does not exceed $20 a year,
refuses to give possession the land-
lord may give him notice of his in-
tention to proceed to recover pos-
session under the authority of this
Act.

I am sure that everyone pays at least
$20 a year. If these are the provisions
of the Act to be applied by the court
legally to evict people, it seems to me that
they are being illegally evicted. I suggest
it is time that some of the tenants who
are being evicted in this way got together:
and we might have to form some kind of
association. We can probably do without
any more associations, but if this is going
to happen to tenants-as I say, it Is
happening repeatedly-and tenants do not
have any immediate recourse, they might
have to form a vigilante squad to picket
houses to Protect tenants until the due pro-
cesses of the law have been complied with.

I do not know what the answer is. It
seems to me that tenants might be being
evicted illegally by the courts. I hope the
Government will become aware of this
problem, wil investigate it, and will per-
haps bring down some kind of protective
legislation which can provide immediate
relief, even if it is only to say to the
police, "Offer these people some protec-
tion," If the Government will look at
the precarious plight in wjhtch many
tenants find themselves I think it will
have accomplished something very desir-
able.

Hospital planning in this State has re-
ceived an Impetus recently from Press
reports relating to the work that has been
done by the planning committees within
the Public Health Department and also
by the Liewelyn-Davies Kinhill report
which was referred to In the newspapers
about a month ago. Unfortunately I am
unable to comment very intelligently on
this matter because the report is not
available for general consumption. I asked
the Minister whether he was going to re-
lease It and he said, "I do not know what
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we are going to do about it. I do not
think we are going to release it." He did
not know. Afl I can quote from are
questions I have asked and Press state-
ments which I have read. In the main
these have been rather vague.

I refer members to a question which
was asked on the 8th October, 1975, which
set out some of the work which Llewelyn-
Davies Kinhill were going to do to review
the work that had been done by officers of
the Health and Medical Departments.
They appear to have done that quite
successfully. I should imagine that the
standards they have set down will pro-
vide reasonable guidelines for planning in
the future, and that some of the stan-
dards which have been accepted as the
norm In the past may be readjusted to
fit in with what the future position should
be. Llewelyn-Davies is an international
firm: it has apparently been associated
with Kinhili since it came to Australia.
Together they bring a great deal of exper-
tise to the work they are doing. The work
they are doing in this case is reviewing the
work that has been done by the depart-
ment. The final report Is to set the pattern
for the next 15 years.

I cannot comment on the report to
any great extent because I have not seen
it, but it shows that Royal Perth Hospital
and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital are to
be limited to '700 beds. When I asked
a question as to what that meant I was
told that the main block at Royal Perth
Hospital was to be limited to 700 beds.
Earlier, when I had asked a question
about whether the limiting of 700 beds to
Sir Charles flairdner Hospital also in-
cluded beds which are available at the
Repatriation General Hospital, I was told
that they did not count and that the
matter ref erred only to the main block
at Sir Charles Qairdner Hospital, or the
Perth Medical Centre.

Just to make a bland statement that
those hospitals are to be limited to 700
beds does not really convey what the
position will be. I am concerned that
the report makes no reference to the
position in regard to rehabilitation beds,
particularly at Shenton Park Annexe,
which is our main rehabilitation hospital.
The report also apparently excludes the
number of beds-ll15-which are situated
at the mt. Lawley Annexe. If one looks at
the total number of beds involved, the
Royal Perth Hospital at present has 1 054
beds and yet the public might be excused
for believing that it will be limited to 700
beds. There is a way of limiting which I
believe is to divorce the rehabilitation hos-
pita] completely from the Royal Perth
Hospital. I believe that the time has come
to formalise the administration of that
hospital and divorce It. if not entirely at
least de facto, from the Royal Perth
Hospital. There are very good reasons
for that. I hope to deal with them
shortly.

I really think the time is rapidly com-
ing in this State when we will have to
have a hospitals commission-I want to
see only a small commission-which will
be charged with the various planning
and administrative functions of the com-
plete hospital and medical programme in
the State. At the same time the various
hospitals will have to maintain a great
degree of autonomy. We need a commis-
sion because the Teaching Hospitals Ad-
visory Council has been a dismal failure.
I brought in that legislation. I had high
hopes for it but the selection of the per-
sons to serve on the Teaching Hospitals
Advisory Council was unfortunately bad.
I did not select them; the Government
of the day did not select them; they were
selected by the various sections which
were given representation.

They are all very capable people in their
own right, but they did not meet the needs
and were not able to adopt a broad enough
outlook on general hospital Planning in
this State. So the Teaching Hospitals Ad-
visory Council has been a dismal failure
and should be disbanded. At the same
time I suggest it is time to do away with
the State Health Council. Two years ago
it brought down a very sound report on
hospital planning in Western Australia,
but that has been put in a cupboard and
is now gathering dust.

There have been further inquiries and
further suggestions until we come to the
one to which I have Just referred-the
Liewelyn-Davies Kinhill report. The State
Health Council has a great degree of ex-
pertise on it, but I believe it was more
suited to a time when the State was not
as Populous as it is now and when the
medical fields were easier to control.

The encouragement it was able to
give us was very valuable, but over the
past few years the council has not met
regularly and it has become almost in-
operative. I think it should be disbanded
and a health commission formed. There
is Planning within the department but I
generally found, when I was Minister, that
the planning was biased towards the
strongest person on the committee. If one
hospital was represented by a person with
a strong character, who was able to put
forward a good argument, I generally
found that the recommendations of the
committees within the department were
biased towards the representations put
forward by that person.

I can appreciate that boards want
autonomy. I can appreciate that hos-
pitals want to operate without direction
from afar, but I believe there should be
an overall Planning authority.

We have a Plan to work on. It is quite
reasonable, and It is one we could put
into effect. I have mentioned that I
thought the time had come to split the
Royal Perth Hospital and confine It to
700 beds. The rehabilitation annexe at
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Shenton Park should have complete
autonomy. At the present time it is part
of the Royal Perth Hospital. It has to
fight for funds by putting submissions to
the administration board of the Medical
Department, and the Treasury. Everyone
cuts down the submission-as is the usual
method with Treasury planning-and
eventually the hospital realises it does not
have much money.

The Shenton Park rehabilitation annexe
is directed by the Royal Perth Hospital. Tt
would appear that the liaison is not as
good as it should be. or that not as much
consideration is given to the rehabilitation
hospital as would be the case if it had
some degree of autonomy.

It is very difficult to try to compare the
position of the Shenton Park rehabilitation
annexe with the Royal Perth Hospital be-
cause separate statistics are not kept. For
instance, it is impossible to find out the
bed-day cost because that figure Is lumped
in with those of the Royal Perth Hospital.

The bed rate for the Royal Perth
Hospital increased from $44 in 1971-72 to
$95 during the last financial Year. We do
not know what proportion relates to the
Shenton Park Annexe, and we do not know
what proportion relates to the Mt. Lawley
Aninexe. I take it that the costs associated
with the Mt. Lawley and Shenton Park
Annexes would be much lower than those
for the Royal Perth Hospital.

I think It Is also reasonable to draw at-
tention to the work which is done at the
Shenton Park Annexe and compare it with
the work done at the Royal Perth Hos-
pital. There are 23 000 outpatient at-
tendances for occupational therapy accor-
ding to the Royal Perth Hospital annual
report, but some 8 200 of those are treated
at the Shenton Park Annexe. The annual
report covering the Royal Perth Hospital
shows for the same period that some 513.00
patients attended for physiotherapy at
Royal Perth Hospital, but 25 300 of those
patients were treated at the Shenton Park
Annexe. For speech therapy, there were
2 400 attendances and 1 021 of those were
treated at the Shenton Park Annexe. All
attendances for the spinal unit are car-
ried out at the Shenton Park Annexe.
Reference to the rheumatic unit shows that
out of a total of 4 200 attendances, 2 900
are reflected in the work done at the
Shenton Park Annexe.

From those figures It can be seen that
of the total work done, as reported in the
annual report covering the Royal Perth
Hospital, more than half of It Is cardied
out at the Shenton Park Annexe. This In-
dicates It Is time some degree of autonomy
was given to the annexe.

I am aware there is a plan for the ex-
pansion of the Shenton Park Annexe. I
have seen the plan, and I know that
other members also have seen it. How-
ever. the actual Programme will depend

on the money which Is available, and also
on what Is considered to be more urgent
work at the Royal Perth Hospital. We do
not want multiple trauma to be dealt with
at the Shenton Park Annexe. That could
well be done at Royal Perth Hospital and
at the Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. We
want one large unit within the metro-
politan area totally devoted to rehablita-
tion. That unit could extend its specialist
services to country hospitals, from time
to time. The rehabilitation work carried
out In this State should be covered by one
large centre. We cannot afford to have
rehabilitation centres scattered all over the
place.

We already have 44 rehabilitation beds
at the Fremnantle Hospital, 56 at the Mt.
Henry Hospital, and 57 at the Sir Charles
Gairdner Hospital. If the Royal Perth
Hospital Is to have control over the Shen-
ton Park Annexe then other hospitals
will not be able to place Patients there,
and as a result other hospitals will be de-
manding that they build their own rehab-
ilitation units. That Is not on.

We already have a great deal of backup
equipment, theatres, and expertise at the
rehabilitation hospital which allows It
to cope with a vast number of additional
patients and beds. I believe rehabilitation
has to have a degree of divorce from any
other hospital.

It seems to me the only way we can
develop rehabilitative beds in the metro-
politan area is to do It for the whole of
the State. I believe my thoughts are backed
up by the opiion of the National Com-
mittee of Inquiry into Compensation and
Rehabilitation in Australia. I have a sum-
mary of that report published by Butter-
worths and it is interesting to note what
the report has to say about rehabilitation
hospitals. The report, In part, states-

They "should be divorced as !ar as
possible from the hospital atmos-
phere" and, where practicable, "should
be within a reasonable distance of
general rehabilitation centres". Mobile
rehabilitation clinic teams, comprising
a rehabilitation medical officer, re-
habilitation counsellor, social worker.
nursing sister and therapist, should
visit towns and smaller centres where
rehabilitation units have not been
established.

I think that statement reflects what I have
been trying to say. We have to have a
unit with a backup of hospital facilities
for treatment. It should be given complete
autonomy.

We have to define what the future
means and we have to work for an ad-
vanced Plan. We have to give a rehabilita-
tion centre a degree of autonomy and the
right to use its own finance. We have to
see that the best professional expertise is
made available. I hove no-one will take
those remarks to mean that we qhould
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encourage empire building. I am suggest-
Ing exactly the opposite because smaller
hospitals would be much better. Hospitals
with 100 beds are becoming too large.

During the past 12 months many people
In this State have expressed concern re-
garding the great incidence of venereal
disease, as we call it in official statistics.
On the 8th August, 1974-and I have only
gone back two years--In answer to a ques-
tion asked in this House we were told that
in 1964 there were 403 notifiable cases of
venereal disease. In 1975 the number was
2 648. Those figures concern me, and con-
cern has been expressed from many quar-
ters in the Country Party, which sought
the information. The Information supplied
in answer to question 19 asked on the
30th October, 1974, indicated that those at
greatest risk were in the 15 to 19-year-old
group, the 20 to 24-year-old group, and the
25 to 29-year-old group. Although In each
case the 15 to 19-year-old group was not
always the largest. In the statistics which
were provided at least they come a very
close second. While the Incidence of the
disease for the whole of Australia in 1973
was 158 per 100 000 of population, in West-
ern Australia the incidence for the same
ratio was 181. That information was sup-
plied to the National Country Party on
request, but that party did not seem to do
anything about the matter following Its
conference.

On the 26th November, 1974. I drew
attention to the position regarding high
schools. I asked the Minister-

Did he hear a news report alleging
that as many as 10 per cent of high
school students will contact venereal
disease this year?

The answer to that question was that it
was not correct because the 10 per cent
referred to the 15 to 24 age group. Appar-
ently some of those persons did not count
because they were not teenagers. The fact
was that a large number of children ac-
tually attending school were to catch
venereal disease.

I was told that one officer was appointed
to deal with this Mr Colm O'DoOherty, and
that three new persons would start on the
20th March, 197B. I then asked whether
the positions had been filled and I was
told they had not been filled because the
officers were not available.

I asked a further question-I think it
was on the 24th April, 1975-
and I was told that the situation
was getting better and that it was hoped
appointments would be made. In August,
1975, three additional education officers
were appointed and they were funded
mainly by the Australian Government.

The member for Morley (Mr A. R. Ton-
kin) asked for details of veneral disease
in schools and some rather alarming
figures were quoted on the 20th March,
1975. Those details I picked up from
Hansward and they show that concern has

been expressed at the rapid increase of VlD
infection, particularly among teenagers
and school children. That concern has
been expressed in other articles, and re-
ferred to in The West Australian of the
24th April, last year.

The statistics supplied by the Medical
Department give reason for concern. The
total number of cases of venereal disease
in Western Australia last year-the figures
were supplied by the Commissioner for
Public Health Services (Dr McNulty)-
was 2 648. In the month of January, 1976,
the number was 244. That figure seems to
be average and Is alarming. For
the first time statistics were kept for
the below-iS-year age group. The age
group had been only as low as 15 previ-
ously. The 1975 statistics covered those
who were less than 15 years of age and
altogether there were nine cases of ven-
ereal disease reported In the less than 14-
year-age male group. Only one case among
the males was congenital syphilis, Among
the females under 14, 31 cases were re-
ported and of those only one was con-
genital syphilis also. There were 14 cases of
ganorrheoa. 18 of primary syphilis and
eight of secondary syphilis amongst the
31. Each case gives rise for concern, but
what concerns rme more particularly Is that
at least one in the 15 to 19-year-old male
group had tertiary syphilis. To have
reached that advanced stage that person
must have contacted the syphilis at a very
young age.

Mr Grewar: He must have been very
precocious.

Mr DAVIES: Of the total of 1 698 males
who had some venereal disease during that
year. 15 were reported as having tertiary
syphilis.

That is serious. We see that 293 males
had Primary syphilis, 50 bad secondary
syphilis, and 15 had tertiary syphilis.
Whilst the bulk of that tertiary syphilis
was confined to the 35-plus age group, it
is still enouigh to give concern to me and
I am sure to the Government.

Amongst the females, there were 173
cases of primary syphilis--mostly in the
under 24-age group-US3 cases of second-
ary syphilis, and 11 cases of tertiary
syphilis. of these only one case was con-
genital syphilis.

It appears to me, as I have said many
times before, that there is a great need
to educate the public about the danger of
syphilis. We must get to the groups which
apparently are very much at risk. Just
how this is to be accomplished, or how
the problem is to be approached, is a mat-
ter of individual taste. In the main the
Health Education Council was given a
charter to educate the people-to go
out to let the people know the dangers of
syphilis and what they can do about it.
The council can spread the word also in
regard to treatment. Whilst my party was
in Government, we set up the first venereal
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disease clinic, associated with the Royal
Perth Hospital. I am pleased to say this
clinic has been expanded, and its officers
visit country towns. The Government has
appointed a co-ordinating subcommittee
to control venereal disease in Western Aus-
tralia. I do not know how that sub-
committee will control the disease unless
it can treat it and educate the people.
These are really the only two levels at
which the problem can be attacked.

There are the formal avenues of educa-
tion; that is, the classroom and theoretical
discussions. Some may choose the horrific
type of education which many of us ex-
perienced in the services. We were shown
rather lurid films of what could happen
to various parts of the human body if we
were foolish enough to contact venereal
disease and not seek treatment. I do not
think such a system has any real value In
the overall scheme of education.

Amongst the acceptable forms of educa-
tion there are films, talks, slides, books.
and of course, comics. The use of comics
to educate People is well known to us.
Probably most of us remember how we
first became conscious of BO back in the
1930s and 1910s when the manufacturers
of Lifebuoy soap ran a series of cartoons.
Then we were led to believe that we suf -
fered from night starvation if we did not
drink Horlicks. We were also told how to
build the body beautiful-

Mr Grewar: By eating beef!

Mr DAVIES: -by taking Mr Atlas'
course. In comic strip form we read how
to overcome halitosis by the use of a
certain toothpaste. The Minister for Trans-
port probably read the comics as I did in
those days. In the Daily News of the 3rd
February, we saw the following report-

Comics are riding high in popularity
in Britain-and youth workers want
to use them to tackle teenage Prob-
lems.

They have applied to the Health
Education Council for $8000 to pro-
duce a comic dealing with teenage
drinking.

The application comes after the
success of another educational comic
dealing with sex problems.

The first comic-"flon't Rush Me'"
-has sold 60,000 copies in Britain,
and has been sold in Australia as well.

That Publication was a sell-out. The as-
sociation used the comic strip idea to
educate the public: so it would appear that
there is some value in that system. In the
publication put out by the Family Planning
Association of Victoria we see illustrations
of the diaphragm and the condom as well
as Information about the pill. This pub-
lication is distributed freely by the associa-
tion so that the public are aware of the
dangers.

Mr Bertram: What State is that?

Mr DAVIES: This is Victoria. I do not
think the Chief Secretary of Victoria at
that time was any more liberal in his
views than is the Government of this
State. Indeed. I believe he was rather the
other way inclined. I have illustrated the
methods of education that can be used.

We gave Mr Cohn O'Doherty of the
Health Education Council the charter to
do something about informing the vari-
ous groups of the dangers of venereal
disease. This gentleman drew up a comic
-although not based on his own personal
views. He drew up this comic on the sug-
gestions of his six children aged from 13
to 20 years. His children told him that the
material provided up to date just was not
getting through and they told him how to
present the information. He came up with
a publication about a character by the
name of Clanger Malloy which unfortu-
nately we were not allowed to see. This
publication was given some publicity
through the Press. On the 29th December,
Catherine Martin referred to it and she
told us it had its genesis back in October,
1975, and that the drawings were quite
acceptable-nothing vulgar about them.
Mr O'Doherty's comic was forwarded to
the Government Printer, who did not know
quite what to do about it. He telephoned
the Under-Treasurer who controls the
operations of the Government Printer, and
then the Under-Treasurer spoke to the
Treasurer, who happens to be our Premier.
Apparently our Premier sought some ad-
vice from the Minister for Health and the
Minister for Education because he thought
the comic was going into the schools.
Eventually it was decided that the comic
should not appear-that was on the 29th
December. On the same evening-

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Mr DAVIES: I do not wish to argue. Mr
Speaker, but I thought I commenced at
9.00 p.m.

The SPEAKER: At 9.42 P.M. Your time
will have expired.

Mr DAVIES: In a Press release the
Premier said-

The Premier, Sir Charles Court, said
today that in his opinion the publica-
tion "How Clanger Molloy Caught the
Clap (and gave it to his girl friend)"
was pornographic.

"There are no 'maybes' about this,"
the Premier said.

"Massive distribution of the publi-
cation through the school system
would only condone promiscuity. -.

This comic was not to be distributed
through the school system. Let us see Just
what is in the comic that people do not
like. I have looked at it very closely, and
I cannot find any drawings of sexual
organs. In fact, I can find nothing worse
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than I could see every day on the enter-
tainment pages of The West Australian.
I can see nothing in it that is worse than
something I saw in a film I started to
watch on the television.

Point of Order

Mr SKIDMORE: I believe the member
is quoting from a document which should
be tabled so that members in this House
can be informed of its content.

Mr Thompson: You are going to wreck
his speech.

Sir Charles Court: I would be amazed
if the honourable member wants to do it
that way. I think better of him.

The SPEAKER: Will the member re-
sume his seat. I imagine this is in the
nature of a piece of information that is
required by the member for Swan. 1 would
say that if the member for Victoria Park
wishes to place the document on the Table
of the House for the information of mem-
bers he may do so. However, it will not
be filed in the normal way.

Mr DAVIES: I have no objection to
that course, Sir, because I feel that every
member who wanted to see this comic has
seen it already. It has been more available
than The West Australian.

Debate Resumed
Mr DAVIES: I hope I will be permitted

an extra mninute or two.
The SPEAKER: The honourable mem-

ber has five minutes.
Mr DAVIES: I will quickly read the list

of people who are in favour of this comic.
The list reads as follows-

Australian Labor Party.
Family Planning Association.
Christian Citizenship Committee

(Methodist Presbyterian Churches).
Dr Dadour.
Royal Australian Nursing Federation.
Western Australian Newspapers.
Western Australian Council of

Churches.
Diana Hislop, Sublaco.
Mrs Deeno Royston, Geraldton.
Mr Malcolm McKercher-State Pre-

sident of the Australian Council for
Health and Physical Recreation.

Dean Vernon Cornish.
Dean Cornish had a bob each way-he did
not want to upset the Premier. To con-
tinue-

Father Barry Hickey-Director of the
Catholic Family Welfare Bureau.

Bette Newstead-Perth.
Family Planning Association of New

South Wales.
Dr Fred Clements-Senior Lecturer in

Child Health at the Sydney Uni-
versity, and

The Sunday Inde pendent.

I obtained this list of names from the
Press cuttings on the comic. I went
through the same cuttings to find out
who was against the comic. This list is as
follows-

Sir Charles Court
K. C. Dorsett, Perth
Rev. Ted Noffs-of the Wayside

Chapel, King's Cross
The Rev. Noffs had some reservations
about the matter. The Premier made an
arbitrary decision not to have this comic
published; he did not make use of the
statutory provisions, he never sought ad-
vice from the Health Education Council,
he never used the Indecent Publications
Act, nor applied to the Police Department
to find out whether this comic was porno-
graphic. The Premier made the decision
himself. If I had time I would develop the
theme of the circumstances surrounding
the decision. However. In the time avail-
able I can say that I believe the Premier
made a fool of the officers of the Health
Education Council, and I want to move
an amendment-if I can find It.

Sir Charles Court: Look In the draw of
Mr H. D. Evans.

Mr DAVIES: He has promised never to
do that to me again.

Mr Thompson: You are in real trouble
now You have dropped a clanger.

Amendment to Motion
Mr DAVIES: I move an amendment-

That the following words be added
to the motion-

but note with concern that the
Premier has taken unilateral
action by ignoring the statutory
processes, to ban the publica-
tion and restricted distribution of
a proposed Health Education
Council publication directed at
educating and advising on ven-
ereal disease, at a time when the
spread of that disease has become
a, matter of grave concern in the
community.

As I said before, If I had more time I
would be able to discuss this matter more
fully. I would like to make one final point.
According to a legal opinion, the Premier
has slandered the people who prepared
the comic. The opinion reads-

In my opinion on the facts before
me, a jury should find against Sir
Charles Court on the basis that it
was not necessary to resort to publica-
tion in the Media to exercise the qual-
ified privilege If it were otherwise
available to him and that the com-
ments contained in the statement were
not fair but levelled a serious and un-
lair If not unfounded accusation
against the membership of the Health
Education Council and, probably. its
Executive Officer.
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That Is what the Premier of this State
has done by his narrow and arbitrary
approach: by his attitude of one-man-
bandship he has stifled this harmless pub-
lcation which could have performed a
vital job in reaching the groups at risk
in our community which the Health Ed-
ucation Council has not yet been able to
reach, As a result of not permitting this
publication to be distributed, the Premier
has assisted the spread of venereal divease
in this State which Is Increasing at an all-
time record rate.

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [9.44 p.m.]:
I second the amendment. I would like
to congratulate the member for Victoria
Park on his sincerity and the presentation
of his speech tonight. I was employed
by the Health Education Council as one
of its officers for six years before coming
to Parliament. I feel it would be unjust
and improper if I did not rise tonight to
second this amendment and to discuss the
publication How Clan ger Malfloy got the
clap (and gave it to his girlfriend). it
is not a nice title, it is not a very nice
subject, and it Is not a very nice disease
either. Something must be done some-
where along the line to try to slow down
this ever-increasing epidemic which we
have, not only In Western Australia but
also in every other State. In fact, it has
now reached pandemic proportions. I con-
gratulate the Health Education Council
and its officers on the wonderful work
they have done.

We have tried all the other conventional
methods to control venereal disease, and
they have failed. 'The Premier would
know, as I know, that when we were In
the Army we were shown every film avail-
able, with "shankers", and everything
else that was vulgar and not nice to look
at, but it did not do any good.

Although I give the Premier some
credit for his high ideals, I believe he is
wrong in this Instance. I do not believe
in pornography: in fact, I would burn
every shop peddling pornography in West-
ern Australia if I had my way. Baut this
Is not the point. We are talking about
a harmless, give-away comic which is no
more pornographic than Andy Capp in
the flaily News, and I believe something
should be done to facilitate Its distribu-
tion.

Surely this comic represents only
another method of getting the message
across to people, especially the juveniles
in our community. We hear of 14-year-
old students in high schools with venereal
disease yet even we, as members of Par-
liament, are not allowed to see How
Clanger Molloy Got the Clap; Surely we
cannot sweep this subject under the mat.
Other conventional methods have failed;
let us try something else in an endeavouir
to bring this shocking disease under con-
trol. it Is deplorable to hear people
knocking this comic strip. I know of

the hard work which officers of the
Health Education Council have put into
producing this educational comic strip,
and I believe it should be distributed.

About six years ago-on Thursday, the
14th May. 1970. to be precise-I asked
the following question of the Chief Secre-
tary-

(1) is it a fact that of approximately
95 prisoners in the women's train-
ing centre at "Bandyup" 31 were
found to have syphils and more
than 50 to have gonorrhoea?

(2) Is it a fact that no routine exami-
nation of women prisoners for
venereal disease is carried out by
the Public Health Department?

(3) If d"Yes"f when is this to be in-
stituted?

The then Chief Secretary (Mr Craf~g)
replied as follows--

(1) Of 95 persons detained at 'Bandy-
up" since it was opened on the
13th February, 1970. 15 were found
to have syphilis and 21 to have
had gonorrhoea.

(2) This is not a function of the Pub-
lic Health Department but a
function of the medical officer
attached to 'Bandyup" under the
jurisdiction of the Prisons Depart-
ment. Routine examinations of
women prisoners are carried out
by the medical officer concerned.

(3) Answered by (2).
1 believe this problem still exists at
Bandyup and is Increasing, just as it Is in-
creasing in certain parts of Perth.

I agree wholeheartedly with the amend-
ment moved by the member for Victoria
Park, which states as follows-

But note with concern that the
Premier has taken unilateral action by
ignoring the statutory processds, to
ban the publication and restricted dis-
tribution of a proposed Health Educa-
tion Council publication directed at
educating-

This is the main point of course; we must
educate the youngsters, the public the
mothers and fathers-in fact, everyone In
the community. I believe officers from the
Health Education Council have been going
around visiting high schools trying to get
their message across and they have dis-
covered that VD is becoming more pre-
valent at high schools. Shocking as it may
seem, this is a fact of life and we must
face up to it and do something about it.
The amendment concludes-

-and advising on venereal disease, at
a time when the spread of that disease
has become a matter of grave concern
in the community.

I would not restrict its publication; I
would let every person see it in the hope
that it would do some good, somewhere
down the line.
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I heard the Premier say the other night
that if the millions of dollars spent on the
Road Traffic Authority resulted in the sav-
ing of only one life, It would be worth it.
I contend that if we prevent 100 people
from contracting venereal disease by the
Publication of this comic strip, it would
be worth the few dollars involved.

As the amendment states. the spread of
VD is a matter of grave concern and one
which we as responsible members of Par-
liament must face up to and attempt to
correct. It is all very well for people with
high ideals to say that this publication
should be banned; but they are not facing
up to the facts of the situation.

The onslaught of this disease has
reached epidemic proportions In Western
Australia. and is getting worse and worse.
If this little document can do something
to prevent its further spread, let us Publish
it and distribute It where it will do the
most good.

As the Premier is so uptight about not
letting members of Parliament see this
comic, I should like to table my own COPY
of How Clan ger Molloyl Got the Clap. on
the front page it says, "HelP. it hurts!" It
certainly hurts to think that we have such
a problem in our State and we have people
with supposedly high ideals who are not
prepared to do something about it. Let us
not attempt to sweep this problem under
the carpet, or bury our heads in the sand
like ostriches. We must do something about
it. Conventional methods have failed, so
let us try this new method. Mr Speaker.
I ask that my copy of this comic be tabled.

The SPEAKER: Order! The paper will
not be tabled, but may be available for the
information of members.

Mr BATEMAN: I support the amend-
ment moved by the member for Victoria
Park.

MR CARR (Geraldton) [9.52 p.m.]: I
would like to support the amendment
moved by the member for Victoria Park.
I am a little surprised and disappointed
that someone from the Government side
did not rise to his feet to attempt to de-
fend the decision the Premier has taken.
In fact. I thought the Premier would rise
to defend his decision, but It appears that
perhaps he Is conceding his decision Is
Indefensible.

I would like at the outset of my remarks
to compliment the Health Education Coun-
cil on what I believe Is a very constructive
role it has played over a number of years
In an attempt to make the community
more aware of the problems In the field of
health. I believe the council has made a
very valuable effort, It has also made a
valuable effort in an attempt to educate
members of Parliament regarding various
health problems. We each regularly receive
Publications from the council dealing with

drugs, alcoholism, venereal disease, and
various other health Problems which con-
front the community.

I might say that the problem of ven-
ereal disease Is an extremely serious one.
One such Information sheet which was
forwarded to us by the Health Education
Council supports this. It is an article by
Sarah Whyte entitled "VD-the new dan-
ger" and was published in the Nursing
Mirror of the 28th August, 1975. The ax-
tract is from page 41. The article proceeds
at some length to outline how Sarah
Whyte spends a great deal of time work-
Ing with young men, many of whom are
confronted with various curiosities about
sex and venereal disease. She points out
that there is great ignorance amongst
young people with whom she works, and
that many of their Ideas concerning VD
are wrong.

For example, she deals In particular
with the thought that many young people
have the idea that by dosing themselves
with antibiotics before and after sex they
will have added protection against ven-
ereal disease, without realising the long-
term effects this has of developing organ-
isms resistant to antibiotics. The article
concludes In this manner-

However, In the matter of venereal
diseases, so much Is at stake. Obvious-
ly the public need much more educa-
tion, not only about the diseases but
also about the antibiotics themselves
and the dangers of their misuse. Un-
fortunately, despite all that Is broad-
cast on television, radio, and In the
Press, those People most at risk do
not get the message.

Young adults, or at least a good
many of them, do not watch the
documentaries, do not read the
articles, and listen with only "half an
ear" at school lectures. They are very
much impressed by the behaviour of
their Peers (particularly in sport), by
show-business personalities and above
all, by pop stars.

Cartoons and comic strips are read
avidly. Maybe we could use some of
these In order to get the message
across.

I suggest perhaps this is where the Health
Education Council got the Idea. The article
continues-

There may be even better ways. One
thing is for sure-we cannot just sit
back and do nothing. As I see it, the
"writing is on the wall", the "balk is
In our court". We miss it at our peril.

That is, the community misses It at its
peril; we are all responsible for taking
action in this regard.

Further evidence Of the seriousness of
the problem was detailed In figures quoted
in the Weekend News of the 20th March
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1976. 1 quote a couple of extracts under
the heading "More under 14 'hit by VDO'".
The article states--

Figures for 1975, just released, show
that 1.51 per cent of all notified VD
cases during the year were for child-
ren aged 14 and Under.

The actual number of children un-
der 14 with VD) was 40, which includ-
ed nine boys and 31 girls.

It goes on to say-
The statistics also show that WA

now has the highest VD Incidence In
Australia, with the exception of the
Northern Territory.

Dr Gollow said WA continued to
show a 20 per tent annual Increase In
the number of notified VD cases.

The figure was 2648 for 1975, com-
pared with 710 for 1966.

I make the point that that increase is in
notified cases, and obviously there are fac-
tors other than the actual incidence of
the disease which relate to that as well.

it has been suggested that young people
leaving school should be able to read, When
I wrote to the Premier requesting a copy
of the "Clanger Molloy" comic his answer
suggested that1 as a former schoolteacher,
1 should not be associated with any move
that implied that some young people leav-
ing school do not have the ability to read
and to learn about VD) very clearly from
traditional literature. I would dearly like
to think that Is the case, but unfortun-
ately it is not. I know, and all school-
teachers and ex-schoolteachers and most
other people know, that many young
people do leave school with less ability
than that which is needed to gain this in-
formation from traditional channels.

I would quote also an American survey
conducted recently which further bears out
my point. Perhaps being an American sur-
vey it is not directly relevant to Australia,
but I am sure there would be some fairly
comparable circumstances. The following
appeared in an article in The West Aus-
tralian on the 26th Janukary-

NEW YORK, Sun: A national sur-
vey has found that one in five Ameri-
can adults is practically Illiterate and
unable to cope with life's basic de-
mands.

It went on to say-
Dr Northeutt said that the survey

showed an alarming increase in the
illiteracy rate, with most illiterates
aged between 18 and 29.

I repeat: That may not be directly rele-
vant to Australia, but I1 am sure there is
some comparable basis.

I hope I have established the motivation
behind the decision of the Health Educa-
tion Council to promote this comic. It was
an attempt to do something constructive
to combat a serious Problem and to break

through the communication barrier which
separates many young people today from
the authorities in the community.

I turn now to the question of how effec-
tive this comic would have been. I suggest
the comic has three main attributes which
warrant its being given an opportunity.
First of all, it indicates what are the basic
symptoms of venereal disease. I do not
believe that after reading this anyone
would be unaware of the basic symptoms;
and, having that much information, a
person would know he had to seek help
from somewhere.

The second basic attribute of this comic
is that it indicates that the disease is
very easily transmitted. The third basic
attribute is that it explains where and how
people can get treatment. If people have
the basic symptoms, what do they do? The
comic indicates in very simple and clear
terms where they can get treatment. I
challenge anyone after reading this comic
to deny that it does those three con-
structive things.

What are the criticisms of it? Only one
criticism has been levelled, which is that
it is pornographic. I ask the Premier:
What is pornographic about this comic?
I challenge him to indicate in a few
moments the parts of this magazine which
he considers to be pornographic and un-
suitable to be seen by the people of this
State. Is it the four-letter words that are
contained in it? It certainly contains no
four-letter words which one would not
hear in normal mixed company. IS it per-
haps the page that deals with a little
permissiveness and shows how the chain
of infection proceeded? Is It the page
which shows how Clanger got the disease
and which says -

It was from the chick he met at
the party. But where did she get it?
She got it from a friend at work. He
got it from his wife. She got it from
her boyfriend.

is that what the Premier considers to be
pornographic? It can be conceded that
that may be permissive but I would cer-
tainly argue that it is not pornographic.
Even if one objected to the permissive
nature of it, let us see how the comic ends.
The end of the Comic is quite the contrary
to being permissive: it is almost moralistic.
The girl asks the doctor-

How can I stop catching it, dot?
The doctor says-

Stick with one boyfriend and so
long as he doesn't have sex with other
People, boys or girls, then you'll both
be free from Vt). if that arrangement
breaks down for any reason, then come
and see us or see your local doctor for
a checkup! People need to take care
of themselves.

I refer members also to the very last frame
of the comic in which Clanger says-

From now on-I'm going to stick
with you Shlrl.
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Shinl says-
And I'll stick with You Clanger.

Maybe it's square-but it's safer!
The argument cannot be sustained that
the comic is Permissive when it has a
moralistic ending such as that. Perhaps
the Premier thinks the pornographic or
immoral Part of the comic is the inac-
curacy of the title. As Senator Walsh
correctly pointed out in a letter to the
editor, the title is inaccurate or perhaps
misleading. The title is-

How Clanger Molloy got the clap
and gave it to his girlfriend!

In fact he did not give it to his girlfriend.
Perhaps the Premier is objecting to that
as being contrary to his morals to have a
misleading statement on the cover of the
comic.

My opinion is that the comic is quite
tame and that nothing in it could be de-
scribed as pornographic. I challenge any-
one to point to the parts which he be-
lieves to be pornographic. My overall
comment on the comic is that I believe
it is quite a good and constructive attempt
to deal with the problem. I believe It is
likely to appeal to young people. Young
people are likely to read it and to benefit
from it. I think there is a fair chance it
could have an effect if it were distributed.
It certainly would not solve the problem
overnight but I believe it has a construc-
tive part to play in solving the problem.
I do not rave about it as being manna
from heaven or the ideal solution, but I
believe it has a constructive Part to play
towards the solving of this problem.

I wish to turn now to the last and, I
think, the worst aspect of the whole situa-
tion, which is the Premier's arrogance and
Paternalism in setting himself up as the
sole censor for the people of Western
Australia. He did not even refer this comic
to the Indecent Publications Board for the
opinion of the members of the board as
to whether they thought it was porno-
graphic. The Premier set himself up above
that and said that he knows more about
morals than anybody else and will decide
the morals for the whole of the State.

I wrote to the Premier and asked for a
copy of this publication because I believe
I am old enough to form my own opinion
on this sort of thing. I believe members of
Parliament should have a right to some
degree of participation in the decision-
making processes of this State. That seems
to be contrary to the dictatorship under
this Premier. I shall quote from the last
paragraph of the Premier's reply to me.
I think members will notice a very pater-
nalistic line. The Premier said-

The Government has responsibili-
ties in these matters and I would hope
the Parliament would acknowledge this
and accept that a Government would
not restrict the distribution of a pub-
lication like the one in question with-
out good reason.

The Premier is saying, "I have seen it. I
think there is good reason nobody else
should see it." Quite frankly, I do not see
any good reason that it should not have
been made available. In effect the Premier
has asked us to trust his judgment. Quite
frankly, I do not trust his judgment on
a number of policy issues or in a number
of aspects of his premiership. I certainly
do not trust his judgment on this Isse.
I believe he is quite wrong. I believe that
we. as responsible members of Parliament,
have a right to see this comic and have
a right to make our own judgments.

I believe the people of Western Australia
have a right to be given the benefit of this
Publication within the restricted distribu-
tion that was always intended. I repeat
that it was never intended for this publi-
cation to be distributed to all schools. .It
was intended to be directed as much as
Possible at the prime target areas where
VDl is a most serious Problem. I repeat
that the Premier has set himself up as a
one-man censor for the whole community,
and his action is autocratic and undemo-
cratic. I believe the Premier has made an
autocratic judgment in describing this
comic as pornographic. I think it is a much
more serious problem that he will not even
trust the Indecent Publications Board or
the Parliament. He has set himself up
above that which is much worse than the
fact that his judgment with regard to the
comic was wrong. He would not make it
available even to members of the Parlia-
ment.

Mr Speaker, I should like to query a
Point of order with you. On the 7th April
the member for Victoria Park asked the
Premier-

Would he arrange to have tabled a
copy of the Health Education Depart-
ment's "Clanger Molloy" comic for the
information of members?

The answer to that question was--

No. A tabled copy is not for the in-
formation of members only. It becomes
a public document.

Earlier the member for Victoria Park
tabled the document. Mr Speaker, you
mentioned at the time that it was not for
public distribution. My point of order Is
that because it has been tabled It should
be a public document. Am I not right In
that point of order?

The SPEAKER: The member is wrong.
Under the traditional rifles of this House
a document Placed on the Table in such
a manner may be available for the infor-
mation of members but may not be used
for public inspection in the same way as
normal papers. So the member is quite
wrong. I am following tradition and prac-
tice.

Mr CARR: Thank You, Mr Speaker. I
accept Your ruling.
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Mr CARR: This publication has been
widely distributed already. It has been
photocopied throughout the metropolitan
area and a lot of people who are interested
in seeing it have already seen it. in view of
that, I conclude MY remarks by appealing
to the Premier to reconsider his decision
to allow this publication to be made avail-
able to the People of the State so that it
may do the job for which it was created.

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) Cl0.08 p.m.]: I am not surprised
that the Opposition sought to move this
motion even though it is an ill-considered
one. I Wish to say quite frankly that
had this publication been printed by the
Government Printer when he was requested
by the Health Education Council to do
so and had it been circulated, as was ob-
viously Intended at that time, on a wide
distribution throughout the schools bear-ing Whe print of the Government Prin-
ter-

Mr Carr: It was never going to be dis-
tributed widely trough the schools.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Here is the
member for Geraldton coming in and
taking the bait, hook, line, and sinker. How
does he know? I would back the judgment
of the Government Printer first, because
he knew what was the request he had re-
ceived. When he saw the publication he
very wisely said that was not the sort of
Publication on which he wanted to see the
name of the Government Printer. He
brought the matter to the attention of the
Under-Treasurer, through the normal
channels, and naturally the Under-Mreas-
urer referred it to me.

Had the Government Printer let the
Publication be Printed, particularly as it
had not been through the Minister con-
cerned, members opposite, including those
who have spoken to the amendment,
would have risen to condemn the Govern-
ment for allowing such a publication to
get into the schools.

Several members interjected.
Sir CHARLES COURT: Members op-

posite have resorted to all sorts of sub-
terfuges in the hope that they can pro-
vide an excuse to the newspapers to pub-
lish this document on the grounds that
it was tabled in Parliament and thus be-
came a Public document. That :is the
only reason for Whebr action.

I want to recite the events leading up
to the final decision that this would not
be printed at the time. I emphasise the
words, "at the time". Furthermore, the
decision was that this would not be
distributed in the way that was intended
at the time.

I ask members opposite to put them-
selves in the Position of the employees in
the Government Printing Office, and to
consider their reaction if the publication
had borne the Imprint of the Government

Printer. Surely the feelings of those people
have to be considered. When the matter
was represented to me I made inquiries
to ascertain whether the Minister had
approved the printing of the publication.
I found he had not. Surely it was my
duty and my responsibility to take a look
at the matter.

If I were an employee in the Govern-
ment Printing Office I would not like that
document to be bandied around every
school and every home, bearing the im-
Print of the Government Printer. This
publication did not have to go through the
normal legislation dealing with indecent
publications, because it was intended to be
a Government publication. That aspect
does not seem to have dawned on members
opposite. This was not a publication pro-
duced by Gordon and Gotch or another
private firm to be placed on the market
as a magazine or a publication; this was a
document which was to be paid for
with Government money and to bear
the Imprint of the Government Printer.
The Government Printer took one look at
the publication. If we were honest and we
also took a look at it we would undoubtedly
say as he would say, "We do not want our
name to appear on it."

The member for Oeraldton worried the
daylights out of me when he told us this
document was of no particular concern. He
regarded it as moralistic reading; and this
same member used to have children under
his charge!

Mr Jamieson: As a teacher he used to
take away comics which were far worse
than this one.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I want to re-
mind members apposite of the situation.
The amendment talks about the Premier
making a decision unilaterally. I did not,
because I took the precaution of Placing
this publication before Cabinet to enable
the Ministers to look at it, without any
comment from me.

Mr Davies: What date was that?

Sir CHARLES COURT: When the Min-
isters took one look at it I did not have
to ask for their opinions. I want to remind
the House that this decision was not taken
by me unilaterally. The only decision that
was taken by me on the spot was that there
would be no printing of the document at
that time, until the matter had received
further consideration.

Mr Davies: On what date did You take
the matter to Cabinet?

Sir CHARLES COURT: Members op-
posite do not know as much about this
matter as they seem to think.

Mr Davies: I bet the date was after the
30th.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will not make
a guess.
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Mr Davies: What was the date when you
made the decision. I am sure the Ministers
could not do anything else but support
you.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I will be glad to
tell the honourable member after I have
had a look at the Cabinet diary. The re-
action of the Ministers was the same as
mine. The member for Canning has hit the
nail on the head. He is an old soldier, like
many other members in this Chamber. He
knows what went on in the services, and
he is aware of the horrific lectures that
were given and the films that were shown.
He summed up the position very well when
he said all that did not have any effect on
the servicemen at all. He said each one
shook his shoulders and said, "It does not
apply to me."

In respect of traffic and accident pre-
vention, at one stage it was thought we
would get some response if we had people
lying on the streets simulating traffic ac-
cidents, with smashed cars. That might
have had an effect for five minutes, but
most People said, "That is not me."

Those of us who served in the last war
and have dealt with people from all walks
of life will know there is no simple solu-
tion. The disease in question is a very dis-
turbing one, and it goes back to before re-
corded history. Nobody has found a way to
deal adequately with the human beings
affected, and to induce them to take the
necessary precautions and the necessary
steps for treatment.

The incidence of venereal disease has
been with us for a, long time. Today the
incidence might appear to be higher, but
that Is because there is more accurate and
better reporting. I know It is the Minister's
objective, together with the Health Edu-
cation Council and his department, to
encourage doctors to ensure that more
people are informed, that cases are re-
ported. and that thcse affected present
themselves for treatment. I believe this is
the key to the whole problem.

What the members of the Opposition
and people who are keen and enthusiastic
about this publication are saying is that
the modern generation are so badly edu-
cated that they can only understand
comics. When I was told that the idea of
having this as a general distribution in
the schools had been abandoned, I found
that what was really wanted to be done
was to send It to institutions like WAIT
and the university.

I asked why the students in those in-
stitutions would want to look at this pub-
lication. I was told that this was a
comic, and that the greatest readers of
comics were to be found in the age group
between 18 and 25 years. I did not be-
lieve that at the time, but one of my col-
leagues who is better informed than I told
me that the greatest sale of comics is to
people of that age group.

fRs)

Mr Skidmore: You are disturbed be-
cause you think it is a comic that Will
be made available for distribution to the
people.

Sir CHARLES COURT: I know that the
Health Education Council will have to re-
sort to all types of methods to combat
not only this disease but many other
diseases also. It will have to resort to
all sorts of propaganda and all sorts of
devices to try to encourage people who
are affected to submit themselves for ex-
amination and obtain treatment. This ap-
Plies not only to venereal diseases. I1
would be the last to stand in the way of
this education programme being applied to
the community.

Mr Skidmore: The clinics are very frus-
trated over this issue.

Sir CHARLES COURT: They should
have approached the Minister in the first
place and said, "We believe that we have
to Proceed on a new tack. This might
not be the best way, but it might have
some shock and sensation value.", Some-
thing could have been worked out to bring
about a controlled distribution of the Pub-
lication.

I say categorically that when the mat-
ter was first placed on my desk there was
no question about distribution. The Gov-
ernment Printer was asked to Print the
quantity destined for general distribution.
If members opposite want this to be dis-
tributed to the schools let them say so.

Mr Davies: We do not. Why do You
say. "obviously destined?"

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Victoria Park-

Several members interjected.
Mr Davies: The Premier has that keen

sense of perception. He knows where he

The SPEAKER: Order I
Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for

Victoria Park assumes he knows all be-
cause he has been told a bit of second-
hand information. The simple fact is that
I was the one who had to make the deci-
sion about the printing of this document at
the time and I had no hesitation In saying,
"No, not until we can have a look at this
one", because I did not want the Govern-
ment Printer's name to be on that docu-
ment circulating everywhere. I knew very
well that members Opposite would be the
first ones to stand up and wave the docu-
ment in their hands and say, "Look what
my little girl got", "Look what Johnnie
got", "Look what the teacher gave MY
child at the Churchiands; High School", or
"When are you going to do something
about teachers who teach my children bad
habits and naughty things?" Almost I
could have made their speeches and
framed the resolution. I had no hesita-
tion at all in holding up the printing of
the Publication until it was considered
further.
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I have dealt with the question of uni-
lateral action and I now wish to deal with
the complaint that we ignored statutory
processes.

Mr Skidmaore'. You need to--
Sir CHARLES COURT: If the member

for Swan, who is always complaining
about People interrupting him and using
up his time will Just take a breath I will
tell him something,

Mr Barnett: Which area is porno-
graphic?

Sir CHARLES COURT: The member for
Swan must have learnt how to play the
bagpipes because to do so one must learn
to blow and suck and keep the sound
going the whole time without anyone else
getting a chance to get a word in.

The amendment refers to statutory pro-
cesses being ignored. This was not a
document for a public bookstall in the
ordinary way coming from a publisher.

Mr Davies: It did not have to be under
the Act: read the Act.

Sir CHARLES COURT: Therefore it did
not have to go anywhere concerned with
the indecent publications legislation.

In framing the amendment members op-
posite seized on restricted distribution. No
representations were made to the Govern-
ment on the basis that the distribution
Would be restricted, Anyone who says any-
thing to the contrary should tell rue per-
sonally, although I bet he would not be
game to do so. Admittedly, later on it was
stated it was not intended that the pub-
lication should be distributed high, wide
and handsome. Subsequently it was stated
that the basis of distribution was designed
to get the publication to people who I
admit I never questioned for one moment
might benefit from it. Unfortunately, we
have in the community a section which
does have to be educated, spoken to, en-
couraged, cajoled, and even threatened by
certain types of education which we hope
would not apply to the community at large
regardless of age.

On this Question, the Government, like
its predecessor, has not been Idle. It be-
lieves that the number of cases of VD being
reported today Is the result of a better
system and of a greater awareness of the
dangers of the disease. Once we have some
knowledge of the Individual cases then of
course we can hopefully take some action
to educate people concerning preventive
measures. We are able to face up to the
problem of the people who have the dis-
ease and who therefore have to be treated.

In conjunction with the Health Educa-
tion Council the Minister is in the process
of trying to establish-

Mr Davies: The Minister has been very
reasonable on this matter all along.

Sir CHARLES COURT :-a fairly sophis-
ticated approach to this subject through
a theatrette with a number of cells in it, In

order that people might know what they
will see when they enter so they will not
be able to claim they were shocked by
what they saw. This will be part of the
education programme, but on a very con-
trolled basis. I have no doubt that within
this particular theatrette there will be
publications like "C langer Molloy" of one
sort or another, maybe with slides, but
under a very well-controlled system so
that there will not be a broad general dis-
tribution of the publication.

Not many parents in the community
would give members opposite or me any
thanks if this publication were available
in every high school, every village, and
every shop where it was reqtuested. I do not
know whether members opposite are trying
to make it a best seller, but they are doing
their best, and I congratulate them on
their efforts in this regard.

As I said, the Health Education Council,
in consultation with the Minister, Is work-
ing on various ways by which improve-
ments can be made In the educational pro-
gramme, particularly on the preventive
side while at the same time encouraging
the reporting and treatment of cases so
that we might get on top of a very serious
problem.

The statistics alarm me just as they
alarm everyone in the community who has
any decency at all. However, VD happens
to be one of the facts of life today with
the permissiveness we have in the com-
munity, We all have a responsibility to do
something about it. Seeing "Clanger Mol1-
loy" will not of itself resolve anything.

Mr Barnett: It will not do any harm.
Sir CHARLES COURT: It must be a

total programme properly conducted and
directed at the people for whom different
types of education and different types of
reporting and counselling will be the most
effective. There Is no simple cure. The way
members opposite speak, anyone would
think that if we published '-Canger Mol-
loy' we would solve the problem.

Mr Davies: Rubbish!
Sir CHARLES COURT: We certainly

would not. In fact we would make no im-
pact on it at all.

Mr Jamieson: The main complaint is
that you are putting your head in the sand
on these matters.

Mr Clarko: Are you going to write your
amendments In comic form In future?

Mr Barnett: We should do: It would suit
you.

The SPEAKER: Order!
Sir CHARLES COURT: If as the mem-

ber for Geraldton represented tonight, we
must educate everyone in future with
comic strips-

Mr Carr: That is not what I said at all.
Sir CHARLES COURT: -then the Lib-

eral Party, the Country Party, and the
Labor Party will have very interesting and
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colourful policy speeches in comic form.
They will look magnificent. Everyone will
read them and laugh all the Way to the
ballot box. How silly can we get!

Mr Davies: You are making a mockery
of this to cover up your own attitude.

Sir CHARLES COURT: The Minister
for Health is a realistic and good Minister
and he understands the problems of the
council. I believe that had it conferred
with him in the first place about a very
sensitive move it intended to make-and
the council knew it was a sensitive move
-something could have been worked out
so that a sensible, controlled distribution
could have been arranged. Certainly there
would have been no interference from me,
but I understand that between the Minis-
ter and the council they are now doing
just that and I am prepared to leave it to
them. I hope the House rejects the amend-
ment without any further ado.

MR H. D. EVANS (Warren) [10.28
P.m.];- I am afraid the Premier has not
touched on the main issue although he
has drawn some fairly essential points.
Like the member for Canning I share the
concern or other members of this House
about the degree to which this problem
has become manifest in recent years.

To answer one aspect of the Premier's
rejection-and this refers to the comic
strip style-I can recall some service days
too and in the Air Force we saw those
films. W.hether they had any effect on the
individuals who saw them I do not know,
but probably they did not.

At the same time the RAP produced a
magazine called 'TM4" which represented
the initials of "Training Magazine", and
it was in comic form caricatures. It prob-
ably got the message through to trainees
far more significantly than any learned
dissertation or haranguing by instructors
could ever hope to achieve. it dealt with
the serious aspects of safety, particularly
gun safety and flying, and gave them a
certain levity. it certainly attracted the
attention of the trainees and I am sure
it had a far more salutary effect than the
horrific film type of approach which has
been suggested by the member for Can-
ning and endorsed by me. But let me leave
that aspect.

The Premier stated that had this publi-
cation been printed by the Government
Printer and circulated, the Government
would have been castigated.

Sir Charles Court: I'll say it would have
been.

Mr H. D). EVANS: Yes; but the essential
point is the distribution list which was
intended about the 3rd December.

Mr O Nell: Who told you what the
distribution was?

Mr H. D). EVANS: The distribution list
was as follows-

Community Health Service field
workers, particularly nurses in
close contact with at-risk groups
such as Aborigines, Itinerant
workers (particularly young men
in mining areas) and community
groups.

The VI) Control Unit of Public Health
Department.

General practitioners, on request to
the council.

Student groups at tertiary institu-
tions, including technical schools,
on request to the council.

In the council's mobile VD) exhibi-
tion unit, now prepared, In situa-
tions with predominantly adult
audiences.

Health education offices working with
community groups.

By mail, on request, to individ uals.
That was long before the 30th when the
decision was taken by the Premier and 1
refer to his suggested approach being con-
sidered by the subcommittee of the Educa-
tion Health Council. Incidentally, the
council comprises 11 individuals, 10 being
doctors and one a layman with additional
expertise beyond the medical profession.
If their approach was to be in a theatrette
where around the walls there would be a
number of Publications desiring to have
the effect intended in the comic, the only
question I ask is how does one get the
individuals who are most in need of this
type of training and awareness into the
theatrette? Is it not better to have some
method of getting to the group of persons
I have quoted and have some palat-
able information distributed by some
method which will attract their atten-
tion? However it may appear to us, hav-
ing regard to the fact that as a group we
are used to reading and doing our own
research, this Is not intended for us. One
has to sugarcoat the pill, as it were, to
get their interest before they will absorb
the information.

The training magazine to which I have
referred was devised by the RAF and
those who produced it were experts in
this field. There is an analogy here, and
a fairly important one. The intention of
the comic is most laudible. The following
probably gives the best indication of the
purpose for which the comic was drawn
up initially. It is-

Drawn in an endearing style of the
Archy comics, Clanger Molloy makes
three main points.

* Venereal disease Is easily con-
tracted and easily spread through the
community.

* It can be successfully treated.
" Individual citizens should protect

themselves against VD).
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That is the message the comic is trying
to get through and no-one in this Chamber
can gainsay the fact that it is more es-
sential than ever It has been to get the
message where it is rncst needed.

The West Australian, on Wednesday,
the 31st December, 1975, devoted an edi-torial to this matter under the headline,
"Clanger". The editorial was critical of the
decision and the attitude adopted by the
Premier, With your indulgence. Mr
Speaker1 I will quote a. few lines from the
editorial as follows--

The point Sir Charles seems to have
missed is that the HEC sought to in-
troduce two thoughts to the most VD-
prone group in its own language.

one, probably the most important,
Is that you can catch VID from any-
body. Promiscuity is therefore not a
good idea.

The other thought the comic intro-
duces. having illustrated the symptoms
of VID, is that It Is easy to get treat-
ment on a confidential basis--identity
is not revealed, even to parents--at 69
Moore Street.

Sir Charles should reconsider, People
are going to keep on catching the dis-
ease and the only way to check it is
to let them know what the risks are
and what are the avenues for treat-
ment.

The HEC should be commended for
trying.

That brings us back to the contention by
the Premier .that something is being done
at the moment. However, what is being
done is occurring behind closed doors and
the committee is still looking for ways to
tackle the problem.

Perhaps the problem should be tackled
through the efforts and initiative of the
layman member of the subcommittee.
He is most qualified in this area. Per-
haps the contents of the comic are not
the final and finished product for the pur-
pose intended, and perhaps nobody has
yet got around to reviewing it and re-
drafting it. The method of approach at
least received the approbation of the
editorial in The West Australian and per-
haps the principle merits persevering with.
That has not been done and it is on this
matter that the Premier has missed the
whole point. I am not saying that the
efforts which are being looked at at the
present time are being depreciated in any
way. They may have inherent good in
them for their own value but surely this
comic, as such, in view of the fact that
it was for limited distribution and not
as the Premier would try to have us be-
lieve, for universal distribution-

Sir Charles Court: who has told You
that.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I1 am telling the Pre-
mier.

Sir Charles Court;. I am asking who
told you.

Mr Davies: All that information can
be gathered in the department.

Mr H. D. EVANS: The view was put
forward before the 3 0th.

Sir Charles Court: No representations
were made to the Minister or to me at
all. It had to come through the Gov-
ernment Printer.

Mr Davies: Why not ask the Minister
for Health?

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for
Warren.

Mr H. D. EVANS: I was on the point
of concluding but I think the attitude
taken by the Premier is myopic. It does
not examine the full range of opportun-
ities which are available to do something
about a major problem in our society.

MR SKIDMORE (Swan) [10.38 p.mn.):
It was not my intention to speak on this
issue but I have been taken to task by
the Premier because he mentioned that
members, collectively, on this side of the
House had treated the question of Clanger
Malloy as a joke and that we simply
wanted a publication of the comic.

That is a reflection on myself and
I want to make it clear that because
of the narrow-mindedness of the Prarnier
and the head-in-the-sand attitude he
adopts I think he is acting contranjy to
the best interests of the public at large.
and he Is certainly adding to the frustra-
tion of the people working in the VD) clinic
at Moore Street.

I would like to quote from a report on
training project No. 31, included in a pub-
lication Modern Trends in the Treatment
of Sex Offenders which was presented on
the 27th November, 1975, by Dr Georg
Sttirup, a world famous criminologist who
was previously the Director of the Institu-
tion for Psychopathic criminals at Her-
stedvester, Denmark. This report is of a
paper presented in Australia, and I want
to point out to the Premier, and to others
who are not enlightened, the following
comment-

Dr Stiirup seemed to make it
abundantly clear that laws concern-
ing pornography, contraception and
sex education in a culture are what
lead to a diminution of offences
against the opposite sex. He had a
lot of ver valuable things to say
about the treatment of sex offenders
and about the broader social issues
of sex education, pornography, abor-
tion and rape.

Dr Stilrup took pains to describe
intellectual and sociological climates
regarding sex in his home country. in
Spite Of almost no proscription of the
publication and free availability of
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Pornographic literature, of sex educa-
tion being a compulsory part of the
curricula of all schools, of free abor-
tion on demand for any woman less
than 12 weeks pregnant, of the de-
criminalisation of homosexual acts be-
tween consenting adults, of the un-
hibited use of 'taboo' words in the
daily press and of what would be re-
garded as pornographic pictures in our
culture, he claimed that there was no
evidence in his country of greater
sexual promiscuity; that there has
been for 130 years a gradual elimina-
Lion of the number of children borsi
out of wedlock In circumstances that
result in application to the state wel-
fare resources for assistance; and a
lessening (well graphically illustrated)
of offences against children and
women.

The following paragraphs point up the
narrow-mindedness of the Premier in ob-
jecting to the distribution of the "Clanger
Molloy" comic to school children.

Some five or six months ago, I attended
a lecture, demonstrated by slides, given
by officers of the Public Health Depart-
ment, under the auspices of a church
youth group in Lockridge, to a mixed
audience of children ranging In age from
eight to 16 years. The article I have quoted
states what happens in enlightened coun-
tries such as Denmark, The article
continues--

Apparently sex education in all
Danish schools begins with nine and
ten year old children, where the sylla-
bus consists of the anatomy of male
and female sexual organ--

Is this supposed to be improper or porno-
graphic? is this the kind of thing that is
complained about in connection with
"Clanger Moiloy"? It does not even get
to the stage of pornography. The article
goes on to say sex education includes--

-the process of conception and preg-
nancy, and the details of venereal
diseases.

That is the programme of sex education
for nine-year-olds in enlightened coun-
tries. The "Clanger Molloy" comic seeks to
do that very thing. To continue-

The subject is continued to ninth
grade, when the students are most
commonly fourteen years of age, by
which stage general surveys of the
essentials of sexual and interpersonal
relations have been presented. Teach-
ers are allowed, if they choose, to pre-
sent pictures of sexual intercourse and
photographic reproductions of erotic
situations.

And one is supposed to be alarmed about
"Clanger Molloy".

Those who run the clinic in Moore Street
are the mast frustrated doctors in Western
Australia because of the Inability of this
Government to get its head out of the

sand and do something to prevent the in-
crease in venereal disease in this State. I
spoke for 21 hours to a doctor at the
clinic following my attendance at the
Lockrldge school. The doctor showed me
slides, graphs, figures, and analyses illus-
trating the varying stages of gonorrheoa
and syphilis and explaining matters affect-
ing his branch of the department. I came
away filled with enthusiasm and said, "We
must get the message over somehow." How
can I get someone in the House to arrange
to show members of Parliament the
graphic illustration which has been pro-
duced by people in our own clinic?

I asked the Minister for Health to un-
dertake to contact the clinic and arrange
for a doctor to show the slides to members
of Parliament so that they will know what
it is all about, I am still waiting for that
to be done. It ill behoves the Premier to
say we on this side are taking only a pass-
ing interest in the matter because of the
"Clanger Moiloy" comic.

I conclude on this note: If the Premier
considers we on this side of the House are
treating the matter as a joke, I suggest
he take himself down to the clinic one
day to observe the terrible calamity that
befalls people who contract venereal dis-
ease. I resent the implication that I treat
the matter as a Joke, and for that reason
I rose to speak in this debate. I support
the amendment.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result-

Mr Barnett
Mr Bateman
Mr Bertram
Mr B. T. Burke
Mr T. J5. Burke
Mr Canr
Mr Davies
Mr H. D. Evans

Sir Charles Court
Mr Cowanx
Mr Coyne
Mr Orayden

LMr Ghewer
Mr Laurance
Mr MePharlin
Mr Menserna
Ur Nanovich
Mr O'Connor

Mr Old

Ayes
Mr J. T. Tonkin
Mr Harman
Mr Bryce
Mr Taylor
Mr Moiler
Mr MAY
Mr Fletcher

Ayes-IS
Mir T. 1). Evans
Mr Hartrey

rF Jamieson
Mr T, H. Jones
Mr Skidmore
Mr A. R. Tonkin
Mr hlclver

(Teller)

Noes--21
Mr O'Neil
Ur Ruishtan
Mr Shalders
Mr Sibson
Mr Sodeman
Ur Stephens
Mr Thompson
Mr Tubby
Mr Young
Mr Clarko

(Teller)

Pairs
Noes

M~r Crane
Mrs Craig
Mr Blalkie
Mr P. V. Jones
Mr Ridge
Mr watt
Dr Dadour

Amendment thus negatived.

Debate (on motion) Resumed
MR STEPHENS (Stirling) (10.48 p.m.]:

In sneaking to the Address-in-Reply I
would like to begin by supporting the con-
gratulatory remarks which have been
mnade in relation to the member for
Greenough and the retirement of the
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Leader of the Opposition. I do not think Government will be able to maintain a
I need to elaborate further an those
aspects. They have been well and truly
covered and I fully endorse the remarks
which have been made in both respects.

There are many problems in my elec-
torate. It is a very mixed electorate and
Production consists in the main of beef,
sheep, grain, fruit, and dairy produce.
All those agricultural pursuits with the
exception of grain are experiencing de-
Pressed times. Wool may be a viable
Proposition but it is not particularly
remunerative.

On the other hand, for some 18 months
now the beef industry has been at a dis-
astrously low level. Notwithstanding this.
the spirit in the farming community with
which I come into contact in my electorate
is very strong. I feel certain that given
time the farmers will overcome their prob-
lems. Agriculture is renowned for its ups
and downs, and sooner or later we must
reach a high point. In my opinion It will
Probably take longer than most of us
would like before we can reach a satis-
factory solution in regard to the beef in-
dustry. Many People engaged solely In
beef Production have kept going on bor-
rowed finance, and unless the Price struc-
tine improves within the next 12 months,
I am afraid a very serious situation will
develop for these farmers.

I know the Government tried the BeefIIndustry Committee scheme, but it was
not successful. I feel it may have to give
its attention to improving this scheme in
some way or other to enable the beef pro-
ducers to stay on their farms.

In the Budget debate last Year I drew
the attention of the Government to same
of the problems in my electorate, and it
is not my intention to traverse the same
ground tonight. I realise the Government
has budgetary Problems and it is not pos-
sible for it to meet the wishes of members
on both sides of the House. However, it is
up to each and every one of us to keep
before the various Ministers and depart-
ments the Problems we have in our elec-
torates and in this way we can each be
sure we have received at least a fair por-
tion of the cake that is available. I intend
to continue to do this.

Education is a common problem I have
spoken about previously. in my electorate
we need a hostel to complement the five-
year high school now at Mt. Barker.

I am Pleased to relate that the Gov-
ernment is assisting with many of our
problems. The water Supply has been
extended from the great southern area
to Albany, to Tamibellup, and covering
areas such as Frankland and Rocky Gully.
The harbour dredging and the fishing boat
harbour at Albany are of vital importance
to the area as a whole, including the
farming community I represent. These
things are in the pipeline and I hope the

reasonable performance in bringing its
plans to fruition.

I was particularly pleased to see the re-
ference to the rural housing authority
in the Governor's Speech. This subject
has been one of considerable concern to
the National Country Party for many
years. It is pleasing to note that some-
thing for which we have strived for so
long appears to be within our grasp.

I acknowledge the recent ministerial
tour of the district. This was experimental
and I think the Ministers involved are
quite aware of the problems that were
highlighted. If we have any further such
ministerial visits, I feel we should place
more emphasis on the Ministers going out
to see the country and understanding the
real difficulties. Then when local members
bring a problem to a Minister's attention,
the Minister would have some background
to it. I felt that too much time was spent
in formal meetings on this occasion, and
the discussion of problems which had
already been brought to the attention of
the Ministers concerned. I feel there would
be more benefit to the district and to the
members involved if the Ministers could
absorb the background.

During my time in this House I have
noticed that during this debate and the
Budget debate we tend to develop a
theme. On this occasion no particular
theme has been highlighted, but if I had
to nominate the major subject in this
debate I would say it was electoral reform.
I know that in years gone by-going back
to the 1940s and lgSOs-members of the
Australian Labor Party have expressed
views which support the idea of vote
weighting for country areas. I will not
relate these opinions here-they are
available in Mansard-because I am con-
scious of the fact that members of the
Labor Party have expressed the view in
the past that they are not responsible for
the attitudes of members no longer here,
and that is true enough.

I feel that the Labor Party Is looking
for a scapegoat to cover its lack of elec-
toral support, and so it has come up with
talk about electoral reform and emphasis
on the one-man-one-vote principle, with
the implied suggestion that because of our
weighted electorates there is a gerry-
mander. I would like to suggest to the
Labor Party that rather than look for a
scapegoat it should look to its policies and
performances. On the 13th December the
people of Australia, and those of Western
Australia in particular, gave a fair indi-
cation that they rejected socialism and
centralism.

Mr Bertram: The present Government
here does not, you know. It practices
socialism.

Mr STEPHENS: I may come to that
at a later stage in the few words I have to
say.
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Mr Bertram: I wanted to get the facts
on record.

Mr STEPHENS: Several years ago, in
a debate in this House, I traced how
Hitler, on gaining power in Germany.
immediately moved to abolish the Federal
system-

Mr Bertram: And get rid of the unions.

Mr STEPHENS: -and adopt the cen-
tralist system. The first step towards
dictatorship was the abolition of the
Federal system. I made the analogy that
the Whitlamn Government was embarking
on the same course.

Mr Bertram: That was not Your best
speech-the one to which you are referring.

Mr STEPHENS: I thought it was a par-
ticularly good one. As a matter of fact, it
at least kept members opposite awake.

As a country member, I appreciate the
difficulties in representing a rural elec-
torate of vast proportions. During the
years I have been privileged to represent
the Stirling electorate, I have travelled
between 40 000 and 45 000 miles a year in
my electorate, as well as another 20 000
miles in commuting to Perth and back. I
am not asking the member for Warren
to weep for me-I am just stating the
facts. This is a problem members of Par-
liament face. In my opinion constituents
of country electorates are entitled to
reasonable contact with their members and
it is for this reason I travel widely.

I am aware that to support their argu-
ments Labor members have suggested
additional electorate offices, additional
staff. etc. However, I believe this would
reduce representation to the proxy level,
and at the risk of being a little immodest,
I say I believe a proxy is a poor substitute
for a member of Parliament.

During the course of the debate I think
it was the member for Morley who placed
great emphasis of the present electoral
situation in the United States, with par-
ticular reference to the principle of one-
vote-one-value.

I must say It was pleasing to me to hear
the member hold up the great United
States as an example, instead of denigrat-
ing it as he usually does. However, there
are other countries; and I would like to
make a brief reference to two other
English-speaking countries, and to read a
couple of short passages from a book en-
titled Reasniortionment in the 1970s. The
book was edited by Nelson W. PoLsby, and
referring to the situation in Canada. he
says-

Canadian constituencies may vary in
population up to 25 Per cent above or
below the average district size in each
province. Norman Ward, "A Century
of Constituencies," 10 Canadian Public
Admninistration 117.

He goes on to say-
It is still true that urban seats are

larger than rural, a fact clearly ac-
ceptable to Parliament.

Mr Bertram: What is the date of that
publication?

Mr STEPHENS: It is dated 1971, so it
is fairly up-to-date. In respect of the
British situation, it states-

British boundary commissions give
considerable weight to local political
boundaries, community ties, historical
continuity, and communications diffi-
culties. The largest British constituen-
cies include over three times as many
voters as the smallest.

So there is a weighted vote in at least
two other English-speaking countries. I
have not researched further, and no doubt
if I did I would find many other examples.

I appreciate It is true to say that the
Supreme Court of the United States held
that courts in that country may deter-
mine whether boundaries were drawn in
accordance with the constitutional require-
ments, and that decision amounts to
equality of votes. However, In the same
book It has been pointed out that not-
withstanding this, gerrymandering oppor-
tunities may actually be increased if the
Supreme Court continues to require near
absolute population equality.

To cite just one example, an account
was given of an occasion when the Leg-
islature conducted an electoral reappor-
tionment and there were deviations of up
to 6.6 per cent. This was taken to appeal
by a Mr Wells, and his appeal was upheld.
So the Legislature had to come back and
draw up another boundary distribution.
This time it did so with a deviation of
not more than 0.12 per cent. It is interest-
ing to note that, having viewed the new
redistribution, the said Mr Wells reapplied
to the court to have the original bound-
aries sustained because the new ones were
gerrymandered. So even with such a
minute deviation they are subject to the
gerrymander.

Mr Bertram: I suggest you should direct
your comments to the so-called Liberals
because they are the people who will
ultimately remove your head.

Mr STEPHENS: That is the member's
opinion. We in the National Country
Party are quite capable of looking after
our own situation.

Mr Bertram: There has not been much
evidence of that lately.

Mr STEPHENS: If anyone wishes to
study this book, I will make it available.
I admit it is only one book, but it is an
authoritative work on the subject. If any-
one cares to study it he will see that even
with absolute equality a gerrymander is
still possible.

As in the Past Labor has been able to
attain the Treasury bench, even under
our Present system, I believe that If that
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Party was to look to its faults and to
broaden its electoral appeal it is quite
Possible that it will attain the Treasury
bench again. It is not necessary for
members opposite to conduct a campaign
along the lines of that which has been con-
ducted throughout this debate.

In my opinion democracy will retain its
strength only if the rights and interests
of minorities are considered: and what
better way of hearing the voice of the
minority than by the weighted vote?

Under our system of weighted voting
it is not as though all rural electors have
always returned members of the same
party. Labor holds some rural seats, the
Country Party holds some rurals seats.
and the Liberal Party holds some rural
seats. So there is a fair apportionment
of the different points of view even with
weighted electorates.

Having said that I support the weighted
vote principle, I am also prepared to con-
cede that there is room for some reform.
Perhaps it is not surprising that I would
suggest this reform should be mainly in
the area of the Legislative Council. I am
fairly open-minded in respect of the de-
tails of any reform, but I sincerely believe
it would be Profitable to investigate certain
changes.

I think one argument the Labor Party
has used has some merit, and it makes
the argument of paucity of Population
being a necessity for weighted electorates
a little thin. This is where we have large
Provincial towns or electorates which are
bordering on the metropolitan area.

Mr T. J. Burke: Hear, hear!

Mr STEPHENS: I believe we could look
at a situation in which perhaps large
Provincial towns have a quota somewhere
between the metropolitan quota and the
Present rural quota.

Mr T. J. Burke: Justify it.
Mr STEPHENS: Members opposite may

laugh if they like.
Mr Jamieson: flat is the Queensland

method.
Mr STEPHENS: This takes into account

the fact that provincial towns must re-
ceive Proper representation. The quota is
extended and It then covers considerably
more territory, and we get the situation
where the country member still has a fair
area to traverse. Likewise, I would go
on to say that perhaps electorates that
border on metropolitan areas, particularly
where the metropolitan area is a rapidly
growing one, could have their quota in-
creased in the same way. If this were
done it would also obviate the necessity
for fairly frequent boundary redistribu-
tions.

In my opinion the rate of growth of the
Population will make redistribuitions be-
come more frequent than they have been
In the past.

At this point let me emiphasise that I
support the bicameral system. In respect
of the Council, I think it should be re-
tained fully as a House of Review.

Mr Bertram: What does that mean
precisely?

Mr T. J. Burke: It means 18 Liberals,
three Country Party, and nine Labor.

Mr STEPHENS: If members opposite
allow me to continue, it will review the
legislation that is initiated in this House
in the main. In my experience in the
Stirling electorate-

Mr H. D. Evans: How are the abattoirs
going in Stirling?

Mr STEPHENS: The member for Warren
would know as well as I know if he har
done his job. In my opening remarks I
referred to this.

Mr H. D. Evans: We are talking about
the Legislative Council, and that is very
pertinent to this.

Mr STEPHENS: The member for Warren
is taking one small argument, and as far
as I am concerned that never works; one
has to take the whole picture. As an
Assembly member travels around his elec-
torate he is frequently called upon to act
as a liaison officer to correct small mis-
understandings perhaps caused by lack of
communication. I find there is consider-
able duplication inasmuch as at the
moment we have the electorates of Roe,
Albany, and Stirling each with about 8 000
electors, and with three members all
of whom in my opinion are doing their
job quite well.

In addition, there are two upper House
members who are acting virtually as
Assembly members. After all, when they
come up for re-election they must get
around and establish their name and show
the people they are working in the elec-
torate. However, this causes unnecessary
duplication. Frequently, one takes up a
matter on behalf of a constituent only to
find that one or two other members have
done the same work. The department con-
cerned treats all the cases Individually,
resulting in a duplication of paper work
from that end.

I do not blame Legislative Council mem-
bers for doing what they are doing because
under the system as it exists, this is part
of the game of politics. But if we could
remove the necessity for that close con-
tact we would be taking a step in the
right direction; perhaps the members
could then devote more time to the re-
search and review of legislation.

Such an arrangement could be achieved
by proportional representation for the
Council. Once again, I am not going to
Please members opposite by going the
whole way with regard to Proportional
representation on a State-wide basis be-
cause I feel that with the way the popula-
tion of the metropolitan area has grown
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on a percentage basis, compared with the
total State population, we could arrive at
a situation where the metropolitan voter
dominated the entire State, and we could
finish up with too many city members in
the Council.

Mr Jamieson., On the last voting figures
You would finish up over a period of two
Parliaments with four Country Party
members. But under the present arrange-
ment, you would end up with only two.

Mr STEPHENS: I have not gone Into
it on the basis of party strength; I am
merely espousing what I believe are guide-
lines which could be followed with a view
to initiating reforms in this area. We
could overcome this problem by retaining
the proportional representation which
exists, with the north-west returning so
many members and the agricultural and
mining areas returning so many members:
in addition, with proportional representa-
tion we could ensure that the metropolitan
area returned a certain number of
members.

In this way we could improve the role
of the Legislative Council as a House of
Review. While I agree it is vitally impor-
tant to have a weighted vote situation for
the Assembly, I Question whether it is
necessary to compound it. and apply it to
the Council. But at the same time there
should be some constitutional review wvith
regard to the position of the Council . once
again, I am not being very definite on this
point as to what should be done. However.
consideration should be given to whether
the Council should retain the power to
block Supply-

Mr A. R. Tonkin: Hear, hear!

Mr STEPHENS :-or whether a joint sit-
ting of both Houses should be called when
an impasse occurs. It is Important how-
ever that the Council retains the power to
block normal legislation.

Another point which should be consid-
ered is that if a deadlock between the two
Houses occurs and the Assembly Is forced
to an election, the Council should go out
at the same time; I believe this to be very
important. It should also be written into
the Constitution that there shall be no al-
teration to the bicamt~ial systamn of Parlia-
ment unless a referendum is held, and the
question is carried by a two-thirds major-
ity.

Mr T. J. Burke: Oh, come on!

Mr STEPHENS: I am expressing my
point of view as I am entitled to do; this
would be an important change.

Mr Skidmore: I did not laugh.

Mr STEPHENS: No. I have made no
bones about the fact that I am not sug-
gesting a plan but merely putting forward
some guidelines upon which we could base

a review of the electoral system.

Mr T, J1. Burke: You have only just re-
viewed it.

Mr STEPHENS: I should like to com-
ment briefly on a number of other points.
Country people are disadvantaged when it
comes to the provision of medical services.
Such services are provided at in!frequent
intervals, and people i country areas are
forced to travel to the city for specialist
services, entailing the cost of transport and
In many cases of accommodation, thus
causing hardship. Worse still, these expen-
ses are not allowed as taxation deductions.
This situation applies to virtually all the
regional hospitals in this State, not only
to those in Albany.

The time has come when specialist medi-
cal services should be provided in all
regional hospitals, thus permitting people
within 100 or 150 miles of the Particular
hospital to obtain medical attention and
return to their homes or properties on the
same day. This would overcome many of
the problems of cost which exist today.

Some specialists do travel to the regional
hospitals and use the facilities available
there but this practice could be enlarged;
of course, the regional hospitals would
have to be supplied with the necessary
equipment to service these specialists, and
this would ensure that the type of special-
1st service available In the city would be
available at regional hospitals throughout
the State.

Serious consideration should now be
given to the appointment of resident medi-
cal officers at district hospitals. We are
reasonably fortunate in Albany in that on
a per capita basis the number of doctors
In the town is quite high. in addition. there
are reasonable hospitals at Mt. Barker and
Denmark.

However, even in Albany the fact that
we do not have a resident medical officer
has caused some concern. At the moment,
the practice is to leave a sister on duty
who decides what is and what is not an
urgent case. Towards the end of last year
there were two occasions on which a doctor
did not go to the hospital. In one instance,
this may have resulted in the death of a
man who bad been admitted suffering
from a heart attack; he died without re-
ceiving medical attention from a doctor.

On another occasion, a man who was ad-
mitted passed away and subsequently was
sent to the mortuary without a certificate
of death. I believe this sort of situation
would be overcome by the appointment of
resident medical officers.

I know that the Minister for Health will
say, "Yes, but where do I get the doctors?"
I accept there is a scarcity of doctors In
this State. However, my understanding is
that there are resident medical practition-
ers at about half a dozen metropolitan
hospitals. It would not be very difficult to
organise a system whereby each metro-
politan hospital had what r might call a
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sister hospital in the country, and they
could send doctors to these hospitals on a
roster basis. This would have the added
benefit of providing these doctors with ad-
ditional Practical experience. Who knows--
ante they have lived In the country and
understood the benefits of such a life they
may decide to stay, thus adding to the
number of doctors in country areas.

I should like to read subsection 13(1) of
the Wills Act, 1970 which states-

A disposition, other than a charge
for payment of a debt, to a person or
the spouse of a person who is an
attesting witness to the will is void.

I bring up this matter because I think it
requires a little publicity every now and
then. The reason for that provision in the
Act is quite easy to understand; it is to
avoid any undue influence being brought
to bear on a person in the preparation of
his or her will. However, It can also have
an adverse effect on somebody who un-
wittingly witnesses a will in which he or
she may be receiving a legacy. This has
recently happened in the Albany area. A
person was a beneficiary under a will
which was prepared by a legal practitioner
In the metropolitan area. The will was
sent to the person in the Albany area and
several witnesses were requested. Unfor-
tunately for one person, he happened to
be in the house fixing up a tap when the
baker called; so two people were available
and they both signed the will. The testator
eventually passed on and one of those
people who signed that will discovered that
he was a recipient under the will; but
because he had witnessed the signing of
the will it was found that he could not
receive any of the legacy which in this
case amounted to approximately $40 000.
I think it is desirable that this matter be
brought to the attention of the public from
time to time so that people will realise
they should not sign a will If they arc
beneficiaries in any way.

One further matter to which I should
like to refer is decentralisation. All political
parties subscribe to this concept and give
a form of lip service to It, but I question
whether any of us really make much pro-
gress. Recently this Government, in con-
formity with its election promise, has
commenced establishing regional offics in
which there is to be a degree of autonomy.
Far be it from me to knock anything that
may represent effective decentralisation,
but I have rave doubts as to whether this
will achieve the desired result, Well mean-
tng as it may be, I cannot see that any
really effective decentralisation will be
brought about by this measure.

I think the principal need is for any
Government to encourage industry by
means of financial support. I think there
is one area in the southern part of the
State where some assistance may have
been possible. Not knowing the circum-
stances I may be wrong an this matter, but

recently a new mualting company was
established at Kewdale. I was surprised
to read that this malting company will
initially be producing 20 000 tansies. per
year, all of which will be exported. It may
be that there is a reason why this com-
pany had to be established at Kewdale, but
I should like to know whether the Govern-
ment endeavoured in any way to encourage
it to go to, say, Geraldton or Albany. Both
those areas have access to shipping, par-
ticularly shipping that is going to Japan,
and I feel this is one Industry which may
have been of assistance to one of the ports.

I have previously discussed the question
of wine growing at Mt. Barker, but I
should like to reiterate that I am rather
disappointed that the Government is not
prepared to take a greater than usual
financial risk with the establishment of a
winery at Mt. Barker. The development of
that industry will go ahead regardless but
it will be at a much slower rate than Is
possibly desirable.

I feel it is essential for the Government
to provide some serviced industrial land
in these decentralised areas. This land can
be made available on fairly attractive
terms to any industry that isiterested in
these areas. I also think It is desirable to
implement for these areas some form of
freight equalisation so that an industry
coming into the areas will not be dis-
advantaged compared with an Industry
which may be established in or near the
metropolitan area. I know that I have
spoken on this question of freight equalisa-
tion ever since I was elected to Parliament,
but it does not seem to get off the round.
I do not think it is such a difficult problem
when one realises that recently the Whit-
lam Federal Government was going along
with the pipeline authority to pine gas
to the east coast. According to MY
information, the same price was to
be charged over there as In Western
Australia. To me that is freieht
equalisatlon. If it can be done on that
basis I can see no reason that att'ntinn
cannot be given to some form of freiaht
equalisation at least within the south-west
region of this State.

With regard to the Albany situation,
there is another subject in which I was In-
volved when I was the Minister for Fish-
eries and Wildlife.

The SPEAKER: The member has five
minutes.

Mr STEPHENS: Thank you, Mr
Speaker. The question concerns Albany
being used as a tuna base. I know from
my own correspondence and from corres-
pondence that has been directed to the
Town of Albany that the decision as to
which port will actually be used is essen-
tially a decision for the State Government.
.I should like to Quote from a letter from
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the then Minister for Agriculture in the
Federal Government dated the 10th March,
1975. He said-

I regard it essentially as a matter to
be decided by the relevant State
Givernment which should be the
nominated port if the Australian Gov-
ernment decides that port entry
concesions; should be granted.

That is quite definite. I was rather con-
cerned to read in The Albany Advertiser
last year that the decision as to-

Whether or not Albany will replace
Fremantle as the base port in Western
Australia for the Japanese tuna boats,
when the present agreement with the
Commonwealth Government expires in
November, is a Federal Government
decision. This was emphasised by the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife ..

I hope that does not indicate that a de-
cision has been made to leave it where it
was. Perhaps I could be kind and say
that the Minister at that stage had not
been long in omfce and may not have fully
understood the situation that existed.

It is getting very close to the first anni-
versary of the date I left the Cabinet.
which is the 7th May. I make no bones
about saying that I left on a matter of
principle and what I believed was in the
interests of the electorate. I left without
any animosity towards the Premier or his
Liberal Ministers, although as far as the
final issue was concerned, the Premier sub-
sequently agreed with the point on which
the member for Mt. Marshall and I made
our stand. However, I emphasise that I
left without any animosity. I stood on
what I believed and I give other people
the same right. However, I find now that
I am the subject of a smear campaign by
the Liberal members in my area. They
regard me as a socialist, but they never
elaborate on the statement.

In my opinion, they seem to believe that
if one cannot beat a man with sound and
reasoned argument one smears him. I
thought I would check on the meaning of
"socialist", as it appears In the dictionary.
The shorter Oxford Dictionary says that
socialism is-

A theory or policy of social organisa-
tion which advocates the ownership
and the control of the means of pro-
duction, capital, land, property by the
community as a whole, and their ad-
ministration or distribution in the
interests of all.

I fail to see how under that definition
anyone can accuse me of being a socialist.
If I am one then I must be a hypocrite. I
reject that accusation out of hand. If it
is implied from that that I am a socialist
then I must be in the good company of
the Premier, because of certain remarks
he made in an address he gave to the
Farmers' Union. He said that the Liberal

Party supported the idea of orderly mar-
keting provided it had the recognised
support of the farming community.

I subscribe to the same point of view.
but I would depart from the Premier's
view in one respect, because in his address
he made a qualification. He said-

But the authority would not have
total autonomy because that would
be an abrogation of our responsibili-
ties to the whole community and to
the State's total agricultural develop-
ment.

In my opinion the last qualification fits
in with the excerpt I have just read out in
regard to the definition of socialism: and
the administration or distribution in the
interests of all. So. if I am a socialist I
must be in good company because I have
the Premier on my side.

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr
Bateman.

ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE:
SPECIAL

SIR CHARLES COURT (Nedlands-
Premier) [11.31 p.m.]: I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
until 10.00 am. tomorrow (Thursday).

Question put and passed.
House adlourned at 11.32 pi.

Jrgiaiur Assib1y
Thursday, the 15th April, 1976

The SPEAKER, (Mr Hutchinson) took
the Chair at 10.00 am., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Closing Time

THlE SPEAKER (Mr Hutchinson): The
closing time for questions for Tuesday,
the 4th May, will be Friday. the 30th
April, at 12 noon.

QUESTIONS (4): ON NOTICE
1. to 4. These questions were Postponed.

BILLS (7): INTRODUCTION AND FIRST
READING

1. Acts Amendment (Port and Marine
Regulations) Bill.

Eil introduced, on motion by Sir
Charles Court (Premier), and reMd
a first time.

2. Agriculture and Related Resources
Protection Bill.

3. Agriculture Protection Board Act
Amendment Bill.

Hills introduced, on motions by Mr
Old (Minister for Agriculture), and
read a first time.


